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ABSTRACT

Humanitarian organizations have been in the forefront meeting the needs of the people in rebuilding the social institutions like schools, hospitals, roads and provision of emergency food services to famine-stricken population of the country. The study sought to determine the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards cohesion of the communities with a focus of Pageri County in Southern Sudan. The specific objectives that guided this study were to establish the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations, to determine the effectiveness of community projects initiated by humanitarian organizations and to assess the challenges facing Human organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan. The study was guided by conflict transformation theory which is grounded on the work of Paul Lederach. A descriptive survey design was adopted for the purpose of a research design. Target population comprised of beneficiaries of the different humanitarian aid projects, government representatives, Non-governmental Organizations' managers, Civil Society Organizations' leaders and Religious leaders from Pageri County, South Sudan. A stratified sampling technique was adopted to select a sample size of 232 respondents from target population Purposive sampling was used to select the respondents for interview. Data was collected using structured questionnaires designed for selected sample. The quantitative data was then analyzed using both content and thematic analysis and presented in form of frequency tables, charts and graphs. The researcher made use of Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25 in the data analysis. The study found out that, humanitarian organizations are involved in peace building (21%), healthcare (17%), and dialogue and reconciliation (16%). The study also found out that, human rights advocacy and civic education has enhanced awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence among different communities with a mean response of 2.975. the study affirmed that due to cash for work initiatives, more youths are involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritize conflicts as way of life as shown by a mean score of 2.950. Health services, educational programs, and livelihood programs being run by the humanitarian organizations were found to be effective in enhancing inter-community cohesion. The study further found that the main challenge to sustainability of intercommunity cohesion was the short-term programs, and little funding from donors. The study concludes that health, civic education, vocational training, agricultural related, peace building, business support, dialogue and reconciliation play a vital role in intercommunity cohesion. The study recommends that Community driven skills training centers to be supported by both the government and humanitarian organization to ensure there is division of labour. Programs targeting improved literacy in the different communities within the country should be enhanced and periodical assessment and monitoring of every humanitarian assistance program should be done by the donors to ensure there is accountability and transparency in every project undertaken in line with the intended results.
OPERATIONALIZATION OF TERMS

Advocacy: involves articulation of citizens’ concerns. CSOs raise awareness of issues through various communication channels such as media and seminars so as to facilitate debate on issues of national interest with the aim of promoting democratic governance in the country.

Cash for Work Initiative: are community work opportunities provided by different organizations that offer the people spaces to help rebuild roads, irrigation canals and many more.  
Cohesion is an act or state of converging, uniting, or sticking together so that they are able to achieve communal and individual objectives in their environment. 

Democratic governance: for the purpose of this study refers to a situation in which local leadership is cultivated, safety of people is assured; and economic growth of the country.

Humanitarian Aid: in this case points to the manner in which there is support of material or service to different persons affected by conflict and lacking these basic aspects of life. Most of these conditions are as a result of unplanned or organized conflict, disastrous environmental conditions like drought and many more calamities. 

Impartiality: This is in reference to use and application of need-based policy to help determine how support or aid is provided to the vulnerable members of the communities affected by the various forms of calamities. There is no use of gender, nationality, political class or party or any other formation being used but support is based on need alone. 

Integration entails bringing together of people from different demographic and racial groups, communities to work and live together.

Neutrality: is just but a principle by the different humanitarian organizations to avoid taking sides while supporting the vulnerable communities that may offer an advantage. 

ABBREVIATIONS/ACRONYMS
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Comprehensive Peace Agreements
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Democratic Republic of Congo
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Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue 

ICRC


 International Committee of the Red Cross

IDPs


Internally Displaced Persons 
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Inter-Governmental Authority on Development
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Improving Psychosocial Support and Mental Health in Ukraine 
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United Nations
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United States Agency for International Development
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

1.1 Introduction

The chapter will present the background information of the study, problem statement, study purpose, research objectives and questions, hypotheses, study significance, scope of the study, delimitation and limitations of this work, assumptions, theoretical framework and the conceptual framework.

1.2 Background of the Study

Humanitarian organizations undertake activities that responds to  peoples' needs in situations of conflict through provision of humanitarian assistance. Humanitarian assistance by the organizations also provides an opportunity for the population affected to get engaged in strategic works or activities aimed at preserving social cohesion amongst the communities. Syria through one of its humanitarian organizations; Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue (FDCD) promotes initiatives that influence a good relationship in threatened communities by factors such as sectarianism, open conflict, hatred, terrorism activities leading to solidarity and trust among the internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Syria. The Qalamoun region in Syria straddling next to Damascus in Central Syria is an example of a case where humanitarian assistance is helping bring different faith-based individuals and different political ideologies together through the distribution programs (UN, 2017).

According to USAID (2019) the program Confidence Building Initiative in Ukraine, provides a flexible, fast, short-term benefit to the country’s partnerships to support a peaceful democratic transition and cohesion of community in deepened social tensions and conflict. The purpose of the program is to ensure that communities and the government mitigate conflicts' destabilizing effects, promoting public engagements and responding to the crisis and broader political transition within the county of Ukraine.  Improving Psychosocial Support and Mental Health in Ukraine (IPSMHU) activity promotes national adoption of Mental Health and Psychosocial Support, by strengthening social safety nets and integrating support systems. This program ensures adequate and timely psychosocial support to the victims of conflict in Ukraine, increasing coordination and information exchange between  NGOs and the different corporate sponsored service agencies in addition to providing capacity building including training to identify individuals requiring specialized mental health care services for example; victims of trauma. United Nations (2015) states that universal declaration of human rights leads to realization of international intervention during civil and international conflict. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) supports individuals and state institutions towards respecting and valuing human lives through respect of fundamental human rights in any country throughout the world. 

In Somalia, the humanitarian crisis has drawn a lot of interest from different actors it is becoming one of the long-standing conflicts in the world. As there is continued conflict in the country, humanitarian agencies are  engaging towards provision of services to the affected persons and communities. The agencies are also responding to the protection needs of the people in the country. In the past years,  different existing humanitarian agencies in Somalia under the Humanitarian Response Plan appealed to  different donors to come in and help support the people who were already under acute shortage of goods and services. These donors considered the livelihood needs of the people, the protection needs and the health of the very many community members who were and are still affected by the evolving conflicts in Somalia. Such support also responded to the displacement needs of the people across the conflict zones and at large by setting up safe and secure places for the communities.
Armed groups in Somalia like the Al-Shabaab have always attacked civilians in the country and this has led to forced displacement, destruction of property like buildings through weapons attack, environmental destruction and lack of food for the population as the people do not have time to organize themselves. Humanitarian aid groups have been meeting the needs of these people through material assistance, shelter and enabling them at times to flee their country for safety reasons. Based on the improved coordination and linkages between the donors and the humanitarian agencies, the vulnerable community members in Somalia have been reached out to effectively and supported during the conflicts of 1992-1994 crisis of Somalia. Ethiopia has had numerous socio-economic and political challenges that have earlier led to loss of lives, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and even refugees (United Nations, 2015).

Humanitarian organizations have been in the forefront meeting the needs of the people in rebuilding social institutions like schools, hospitals, roads and provision of emergency food services to famine-stricken population of the country. Stoddard (2003) explains, Ethiopian agencies like the humanitarian Fund is diversified to help respond to the complex needs of the people. Actions regarding the use and utilization of the funds to help meet the prevailing needs are subjected to proper transparent mechanisms and inclusive processes by all parties. These measures are to ensure that set goals or agenda are well met to achieve the priorities or objectives set out to assist the population. These initiatives by the humanitarian organizations in Ethiopia have led to increased cohesion and inclusivity programs within the country increasing both economic and political progress (Stoddad, 2003). It is evident that the continued support in terms of medical and livelihood to the displaced persons and even the soldiers have saved life in different countries that have been affected by different crisis such as in Rwanda, Somalia and others. These have been heroic acts not only to the affected but to the entire humanity since they seek to restore sanity and normality of life in these countries. Many more countries in Africa have faced similar challenges and even more or less and the significance of humanitarian organizations in enhancing cohesion has been realized and acknowledged in many ways (Kapstein, 2010). 

For South Sudan, humanitarian aid had mainly been received from Western countries and communities, regional governments, global institutions and well-wishers for decades assisting the rebuilding and rehabilitation of the country. 
The Guardian (2018) posits that since 2001, the assistance from humanitarian response plan mounts to billions of dollars. These funds have assisted millions of South Sudanese in terms medical, food security, security and other aspects of life. The Guardian (2018) discusses most importantly the support directed to women and persons receiving emergency health kits and the nearly one million children suffering, lactating women being treated of malnutrition. Most important to note is that the conflict or crisis in South Sudan is influenced or managed by the human actors with varied political interests hence the option for resolution and settlement are majorly political. Therefore, solving the political challenges will ensure that acute humanitarian needs are addressed from the root causes and political reconciliation as is being advocated for by different humanitarian aid organizations within the country. Although a peace agreement was signed in September 2018 between President Salva Kiir and the former vice president and rebel leader Riek Machar, this is one of the different 12 such agreements since 2013. 

According to Allen (2004) traditionally, the communities that live along the border between Sudan and South Sudan are interdependent and it is the prolonged conflict that has always affected this relationship. Despite the various steps taken to help stabilize South Sudanese by the political leaders, regional bodies through the Comprehensive Peace Agreements such as the (CPA) of 2011, tension and communal disagreements still persist which has resulted into inter-communal conflicts. This has led to human rights organizations through the United Nations plus other friendly countries to look for ways of uniting warring communities. This then became the purpose of research to establish the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards cohesion in South Sudan. 

1.3 Statement of the Problem

After the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005 that led to the formation of South Sudan after a referendum later in 2011 that separated it from Sudan, there have been conflicts to date. After the referendum, the young state has witnessed conflicts that are more political in nature as leaders fight for positions and resources. Millions of people have died as a result of the conflict, internal displacement; refugees in the neighboring countries and many more challenges have been experienced in the country.  In addition to this, ten million people were affected by the civil war. Regardless of this being attributed to differences between the South and the North on the fight for resources and political goals, much will be attributed to the discovery of oil in the 1980s and many oil discoveries are being made to date. Control of oil fields has also facilitated conflicts and massive displacement of populations. Armed rebels and government forces have clashed constantly in states perceived to be of great presence of oil. Communities fight over these locations and leadership for control and benefit of the same. 
The presence of the government in law enforcement, infrastructural development, the general security and enhancement of local economies has not been effectively realized and that always has led to low or poor inter-communal and intra-communal cohesion. Unfair distribution of job opportunities, drug abuse among the youths, negative ethnicity, illegal transfer of commodities along Southern Sudan borders, unresolved communal tensions among the results of social conflicts that desire solution; and structural issues that have deeply entrenched social divisions among the people of South Sudan. 
Despite the various steps taken to help stabilize South Sudan by the political leaders and regional bodies such as AU and IGAD, the political environment remains toxic, tension and communal disagreements still persist in various regions and this has resulted in inter-communal conflicts. Due to the prolonged conflict since the state formation after a successful referendum in 2011, the country has been highly polarized and deprived of various services and social amenities like schools, hospitals, roads and many more that are important to the well-being of the people. Therefore, humanitarian organizations through the different programs in the communities, ensuring their effectiveness and addressing the existing challenges with the focus of fostering intercommoned cohesion and the effectiveness of those activities and strategies. The purpose of this study was therefore to contribute to the knowledge on humanitarian organizations in the area of cohesion.  
1.4 Purpose of the Study

Fischer and Zigmond (2010) explain the purpose of the study as the goal of the study which the conclusion/s of the research study expects to arrive at. The purpose of this study was to bring empirical evidence on the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards a peaceful movement of the people in search of livelihood, exercising their democratic rights, acquiring skills and knowledge to provide significant help in a cohesive society. 

1.5 Objectives of the Study

The study as was done had general and specific objectives in realizing the outcomes.

1.5.1 General Objective

The general objective of the study was to establish the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards cohesion in South Sudan. 

1.5.2 Specific Objectives

The study was guided by the following research objectives;
i. To establish the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations to foster inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan.
ii. To assess the effectiveness of community projects initiated by humanitarian organizations on community cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan.

iii. To identify the challenges facing Human organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan.
1.6 Research Questions

The study sought to respond to the following research questions. 

i. What is the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations to foster inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan?

ii. How effective are community projects initiated by humanitarian organizations on community cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan.?

iii. What are the challenges facing Human organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan?

1.8 Study Significance
Kothari (2014) defines significance as description of the contribution(s) a research makes to the broad literature and set of broad educational problems upon completion. Understanding the strategies used by the humanitarian aid organizations towards improving lives, promoting ethical living styles will greatly help the people of South Sudan and the government towards adopting such strategies in a bid to have a stable country. This study is important to different International Humanitarian Agencies that are spearheading different humanitarian programs in South Sudan to enable them ensure they meet their targets and avoid misuse of resources in helping the people. 

The policy makers and organizations dealing with laws governing the resolution of conflicts mechanisms and upholding human rights will also benefit from the study by analyzing the actions of humanitarian aid organizations as well as the International laws and treaties that are promoting and protecting their operations for adoption and inclusion within the national systems. The study on contribution of the humanitarian organizations towards refugees and IDPs cohesion in the Country will also be of significance not only to the local families but also to the regional bodies, states, international communities that are interested in finding lasting solutions to the above stated problems. 

Other researchers and students with intention of undertaking similar research studies in South Sudan context will find this piece of writing quite useful as well as borrow ideas and use it as an empirical study. The researcher also hopes that the findings that will be drawn from this work will not only help solve the integration and cohesion of the people of South Sudan alone but also have an impact among the regional states through positive relationships. 
1.9 Scope of the Study

Scope is the boundary in which the study is confined to. Creswell (2012) notes, the boundaries may be viewed in terms of study purpose, objectives and methodology. This study focuses on the beneficiaries, religious leaders of the area and government officials including the different Non-governmental staff. Geographically, the research study was restricted to Pageri County, Imatong State, and South Sudan. Pageri County was suitable for this study as it borders Uganda, Kenya as well as Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). During the last conflicts, many South Sudanese crossed to these neighboring countries as refugees. This state (County) is also perceived to be rebel inclined and therefore many people were affected during the conflicts leading to many Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and today host to returnees. Specifically, the research study was undertaken in Mugali, Moli and OpariPayams of the county. The study was done for about one year. That is from May 2019 to August 2020. In terms of content and objectives, the research study focused on the three identified objectives to assist in arriving at results.

1.10 Delimitations of the Study

According to Creswell (2012), delimitation aims to narrow the scope of the study by clearly pointing out the key boundaries for the study. The geographical coverage of the research study will be delimited to Pageri County. The study did not cover all the actors that are involved in one way or the other towards the process of cohesion in the country (South Sudan) but targeted the management structures of the identified acceptable number of NGOs due to their vast knowledge and contribution/s towards cohesion. The study did not also cover issues that are out of the identified dependent variables (Humanitarian projects, policies and laws as well as success stories) that are undertaken by other players in other existing platforms for example political leadership role in integration and cohesion and others. 
1.11 Limitations of the Study

As defined by Creswell (2012), limitations are the potential weaknesses that may be encountered in the study process like this. To begin with some areas were not covered due to insecurity issues that are likely to derail the process of undertaking the study. This was solved by engaging the security personnel through getting their approval or recommendations and escort when applicable. Secondly, the nature of on-going conflict in the country did not allow respondents to participate freely in responding to study questionnaires on contributions of humanitarian aid towards cohesion and integration in South Sudan. Prior visits to the intended sites and sharing with them in advance about the intended study and responding to possible doubts ensured the study went on smoothly. And finally, the fear of confidentiality and anonymity prevented respondents from taking part in the study. However, the researcher clearly explained it was carried out purposely for academic goals only and any data gathered will not be used for other reasons other than for education.

1.12 Assumptions of the Study

The study assumed that there are humanitarian organizations that are involved in promoting inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan as well as the respondents provided an honest opinion in a transparent manner that will aim at achieving the study objectives. The study also assumed that the sampled population was useful as they were either directly or indirectly influenced by the humanitarian organizations’ activities for the study. Lastly, the study assumed that the respondents had a candid interest in taking part in the research study and did not have any other motives; hence their main goal was to establish the contributions of humanitarian aid towards building a more cohesive and integrated country of South Sudan.

1.13 Theoretical Framework

The study was grounded on conflict transformation theory designed to reframe the way in which peace building initiatives are discussed and pursued, particularly in contexts of ethnic conflict. Conflict transformation theory by Lederach (2003) showed how the communities in South Sudan can transform from conflict to peace, stability and advancement through the adaptation of practices leading to a successful and prosperous community. 
1.13.1 Conflict Transformation Theory
Traditionally the emphasis has been on conflict resolution and conflict management methods, which focus on reducing or defusing outbreaks of hostility. Conflict transformation, in contrast, places a greater weight on addressing the underlying conditions which give rise to that conflict, preferably well in advance of any hostility, but also to ensure a sustainable peace. 

Conflict transformation theory places more emphasis on the resolution of main issues or underlying factors contributing to disagreements in the communities or society. Time is a factor considered to be important in the manner in which societal issues are addressed. Transformation requires that different parties that are conflicting work extensively to address the main issues and this need space or opportunity so that issues are addressed step by step. Conflict transformation theory in its application attempts to make explicit and then reshape the social structures and dynamics behind the conflict, often employing analytical tools borrowed from systems thinking to address issues at hand. Lederach (2003) argues that the systems and different parties ‘manner of relationships at times goes beyond the conflict areas or aspects of it all the same. There is need to understand that the transformation process most often engages the relationships, interests and even the very core rules or laws that govern the people or the community that might either support or reject violence in the society.

The very structure of parties and relationships may be embedded in a pattern of conflictual relationships that extend beyond the particular site of conflict. Conflict transformation is therefore a process of engaging with and transforming the relationships, interests, discourses and, if necessary, the very constitution of society that supports the continuation of violent conflict. As a tradition there has been much focus on means or methods through which conflict resolution as well as management that is majorly geared towards reducing and defusing potential conflicts or similar hostilities in the communities. 
Conflict transformation as an agenda on the other hand addresses the underlying conditions giving rise to the stated or experienced conflict mostly well in advance of any hostility as well as ensuring sustainable peace. Issues of human rights are very integral towards the integration and cohesion of returnees as well as refugees. Advocating for their rights, access to basic needs, provision of shelter, accessibility of medical services provides the necessary atmosphere that allows sharing of ideas on better conflict resolution among the people, activities that propel cohesion and understanding among the returnees, host communities and other parties. 

Conflict transformation theory and practice are often associated with the academics and practitioners Johan Galtung and John Paul Lederach. According to Johan Galtung's Transcend Method conflict transformation theory and practice, and process/es, comprise of mapping of various conflict issues, inviting parties to dialogue among many other practices. The process of conflict transformation generally according to Lederach is initiated by what is considered pro-active foundation which is  a positive orientation towards conflict in the affected or said societies, and the willingness to be engaged in issues regarding  resolution of conflict that will definitely in the long run lead to positive changes in the community. 
Conflict transformation theory depicts the situation of study area and South Sudan in general that is experiencing conflict since the formation of the state. The underlying issues of resources and leadership are believed to be at the core of the fights. The young country is very rich in natural resources that is: oil, forests, rich agricultural lands and many more drawing interests from far and beyond the boundaries of South Sudan. Addressing conflict as per this theory suggests looking into the real issues of equitable distribution of the natural available resources, adequate representation of the many community leaders into leadership positions to ensure fair share of profits as suggested in the theory will help improve the situation. 

Even though there is a lot that is associated with suffering and probable destruction of the society the main agenda is to look into conflict issues as opportunities through which the communities that are torn into conflicts can bounce back towards the path of growth and development based on the lessons learned and challenges being encountered. Therefore, advocating for human rights for example ;communal activists on issues of peaceful settlement, allocation of land to earn a living from, leads to better long term solution to the problems of the returnees as well as host communities. Creating space for these groups to share their concerns and involving the government promotes avoidance of further conflicts that may lead to loss of lives hence cohesion.  
Conflict transformation further through other proponents for example according to Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peace building (ICP), conflict transformation in high contrast to conflict resolution which is more of an event or an occurrence, does not only seek to resolve the contradiction in a conflict setting. It also aims at addressing structural and social root causes by challenging injustices and restoring human relations and it deals with ethnical and value-based dimensions. Conflict transformation is not only an approach or a tool but primarily a mindset. Therefore, there is much of learning and adoption of practices suggested under this transformation theory that is very key or important to the case of South Sudan in general beyond the target study area or County as it is in this study. 
1.14 Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework generally explains the path of the research and grounds it firmly in theoretical constructs. The dependent variable (Cohesion in South Sudan) will be influenced by the independent variables of the study. The conceptual framework of the study was drawn to show the relationship between independent and dependent variables of the study. This is presented in figure 1,1
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Figure 1. 1: Conceptual Framework

As shown in the figure 1.1, inter-communal cohesion is largely dependent on the independent factors that is nature of the humanitarian organization’s programs, the effectiveness of the projects being undertaken as well as the challenges that if solved would lead to more peaceful and collaborative communities. Humanitarian organizations are involved in different programs for example; human rights advocacy projects, civic education on the issues that are influencing their daily lives. 

In contributing to inter-communal cohesion, humanitarian organizations have adopted projects like 'cash for work' that are quick temporary sources of income for the people to meet their immediate needs in the society like food, clothing and shelter. The diversification of the relief effort to capture all the needs of the people are regarded as key in working towards mitigating the possible effects of the affected people by conflict. Aspirations and dreams of the beneficiaries are renewed through these projects by the humanitarian organizations which make them resort to helping and assisting fellow community members. It is also evident that the on-going conflicts have a degree of ethnic inclination and influence and because of such there are quite some draw backs based on the communal interests in determining conflict resolution yet these conflicts are hampering realization of communal, state and humanitarian organizations led projects in different areas.

The activities or projects being undertaken by humanitarian organizations lead to achievements of NGOs in infrastructure , laws and policies that guide the normal daily activities of the people. For example, through national projects undertaken by the NGOs that are beneficial to all the people, like construction of roads, schools, hospitals help unite people of different ethnic backgrounds and enable them see each other as integral to the success of  country regardless of their ethnic orientation.

There are also challenges that if solved by the people, humanitarian organizations and the government; there would be more stability and cohesion not only for neighboring communities but for the country as a whole. Political understanding is a process that is still being supported by various stakeholders’ not only humanitarian organizations but regional bodies as well. Respect for human rights in times of conflict, provision of shelter, food, clothing and so on by the humanitarian organizations help integrate the society as they appreciate the need and importance for the existence of others. Agencies like the Red Cross serve all the opposing sides in times of conflict because of the international laws and policies they are applying hence putting up the face of humanity in times of crisis leading to social cohesion and love for one another regardless of racial background. The government needs to also adopt conducive laws and policies that motivate operations of humanitarian agencies will in the long run help inculcate a culture of tolerance and acceptance of the diverse groups in the country for stability and peace.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

The study sought to establish the contributions of humanitarian aid towards the national cohesion and integration of the people of Sudan. This chapter therefore covers theoretical aspects of review of the literature work, and empirical review, summary of review of literature and research gap. The literature review will be grounded on the above theories discussed earlier. 

2.2 Review of Theoretical Literature

Cohesion and integration of any society forms the basis upon which socio-economic and political progress are based. Klopp (2008) states, “The process of separation produced by displacement creates economic challenges. Violence often disrupts the local economy, which depends on interethnic cooperation for market access, labor, and transportation services. The loss of producers—small businesses and farmers—often worsens the prospects for local economic recovery where violence occurs.”  Where IDPs settle, either as integrated displaced or as impoverished settlers on marginal and unproductive lands and urban slums as described partly by transformation theory, they generate new challenges. New ethnically homogenous and unsustainable settlements can increase the potential for violent conflicts between the displaced and host communities, even if the two groups share cultural identities, as the newcomers’ needs for water, firewood, and other resources create environmental and social damages that spill over to the host community. Relief food in such new settlements from available humanitarian organizations can also undercut local economies. 

Integration in the society, and social cohesion are both elements that society  demands of through various processes. Population integration and social cohesion are due to continuous communication, sharing, collaborating where small and bigger ethnic groups adapt to one another and more opportunities are presented through the diversification of cultures, economic activities and different competitive political ideologies. Ford (2011) illustrates that communities that are living together harmoniously are believed to be peaceful, that is achieved when members of that society perceive themselves and others in ethnic terms like in South Sudan, while these attributes have very little or no impact on opportunities and life chances that can be harnessed, as quality of living standards are regarded in neighborhoods that is not considering people’s colors, language and ethnic orientation."

All too often, tertiary institutions are ignored in peace building and scattered NGO actors tend to engage in a number of activities with no clear overall coordination. Many of these activities are helpful and meaningful to those who participate in them, but the overall efficacy of these programs in addressing the deep dynamics of violence and displacement is questionable. According to Smillie (2004) upholding of the various human rights, access to basic commodities and dignity illustrates activities that lead to the enhancement of cohesion and integration of a people in any society. Fairness and equity in line of service are held highly by the numerous humanitarian agencies in different ways of meeting the societal needs and programs hence realization of unity, cohesion and integration of the society. Kothari (2004) posits that progressive activities of the humanitarian organizations are undertaken because of the guidelines taken leading to achievable actions that also lead to refugees being assisted. Basically, humanitarian programs or aid is mostly leveled against the idea that it is morally expected for those who “have” to reach out and address the needs of those who ” have not” in the society due to various circumstances as well as the well-wishers, the state and the international community. 

Humanitarian role in either enhancing stability or instability has attracted debates from all sources. Different agencies or institutions have since time immemorial packaged themselves as entities of progress and development (Brown, 2010). There are differences that are experienced in matters of cohesion and integration according to Durkheim who was actually a contemporary of Weber. Different theorists like Marx and Weber in many ways explain how the different actors exploit existing opportunities that can help enhance integration and cohesion of the people to their disadvantage. The existence of various interests in the community led to their regulation as well and for that reason there exists social order. Due to such, conflict among different parties, persons or groups happened as an essentiality that led to resolution and order as a result. 

According to UNCHR Report (2014) in combating ethnic divisions that are a hindrance to community cohesion and integration many strategies have to be used to ensure communities are living in harmony and in good terms with each other. To ensure dialogue and that everybody is talking to each other a communication strategy that is strong needs to be put in place. This will ensure the stereotypes in place are countered together with other negative practices. For community members to be able to dialogue they will need leaders that are visionary and those that can ensure good governance. This can be done through empowerment of communities where they participate in decision making processes. This is only achievable if a bottom up approach and consultation are followed. Activities that encourage dialogue and communication within the community should be encouraged. These activities can include activities like education as schools are socialization places where people of different cultures meet and exchange ideas and cultures as they continue with their everyday learning activities. It is through educational activities that members of a community can engage and critique each other positively. In school people are able to able to challenge each other politically without raising emotions that are a major cause of conflict. Sports are also an important factor as they unite people across cultures, communities, countries and 14 continents creating emotional bonds that help reduce conflicts since people will be attached and are less likely to harm each other. Culture if used positively by people in a given community can promote dialogue. Positive ethnicity where different sub-cultures and ethnicities engage positively capitalizing on the positives can go a long way in creating harmony in a given community (Guterres, 2015). 
The different programs of humanitarian organizations are generally in a cycle of development that supports the larger objectives in the society. However, Simms and Trim (2011) indicates, that existing differences in many interventions and humanitarian assistance are realized in different crisis. Humanitarian programs  in South Sudan are  meant to reach out to  dire economic needs and are mostly undertaken by the NGOs with some little involvement of the state in terms of administration. As an intervention apart from NGOs activities, there is the involvement of the military to achieve various economic as well as political agenda. Simms and Trim (2011) further illustrates, these aid support at times are drawn from direct state to state support towards achieving specific agenda in the recipient country.

Rahman and Ali (2019) in their research on transforming ethnic conflict and building peace in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh, argued that Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) has experienced conflicts and violence between the state and indigenous groups since 1980s. However, despite the ceasefire, the intercommunal violence continues in the CHT. 

Bigagli (2020) investigated the unintended consequences of the Ohrid Framework Agreement (OFA)-induced ethnic self-ghettoisation within the public higher education system and, by the same token, it critiqued the OFA’s lack of mechanisms to reach across the ethnic divide through the lenses of a rights-based approach to education. The researcher argued that without a strong governmental commitment to deethnicize education by transcending the OFA’s intrinsic limits, power-sharing remains permeable to political manipulation which critically hampers social transformation and increases the probability of inter-ethnic tension, further weakening the peace process. Though this study’s sole focus was on deethnicization in higher learning institutions, it highlights the consequences of political manipulation to cohesion which this study seeks to assess. 

Mumbua (2018) noted that with regards to the role of devolution in resolution of intercommunal conflicts, the rights and interests of minorities are progressively being recognized but it is yet to meet the threshold that would reduce conflict in Kenya. The researcher further noted that devolution has contributed to public participation and political representation especially among the marginalized communities through negotiated democracy. These have helped in curbing intercommunal conflicts in War-torn Counties.

Ngure (2014) while studying the role of peace support operations in transitional justice in Rwanda observed that in Sub-Saharan Africa, the mandate of peace support operations has been minimal and not specific to administering transitional justice processes. Possibly this could be due to the nature of PSOs and how they are deployed to various regions during peace enforcement or peace-making. Sub-Saharan Africa has been unique in the sense that the timing and implementation of Transitional Justice has not been solely a transitioning period, although some have. The research study deduced that Sub-Saharan Africa countries and Rwanda in particular needs to consider mooting a policy that will address transitional justice to address border spillovers. Given that the current study aims at addressing the contribution of the humanitarian organizations towards inter-communal cohesion, the current study addressed the mechanisms that are being employed to address conflict spillovers at the inter-community level. 

The need to outline contributions of the humanitarian aid towards cohesion and integration remains an area of interest for many scholars, economists and other interested parties in this specific field. The transformational conflict theory as well depicts the idea of ensuring the deeper causative agents of deep-rooted conflicts are identified and addressed over the required period of time as well. This is a long-term process and not just an instant occurrence and involves other actors such as humanitarian agencies taking lead in specific roles in enhancing meeting the needs of the society like cohesion, integration and stability.
2.3 Empirical Review 
There are various strategies and practices that can help to realize peace or cohesion in the society that has been affected by conflict or other natural events in the society. These activities can be achieved by different parties and not specifically the humanitarian agencies as long as the need to have a peaceful and stable society is the driving agenda as will be addressed by other scholars. Some of these programs are not only for the conflicting communities but as well for the stable communities that would not wish to elapse to conflict. Various research points to the fact that there are various internal and external initiatives that lead to peace, cohesion or stability in a society that has experienced or is experiencing conflict. This section presents empirical reviews of different sources as relates to the realization of peaceful, cohesive societies that have suffered from conflict. 
2.3.1 Nature of Programs Undertaken to promote Cohesion among Communities

Rehabilitation and reconstruction of schools, hospitals, feeder roads, and health centers plays a key role by the humanitarian agencies in promoting cohesion and integration. The borders of the country management systems are being upgraded to ensure there is use and application of modern systems to help promote efficiency and reliability. United Nations (2017) reports that, improper road systems or their poor states affects time in trade as well as the condition of goods before their final use or consumption. Corruption also has affected the productivity of persons or entities involved in the business and this therefore leads to high prices of trading hence solutions advanced by Humanitarian agencies ensures improved livelihood. 

Bene and Nelson (2015) posit that humanitarian aid organizations’ reports and assessments indicate unique infrastructure projects regardless of sizes that vary from road rehabilitation, school and health clinic rehabilitation implemented through cash-for-work mechanisms are always of great importance more so in post conflict zones that are in dire need of such. There is a general feeling of appreciation from the people of South Sudan more so on visible large projects that benefit all citizens as they serve to motivate them all to work together and achieve more for the greater good and spirit of nationalism. Such projects further act as launching pads for more similar follow-on programming to the general communities therefore leading to consolidation and integration. United Nations (2017) reports that with USAID's Office of Food for Peace support, partner the UN World Food Program distributed nearly 19,900 metric tons of food and nutrition assistance, as well as cash-based transfers, to more than 2.3 million food-insecure people throughout South Sudan during and after the 2016 violence that rocked the country displacing civilians and making numerous become IDPs in different states of South Sudan.

NGOs are aiding government advance their presence through construction of government posts in different parts of the country to serve as administrative units. Munyes (2007) indicates that, for quite a long period of time, there has been very little success regarding government initiatives leading to dormant or invisible government presence or availability for the citizens to benefit basic services in terms of proper security, water availability, health and others for the peaceful existence of all. As a result, there are quite a number of opportunities that are being created by the humanitarian aid agencies for their daily survival to avoid parallel activities such as cattle-raiding, small arms smuggling that may affect their lives and prolong poverty amongst them and through such cohesion is achieved. Stromberg (2007) identifies different unique community-based skills through institutions like vocational skills training centers that are of great importance in the communities as they definitely open up opportunities to the community members to get engaged in productive activities agenda and for dispute reduction. These institutions always promote integration through the projects being undertaken both short and long term keeping in mind the cohesion and integration agenda. 

King (2013) points out on the various agencies serving in the emergency programs and the diversification mechanisms in production of both cash crop and food crops in different sectors of their community work. There are possibilities of widened markets as production is increasing in the communities and the general attitude from beneficiaries of the need to help avert losses that come with traditional relief methods. 
Integration projects by the humanitarian agencies for example integration of the refugees who have come back offer an opportunity for them to constructively get engaged towards the nation building of the state of South Sudan. NGOs work together with the government in monitoring and supporting IDPs and  refugees. Munyes (2007) further says, "The State also harbors a high number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and has a rising number of refugees returning from neighboring states in the post-independence period." The push by the humanitarian agencies together with the government of South Sudan towards encouraging individuals to come back to their villages and home country sends a peaceful message to the people of that different parties are concerned about their livelihood and social survival. 

Marshall (2017) writes of the brutal conflicts in Syria, South Sudan, Central African Republic and Yemen that have contributed to a significant increase in global humanitarian appeals in terms of financial, food, medical attention, infrastructure developments and even capacity building, from $7.1 billion in 2008 to more than $25 billion requested this year. These humanitarian problems or challenges are interlinked to how the community is integrated to meet their needs. Solutions to the different humanitarian suffering are also based on how quick impact projects by the humanitarian agencies are intertwined to help meet the people's needs and change their perspective towards the current conflict situation in their environment. The former addresses the underlying drivers of violence and conflict in the society through projects being undertaken, while the latter tackles some of its symptoms, such as displacement, water shortage, medical attention and food scarcity among the people undergoing the conflict situation.

2.3.2 Effectiveness of Community Projects on Cohesion among Communities

UN (2015) further points out that, Humanitarian agencies aid plays an important role in the different phases of conflict transformation in any context that it is applicable. Keeping in mind that conflict transformation is a long-term process, the different stages are met or achieved particularly by the instant availability of services, goods and skills that may in the short and long run aid towards the overall goal of integration and cohesion. Aid support is in different forms for example skills training and advancement, availability of products or goods, construction of structures and roads that enhance accessibility and storage of community assets. Conflict transformation being a long-term process requires the input of all these programs offered by the humanitarian aid organizations to aid in the process of national cohesion and integration. Some scholars or literature reviews criticize this theory of the basis of unstable process of conflict transformation as most often there is high possibility of a society almost achieving conflict transformation but collapse back chaos and more conflict despite the numerous resources and steps made towards realizing a peaceful society. The process is never smooth as assumed to be based on the various actors that come into play with different interests and goals during the process of conflict transformation.

People across the globe are experiencing the dangers of changed weather patterns or climatic changes, unique man-made violence, drought, and other unplanned health challenges. Ferguson (2017) says, these crises have led to the displacement of nearly 4 million people in South Sudan moving to nearby countries that is Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan and Uganda." The refugee crisis in South Sudan and other African countries is considered to be like others in major conflict countries in the world including the ones in Syria, Yemen and the conflict in Iraq. Humanitarian organizations both national and International have played a key role in ensuring solutions are sought that enable  peaceful settlement of these refugees in their host countries or returnees in the country. In previous observations, UN, U.S.A and other relevant entities in South Sudan had warned of and declared famine in some parts of South Sudan that would go along in influencing livelihoods in terms of survival and health. After a duration of 4 months based on the mobilization of humanitarian organizations on resources to help save the situation of the children and women who were mainly affected the famine declaration was lifted. 

Registration, verification and relocation of refugees as well as returnees have been promoted by humanitarian organizations in different parts of the country in South Sudan. Such processes have led to increased and sustained integration and cohesion successes being registered not only within the country of South Sudan but as well as within the host countries in the region.  Because of the dynamic nature of conflict in South Sudan and as it evolves, the need to ensure safety of civilians and even the returnees are key to sustainable peace and success. Devi (2017) illustrates that registering and considering the numbers and identification of the citizens of locals and returnees is always important. Ensuring these groups of people are secure, their movements and stay is facilitated by the relevant agencies, easy access to legal systems and enhanced protection ensures success.  In DRC for example, there is large number of refugees that are occupying the borders and there are ongoing efforts to ensure they are relocated so as to ensure improved border monitoring and verification of persons. These efforts are geared to ensure civilians access justice and law to help improve peaceful and successful resettlement of the refugees without initiating new or old conflicts.

The existing humanitarian organizations are undertaking community sensitization that are geared towards ensuring awareness sessions on child protection, dialogue for the community people on the issues that are affecting them are addressed. Such initiatives have led to a more peaceful and cohesive societies as such operations are strengthened by the various actors. Dhala (2017) shares that; in responding to the population needs through their identification, registration, their case management of the children that are at risk of other general challenges that come with conflict and refugees or IDP status. Humanitarian actors still will ensure there is family tracing and reunification for the already identified persons more so children. At the same time mental health treatment or support, psychosocial support for the various targeted communities and this is handled through counseling and creation of child friendly spaces.  
Apart from famine and drought response mechanisms, various humanitarian organizations have been working on the ground to prevent future outbreaks of such and conflict itself for example; The World Food Program assisted 4 million people in 2016, deploying rapid-response teams to remote parts of the country (South Sudan) to deliver food aid more so to the children who are homeless and to the hopeless women that were affected by the conflict. International Organizations like the Oxfam International provided food, water, and sanitation services to hundreds of thousands of people in refugee camps in various parts or counties of the country. The contribution of humanitarian organizations towards returnees and IDPs cohesion in respective communities has proved to be one of the very expensive humanitarian emergency exercises in the world. Frouws (2016) indicates that, by August 2017 in South Sudan, just about 28 percent of UNHCR funding needs for Sudanese had been met in terms of provision and protection, leaving a gap of $633.4 million to fully cushion the needy population out of hunger. These efforts have ensured registration of success towards the peaceful integration of the people and improved cohesion among them. 

Monitoring and Reporting Mechanisms (MRM) by the humanitarian organizations in South Sudan receives numerous reports on cases of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV), forced marriages of the IDPs, abduction cases, recruitment of children to join different armed groups on daily basis. The mechanism is set to enable the organizations follow up on such cases, provide support to the victims as well as engaging the government towards solutions that will respect the will and dignity of every person in the country. These numerous protection crises in the country have led to the humanitarian situation to deteriorate amidst constant steps by the organizations to help victims and to enable them integrate and live cohesively amongst themselves in the different parts of the country.  

Construction and designing of protection of Civilian sites has also been an activity being undertaken by various humanitarian organizations and Ferguson (2017) states, the many South Sudanese that are internally displaced are residing in Protection of Civilian sites of which the number that needs humanitarian support has been rising as a result of the armed conflict, continuous widespread inter-community violence, ever existing food insecurity and disease outbreaks. Efforts by the relevant agencies tasked with tracking and updating of the daily achievements has been more successful than expected. It has reunited families and is encouraging working and living together in the country. 
Some of displacements are due to hunger as there is no sustainable source of food in the various families and because of the conflicts South Sudanese do not grow crops mostly depending on ratios provided for by the humanitarian agencies. Humanitarian organizations have initiated short term income generation mechanisms, training of farmers on modern farming techniques, availability of treated seeds that can withstand harsh environmental conditions, village nurses` capacity training. These programs promote cohesion of the people more so the returnees and the IDPs who have come back to their homes. Devi (2017) discusses how regional bodies or entities like the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has always been at the forefront in finding both socio-political and economic solutions to the new state of South Sudan. There have been mediation efforts by IGAD addressing the ever-evolving conflict of South Sudan more so in line with the political solutions. Due to such regional coordination and efforts there has been positive progress in addressing and settling of refugees as returnees or in foreign countries too within the region. 
2.3.3 Challenges Facing Human Organizations in Fostering Inter-Communal Cohesion

Inter-communal cohesion as a long term objective is to enable the communities or the citizens to see value in each other in whatever they are undertaking to earn their daily needs. The shared unity among the diverse groups leads to exercising of freedom, democratic practices and just peace that at the end promotes the rule of law. The more the people are united and are confronting national issues or challenges the more they will appreciate their diversity instead of castigating the general challenges to the people of opposite tribes. The people will therefore strive for unity of purpose against class, ethnicity grouping or even religion assumptions that leads to tensions and conflicts. (Nielsen & Nielson, 2011).

Despite all these, there are challenges to inter-communal cohesion as most observations depict that where there is disintegration and lack of unity in practice,  the people definitely becomes unequal regarding leadership, economic as well as socio-cultural aspects of life. It is also evident that culture or its practices has a great role towards the resolution of conflicts and how decisions are made. Gender, beliefs on manner in which there is expectation how parties engraved in conflict will be addressed. Societal symbols, values and cultural expectations are being used to highly influence outcomes of conflicts against the backdrop of today's institutional roles and expectations on the same (Devi, 2017).

Challenges to Human rights organizations range from economic, political and social spheres which are greatly contributed to by the nature of human relationships or way of life with competing interests. Whether a conflict exists at all is a cultural question. In every conflict, it is observed that the economic and the political expectations of the people have a greater role and influence regardless of the extent of the differences. And in every conflict that touches our feelings or destroys our beliefs means the input and contribution of cultural input will always be evident. Interestingly, it is also assumed that the conflict in the middle East between Israel and Palestine are not just limited to territorial boundary but also touches on the people's ways of living and meaning attached to them (Nyawalo, 2011). 

In South Sudan, there are very many small sub tribes and these have resulted to tribal curses through conflict and competition against the possible advantages that they both can be deriving and exploiting for growth and development. Of concern at the same time today is the growing groups of professionals in the education, business, political and many more regarding and keeping their interests away from the general population and mostly concerns and groups to forge their specific competing goals and interests (Nyawalo, 2011).

There are also challenges that befall two or more identifiable groups in the society with conscious rebellion or opposition as they pursue their generally incompatible goals. And mostly they can be religious, political, ethnic and even linguistic grouping in the society. Again it is at least understood that most of these conflicts will be based on the values and customs of supremacy in ideologies or beliefs in the society. Major objectives of rivals like in the state of South Sudan is to completely eliminate their rivals or competitors in every form of disagreement. So out of the mediation and negotiation efforts by the different humanitarian actors also requires the constant support by the government of the day for fruitful realization and adoption of peace structures by the people and other important actors in every conflict environment like South Sudan (Nielsen & Nielson, 2011).

2.4 Summary of Review of Literature and Research Gaps
The use of various strategies discussed above are means by which the different humanitarian stakeholders and the government are making efforts in ensuring there is peace and stability in South Sudan. It also comes out from the different strategies discussed in the literature review that the impact of these programs differ in terms of realizing peace in the short and long term respectively depending on the social, economic and environmental factors among others. Magesan and Swee (2018) examined the effects of foreign aid on integration in different countries and the resulting findings illustrated that with different forms of foreign aid, there is likelihood that humanitarian help do contribute to cohesion or integration in different parts of the world. Marks (2006) humanitarians come from different backgrounds in different parts of the world and work in a wide variety of sectors - health, education, logistics, and agriculture and so on to meet the immediate demands of the people suffering. 

Research still suggests that effective Aid Workers possess similar characteristics as they try to respond to the varied humanitarian challenges. Humanitarian organizations must also be able to talk to people in order to calm emotions, diffuse situations, and determine the way forward and in the process find integrative means for the people as well as enhance cohesion of the society. Effective communication skills are one of the hallmarks of a good humanitarian in different parts of the world. Most organizations mainstreaming conflict sensitivity recognize that a shift in organizational culture is a prerequisite. Rudolf and Scott (2014) partnerships complicate matters, since such cultural changes must take place in multiple organizations.

Integrating peace building is neither simple nor straightforward. In addition to juggling other crosscutting considerations such as gender and environment, several challenging dilemmas remain to be addressed. Comprehensive national peace strategies often only emerge after years of negotiation and planning subsequent to the signature of peace accords. In the absence of a comprehensive national peace strategy, many organizations tend to overvalue the contribution of their projects. This study therefore aimed to determine the contributions of humanitarian aid towards cohesion and integration in South Sudan with special reference to peace building activities, laws and the policies being used, cash for work activities and humanitarian community-based projects. 

Although the government of South Sudan and the humanitarian aid organizations have spent considerable resources, both financial and material, towards promotion of cohesion programs in the country, there has been comparatively little attention and focus directed towards assessing the impact of the activities of various organizations that relate to cohesion of the people of South Sudan. Similarly, research gaps also arise from the paucity of studies centered on cohesion strategies already put in place by the government yet the problem of inter-ethnic tensions, conflicts, theft and robbery still persists. Again, no research has been conducted on this subject in Pageri County, Imatong State where the population comprises of returnees, IDPs and the locals who did not flee during the conflict periods. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the research design and methodology that was used by the researcher during the research process. The research design, population of the study, sample design, data collection, data analysis and ethical considerations of the study are discussed herein. 

3.2 Research Design

According to Kothari (2010), research design is the strategy that’s adopted by researchers to bring together different components of information in a logical manner with the objective of providing solutions to the existing research problem. The study adopted a descriptive survey design which involves describing, recording, analyzing and interpreting conditions that exist. This design was applied mainly because it gives a true reflection of things as they are on the ground. This therefore makes the results significant even when analyzing multiple variables, where many questions can be asked about a given topic giving considerable flexibility to the analysis of the study. It also allows various data collection methods for example; questionnaire, interview and standardized questions methods to ensure reliability of the items is determined. 

3.3 Research Site

According to Kombo and Tromp (2011) the research site is important because it has an impact on the usefulness of information produced. This study was conducted in Pageri County, one of the 12 counties comprising of Imatong State which is located in the Equatorial Region and it borders Jubek to the West, Namorunyang to the East and Uganda to the South. This County was highly affected by the previous conflicts and South Sudanese crossed the border to Uganda as refugees and many more internally displaced (IDPs). The County borders Uganda and this facilitated easy movement of the refugees and returnees in and out of the country. There are very few humanitarian organizations working in County. Therefore, it best suited the study in outlining how the different humanitarian aid organizations have been able to spearhead integration and cohesion. 
3.4 Target Population

Denscombe (2012) states that population refers to total individuals the researcher intends to retrieve a sample from with the aim of collecting information towards understanding study phenomenon. West &Vonk (2010) posit that target population is the group of people that the research intends to apply to or reach out to. A target population gives a firm foundation and first step upon which to build population validity of the study. The study targeted leaders from the different stakeholders that are involved either directly or indirectly with the different humanitarian aid activities in South Sudan. Therefore, Civil Society Organizations' leaders, NGOs’ managers, beneficiaries of aid project’s leaders, National government representatives, Local (Boma) leaders and Church leaders will consist the target population of this study. The table below briefly highlights the targeted number of individuals under each category of this study. 
Table 3. 1: Target population

	Category 
	Target Population
	Percent (%)

	Beneficiaries of aid projects
	218
	39.7

	Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) staffs'
	105
	19.0

	Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) staffs'
	97
	17.6

	Local (Boma) leadership/Community leaders
	46
	8.4

	Pageri County Government Officers' Representatives 
	27
	4.9

	Pageri County Religious leaders Representatives 
	57
	10.4

	TOTAL
	550
	100


Source: Pageri County Government Registry (2020)
3.5 Determination of Study Sample

The study sample was drawn from the study population of 550 in terms of their representative percentage and not from the whole target population. 

3.5.1 Sampling Procedure
Ogula (2005) sampling is a procedure, process and technique of choosing a sub-group from a population to participate in the study. The individuals selected represented the larger group from which they came from. In this study probability sampling technique was used to ensure that all the participants had an equal opportunity to participate in the study. Stratified random sampling was used as it involves grouping the individuals into strata of local leaders, national leaders, beneficiaries of aid projects, religious leaders, NGO staffs as well as CSOs staffs. Individual respondents were then being selected randomly from each of the stratum to complete the questionnaires. Interviews were conducted to those respondents who were not able to fill in the questionnaire. 

3.5.2 Study Sample Size

Mugenda and Mugenda (2008) states that, a sample is a smaller group obtained from the accessible population of the study. The sample has to be representative of the whole population capturing the relevant characteristics. Each case in the sample is referred to as respondent or interviewees. The study adopted Yamane (2008) formula to arrive at the appropriate sample that is representative of the target population. Sample size as therefore arrived at using the following formula

n = N

(1+Ne²)

Where:

n = Minimum Sample Size

N = Population

E = precision set at 95% (5% = 0.05)

Hence; n = 550/1+ (550x0.0025)

n = 232
Table 3. 2: Sample Size
	Category  
	Target Population
	Sample Size
	Percent (%)

	Beneficiaries of aid projects
	218
	92
	39.7

	Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) staffs'
	105
	44
	19.0

	Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) staffs'
	97
	41
	17.6

	Local (Boma) leadership
	46
	19
	8.4

	Pageri County Government Officers' Representatives 
	27
	12
	4.9

	Pageri County Religious leaders Representatives 
	57
	24
	10.4

	TOTAL
	550
	232
	100


Source: Researcher, 2020
Table 3.2 above shows the sample size from every category target population as well as in their respective percentage. The target population was 550 people and this number enabled the researcher to sample adequately information within that Pageri County Government. Due to continuous restructuring of the government leadership, NGOs projects serving at different timelines consider returnees as beneficiaries of their projects. Therefore, the researchers' sample size from every category ensured adequate and relevant information was acquired. 

3.6 Data Collection Measures

This section covers the data collection instruments which include piloting, validity and reliability of the instruments and the data collection process.

3.6.1 Developing of Instruments

Questionnaires and interview guides were used to collect data from the respondents. The use of questionnaires was useful because a large number of respondents was reached within a short time and at the same time enabling the respondents to have ample time to respond to the questions while maintaining their confidentiality. Questions were developed for each section of the questionnaire as per the research objectives. Both the questionnaire and the interview schedule will consist of both open and closed ended questions. 

3.6.2 Data Collection Procedure

Data collection is the process of gathering information related to research questions (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2008). The procedures involved coming up with a questionnaire which has both open and closed ended questions for respondents to fill, the research also conducted interviews via telephone calls where respondents with vital information were physically unreachable so as to save on time. Printed questionnaires were self-administered to the respondents in the field. The researcher also prepared interview sessions to gather more information from respondents who were not in a position to give answers via questionnaires. 
3.6.3 Pilot testing of the Research Instrument

Pilot testing was done in Magwi County which neighbors Pageri County and has the same population characteristics. Questionnaires were issued to 5% of the target population to ascertain the accuracy of the research tool. The study assumed that the rule of thumb at 5% of the sample size consisted of pilot test (Cooper & Schindler, 2010). 

3.6.4 Reliability of Research Instruments

Mugenda and Mugenda (2008) defined reliability as the ability of a research instrument to consistently measure characteristics of interest over time. This is the degree to which research instrument will give consistent results after repeated trials for example undertaking the test twice to a subject with the same score. In this study the researcher issued questionnaires to 5% of the target population from Magwi County; this county neighbors Pageri County. The same questionnaire was issued to the same respondents to determine their consistency in responding to the research questions in the questionnaire. All this aimed at determining how reliable and valid the research tool is.

3.6.5 Validity of Research Instrument

According to Mugenda and Mugenda (2008), validity refers to the degree to which evidence and theory support the interpretation of test scores entailed by use of tests. To test for instrument validity, the research sought expert opinion from professionals on the accuracy of the data collection instrument. The experts reviewed the questions as per the research objectives to determine whether they accurately represent the variables. Then they had the opportunity to adjust the research instruments. 

3.7 Data Processing and Analysis

The collected data was analyzed through both quantitative and qualitative processes whereby quantitative approach involved descriptive analysis of the frequencies and the percentages captured from the quantitative data in form of tables and graphs. Descriptive statistics such as percentages, frequency mean, and standard deviations were used in the analysis of data. Descriptive statistics was preferred because data to be collected for use was qualitative in nature. Data from questionnaires was coded and logged in the computer using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS 21) to calculate the percentages, frequency mean, and standard deviations. The results were then presented using figures, tables and charts for easy understanding. This allowed easy interpretation of findings generated and for coming up with recommendations. Qualitative responses were analyzed and results harmonized with those of descriptive aspects. Content analysis was used to analyze qualitative data.

3.8 Ethical Considerations
The researcher sought consent from the humanitarian organizations to collect data useful for the study. This therefore meant that the study was made public and mainly for academic purpose. The process of data collection also involved getting research instruments approved by the university supervisor in relation to its content and also requesting a permission letter from the university administration. The researcher also requested for permission from the humanitarian agencies management which led to request of respondents’ consent towards participation in the study.
Information provided by the respondents was made private and purely used for academic purpose. A permit to authorize the research was sought from Pageri County through the lead County Organization. A letter of authorization was also sought from Africa Nazarene University to assist in data collection. As such the respondents won’t be required to provide their names or related information on the questionnaires to aid their safety. Significantly the researcher used the findings to help improve the activities of humanitarian agencies in South Sudan and not for self-benefit or as a retaliatory tool. This improved the value and meaning of the study. Thus, the research findings were accessible to the humanitarian organizations, authority and scholars.

CHAPTER FOUR

FINDINGS AND DATA ANALYSIS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter comprises of data analysis, data presentation and the interpretation of findings of the study. The purpose of this study was to establish the relationship between the independent variables; nature of programs undertaken (Human rights and advocacy, civic education and cash for work-programs),  effectiveness of community projects initiated by humanitarians (School attendance by learners, farmers and local resolution of disputes) and challenges facing humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion (Financial , political  instability and infrastructure) and the dependent variable inter-communal cohesion (Peace & stability, Peaceful elections, free movement  and trade) in  Pageri County South-Sudan

4.2 Response Rate

To achieve the objectives of this study, a random sample size of 232 respondents was selected to represent the Pageri County, South-Sudan residents. Data collection was carried out by administering 232 questionnaires to the selected respondents. Only 200 questionnaires were duly filled and returned for data analysis. 

Table 4. 1: Response Rate
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Returned 
	200
	86%

	Not returned
	32
	14%

	Total
	232
	100%


Source: Researcher, 2020
This represents 86% response rate which is adequate for data analysis and to draw a reasonable conclusion. Mugenda & Mugenda (2003) argued that a 50% response rate as being adequate, 60% response rate as being good, while 70% as very good from which to draw conclusion. Hence, the response rate for this study was very good to use for analysis. 

4.3 Background Information

This sub-section investigates on respondent’s background information; mainly it includes occupation, level of education, duration of employment and whether the respondent has been a refugee or IDP in South Sudan.
4.3.1 Occupation of the Respondents

The study sought to establish the occupation of the respondents. This was sought in a view of establishing equality in involving different stakeholders in the recruitment of the respondents. The analysis of the results is presented in Figure 4.1. 

[image: image2.png]= Civil Servant

"G

1, 40%

19%

er, 1,




Figure 4. 1: Current occupation of respondents

With regards to the current occupation of respondents, Figure 4.1 shows that 19% of the respondents were social workers, 40% were civil servants, 26 % were business persons, 5% were religious leaders and 10% were community workers. This implies that various stakeholders and professionals in the County government were equitably involved in this research. Given that intercommunal cohesion in a post-conflict County like South Sudan, integration of various stakeholders and communities is important to achieve lasting peace.
4.3.2 Level of Education

The study sought to investigate the level of education for the respondents. This would serve to ensure that equality was achieved in terms of considering various educational backgrounds from the respondents. It also sought to investigate whether the respondents were well educated to contribute to the matters held in this study. The results analysis is presented in figure 4.2. 
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Figure 4. 2: Level of Education of the Respondents
Figure 4.2 shows that 44% of the respondents had achieved a senior high school level of education, 22% of them had certificates or diplomas, 9% undergraduates, 8% were university graduates, and 14% were not in any mentioned education level. It was established that, 3% of the respondents had other education level which included traditional education system. This showed that majority of the respondents were well educated which implies that they were in a position to respond to the research question comfortably and are likely to reduce the biasness that comes with less education among the respondents.
4.3.3 Duration of Occupation

The study sought to determine the duration in time that the respondent had held his or her current position. The results of the analysis are as presented in figure 4.3. 
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Figure 4. 3: Number of years the respondents had been in their current occupation

Figure 4.3 shows that, 47% of the respondents were those who had been in their current occupation for 1-2 years. It also depicts that, 34% of them had been in their current occupation for 3-5 years, 13% of the respondents had remained in their current occupation for 6-8 years and 5% had been in their current occupation for more than 10years. This implies that, the respondents had been in their current position for quite some time hence viable to contribute to the findings of this study.

4.3.4 Respondents being refugees or IDP in South-Sudan

The study sought to establish whether the respondents had been refugees or IDP in their South Sudan. Figure 4.4 shows analysis of the results. 
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Figure 4. 4: Respondents being refugees or IDP in South-Sudan

This figure shows that 47% of the respondents had been refugees, 34% had been IDPs and only 18% of the respondents were neither refugees nor IDPs. This shows that, most of the respondents had experienced the impact of humanitarian organization either as refugees and IDP hence viable for this study.

4.4 Nature of Programs Undertaken by Humanitarian Organizations to Promote Inter-Communal Cohesion

The study sought to establish the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations to foster inter-communal cohesion in Pageri County, South Sudan. The respondents were requiring to indicate the humanitarian programs that they had benefited from, either directly or indirectly. Figure 4.5 is a representation of the results analysis. 
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Figure 4. 5: Nature of Programs Undertaken to Promote Inter-Communal Cohesion

As presented in figure 4.5, 17% of the respondents had benefited from health program, 11% from civic education program, 13% from vocational training program, 8% from agricultural program, 21% from peace building program, 5% from business support program, 16% from dialogue and reconciliation program, 3% from cash for work program and 6% from gender advocacy program. This is an implication that, humanitarian organizations are engaged in various programs that significantly influence the lives of the target population.

The respondents were further required to indicate the degree to which the agreed or disagreed on statements relating to the nature of humanitarian programs towards fostering inter-communal cohesion. Analysis of the results is presented in table 4.2.

Table 4. 2: Nature of Programs towards Cohesion

	Nature of Programs towards Cohesion
	True
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Mean

	Human rights advocacy and civic education has enhanced awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities
	196
	3
	1
	2.975

	Cash for work related programs has promoted trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and communities
	190
	9
	1
	2.945

	Provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) has improved communities’ mindset from conflict activities to value modern source of income/livelihood.
	186
	11
	3
	2.915

	Increased farming activities in conflict prone zones have reduced tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly source of livelihoods
	181
	16
	3
	2.890

	Community dialogues and reconciliation programs have led to improved relationship amongst the conflicting communities.
	191
	7
	2
	2.945


(Source: Field data, 2019)
Table 4.2 shows the respondents agreed with the statements that human rights advocacy and civic education has enhanced awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities (Weighted mean of 2.975). The respondents also agreed that, cash for work related programs has promoted trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and communities (Weighted mean of 2.945). It was also established that provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) has improved communities’ mindset from conflict activities to value modern source of income/livelihood (Weighted mean of 2.925). It was agreed that, increased farming activities in conflict prone zones have reduced tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly source of livelihoods (Weighted mean of 2.890) and Community dialogues and reconciliation programs have led to improved relationship amongst the conflicting communities (Weighted mean of 2.945). This implies that, the role of humanitarian organizations is very important to the target population. It also implies that, the programs undertaken by humanitarian organization are resourceful and benefit the target population in different ways. 
4.5 Effectiveness of Community Projects and Inter-Communal Cohesion.

They sought to investigate the level to which the respondents agree or disagree with the effectiveness of community projects towards inter-communal cohesion. Table 4.3 presents an analysis of the results. 

Table 4. 3: Effectiveness of Community Projects and Inter-Communal Cohesion

	Effectiveness of Community Projects towards inter-communal cohesion
	Agree
	Neutral 
	Disagree
	Mean

	Different conflicting community members are sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs
	179
	15
	6
	2.865

	Schools and health centers are effective and offering services to all in different parts of the country
	190
	8
	2
	2.940

	Inter-communal resolutions are obeyed and respected
	186
	11
	3
	2.915

	Due to cash for work initiatives, more youths are involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritize conflicts as way of life
	191
	8
	1
	2.950

	There is increased number of returnees and reduced number of IDPs centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society.
	189
	9
	2
	2.935


Source: field data, 2020
Table 4.3 shows the respondents agreed to the statement, that different conflicting community members are sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs (Weighted mean of 2.865), schools and health centers are effective and offering services to all in different parts of the country (Weighted mean of 2.940), inter-communal resolutions are obeyed (Weighted mean of 2.915),  due to cash for work initiatives, more youths are involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritize conflicts as way of life (Weighted mean of 2.950) and there is increased number of returnees and reduced number of IDPs centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society (Weighted mean of 2.935). This is an implication that, humanitarian organizations programs were effective and had achieved their objectives. 
The study also sought to establish if the respondents had any view concerning humanitarian organizations adhering to their main role of responding to the humanitarian emergencies contributing to peace that are their core mandate. The results of the findings are presented in figure 4.6. 
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Figure 4. 6: Effectiveness of Community Projects and Inter-Communal Cohesion
Source: Field data, 2020

As figure 4.6 presents, 82% of the respondents agreed that, humanitarian organizations adhere to their main role of responding to the humanitarian emergencies contributing to peace that are their core mandate while 18% of the respondents rejected this claim. However, this is an implication that, people are aware of the role of humanitarian organizations. 

The study also sought to investigate whether health services, school programs, court systems and others were effectively offering or providing services to the community as intended by jurisdiction. They were to rate this in a measure of 1-10. Table 4.4 is a presentation of the findings. 

Table 4. 4: Effectiveness of health services, school programs, court systems and others in              offering or providing services to the community as intended in your jurisdiction
	Service/Program
	1 / 10

	Health services effectiveness
	9

	Awareness programs on peace and reconciliation
	9

	Educational programs
	8

	Livelihood programs like provision of seed money, farming tools etc.  
	8


Source: Field data, 2020
As table 4.4 presents, health services effectiveness was rated 9/10, awareness programs on peace and reconciliation effectiveness was rated 9/10, educational programs effectiveness was rated 8/10 and livelihood programs like provision of seed money, farming tools etc. effectiveness was rated 8/10. This is an indicator that, services and programs offered by humanitarian organizations are effective in accomplishment. 
4.6 Challenges Facing Humanitarian Organizations in Fostering Inter-Communal Cohesion
The study sought to establish the challenges facing humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion.  Table 4.5 represents analysis of the findings.
Table 4. 5: Challenges Facing Humanitarian Organizations in Fostering Inter-Communal Cohesion

	Challenges faced by humanitarian organizations in South Sudan
	True
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Mean

	Short term programs do not adequately promote cohesion
	198
	2
	0
	2.990

	Little funding most often leads to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons
	193
	6
	1
	2.960

	Government agencies do not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs are fully implemented
	190
	8
	2
	2.940

	Most programs are not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries 
	189
	8
	3
	2.930

	Beneficiaries of humanitarian programs are more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs
	192
	6
	2
	2.950


Source: Field data, 2020

From table 4.5, short term programs do not adequately promote cohesion (Weighted mean of 2.990), little funding most often leads to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons (Weighted mean of 2.960), government agencies do not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs are fully implemented (Weighted mean of 2.940), most programs are not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries (Weighted mean of 2.930) and  that beneficiaries of humanitarian programs are more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs (Weighted mean of 2.950). This implies that, like any other organizations, humanitarian organizations face challenges in their implementation of the programs. 

CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

This chapter presents discussions, summary, conclusions, and recommendations. The study was guided by the following research objectives.  To establish the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations, to foster inter-communal cohesion , to determine the effectiveness of community projects initiated by humanitarian organizations on community cohesion and to assess the challenges facing Humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion with a focus on Pageri County in South Sudan.

5.2 Discussion

The purpose of this study was to establish the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards cohesion in South Sudan. This section presents the analysis of findings based on the objectives under study.

5.2.1 Nature of Programs Undertaken by Humanitarian Organizations to Foster Inter-Communal Cohesion

As regard this objective, a Pageri County Town clerk who is part of the executive of the County responded by saying, " There are many different activities of the humanitarian organizations for example demining programs are enabling the returnees to settle back into their homes with confidence of not being hit by the active mines that were left in the villages during the war." Such programs apart the safety they offer to the people, they also do enhance confidence of the people in the government on various integration agenda. After such works by the demining companies for example, the people find it appropriate to move and get engaged in their farms for production purposes. 
Based on this objective, it was established that, the respondents were aware of the programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations. The respondents had benefited directly and indirectly through humanitarian programs relating to health, civic education, vocational training, agricultural related projects, peace building, business support, dialogue and reconciliation programs, cash for work and gender advocacy programs. The respondents agreed to the statement that, human rights advocacy and civic education has enhanced awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities. Cash for work related programs had promoted trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and communities Provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) had improved communities’ mindset from conflict activities to value modern sources of income/livelihood. Increased farming activities in conflict prone zones had reduced tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly identified sources of livelihood. 
A manager for PLAN INTERNATIONAL in livelihood programs said, "Educational programs, health service support to the people who were returning has enabled beneficiaries to settle down in peace and even ensure they influence other relatives in the IDP camps in Uganda and Kenya to come back to their homes and progress with their lives." This responded was able to cite these activities as signals to the various active role being played out by humanitarian entities to promote peace and cohesion. This also shows that much work by the organizations is winning the hearts of the people and believe that amidst the various challenges they will overcome and enjoy their peaceful stay in the country. 
Community dialogues and reconciliation programs had led to improved relationships amongst the conflicting communities. These findings are concurring with Karanja’s (2016) study on the implication of NGOs on the livelihood of the communities in Kenya. Karanja’s (2016) study established that, NGOs are engaged in diverse activities in the community that are transformative in nature. A local farmer said, " Today we can have dialogue with our enemies from the Dinka who are cattle keepers and we agree on how to graze and farm because FAO staffs have been working closely with us." The projects discussed included transformative leadership, human rights advocacy and economic empowerment. These projects according to Karanja (2016), had improved the economic status of the participants and increased entrepreneurial opportunities. This is in correspondence with the fact that; humanitarian organizations are very beneficial to the community due to the programs undertaken. These findings also concur with Mumbua (2017) who established that, humanitarian organizations have greatly empowered youths through sports activities and financial support to start their own businesses. This had thus reduced the level of crimes and improved the standards of living for the youths involved. 

Educational programs right from lower primary schools to senior levels such as tertiary training institutions or colleges was evident as one of the key drivers of achieving peace and cohesion agenda in the country according to the respondents. Children, young people, women and men almost in every part of the country were identified as having interest in acquiring life skills or education that can enable them improve their survival in the country. Humanitarian organizations have been affirmed to be the drivers behind the functional learning institutions in the whole country. The previous and current conflicts reveal that the government does not have the capacity to support the education sector and therefore a majority of the learning institutions from all levels are supported by the humanitarian organizations. Learners and staffs are drawn from across different communities in South Sudan and this has greatly enabled the beneficiaries of these programs to work together and learn that their tribal differences can be used to promote their peace and development in the country. 
"I have great respect and acknowledgement to the US Embassy that is offering educational opportunities to us who are in this country so that we can go learn and come back in the future to promote development in our country. Based on my experience while in South Africa for an educational exchange program with the support of American Embassy, today I am an active citizen with my company and registered NGO promoting peace and development in our country because of the skills I acquired during my studies." From this respondent who was a beneficiary of the American government exchange program, there are positive programs that are offering their people opportunities that as of today are promoting peace and cooperation amongst the various people of the country. 
Exchange programs between South Sudan and other countries in almost every sector for example: security programs, educational programs, agricultural training programs, advocacy and empowerment programs, institutional development exchange programs has seen many diverse South Sudanese get opportunities in other countries across the globe supported by national and international humanitarian organizations. These opportunities have not only exposed but also provided opportunities for the people of South Sudan who have in many years past engaged in tribal wars to learn and acquire skills that are of great value to their lives and to the country as a whole. Exchange programs have seen the beneficiaries getting engaged in more meaningful activities after their exposure or training sessions abroad. The beneficiaries also remain useful back  home as they share the knowledge and skills gained with the many other nationals in South Sudan. They have been used as examples or ambassadors of the various programs they undertake in the country and these challenges the rest to work hard and to avoid activities that may endanger their lives and that of their families. 
5.2.2 Effectiveness of Community Projects Initiated by Humanitarian Organizations on Community Cohesion

Based on this objective, the study established that, different conflicting community members were sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs. Schools and health centers were effectively offering services to all in different parts of the country. Inter-communal resolutions were obeyed and respected. Due to cash for work initiatives, more youths were involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritized conflicts as a way of life. There was an increase in the number of returnees and a reduction in the number of IDP’s centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society.
One beneficiary and respondent in my interviews said, " There is evidence that today there are signs of peace in our country as I can take my children to school and they come back peacefully I just praise the Lord. Life was hard and our children could not think of learning or even getting medical services in the country as war was everywhere those days." This is significant response by the beneficiary of the activities of NGOs that are supporting schools and hospitals in the area.  The people are seeking services and programs that they had missed for quite some time. 
The study also confirmed that many returnees were coming back home from the neighboring countries they have been as refugees based on the positive progress being made between the local people with the various humanitarian organizations. Based on the positive progress returnees (formerly refugees) are avoiding societal challenges in the neighboring countries and coming back home to benefit from the ongoing empowerment projects in the country. In the last three (3) years there has been a steady increase in the number of returnees as observed under this study pointing to the fact that information is reaching out to many other persons who are still refugees that there are signs of peace and improved developmental activities back home. For this reason, many returnees are improving their status and avoiding conflict situations that might further lead to loss of lives in the country. An returnee from Uganda as respondent said, " Life was very hard in IDP camp when I was in Uganda but today even if I have not eaten I am sure tomorrow I will get food as I have planted my crops from the seeds I received from World Health Organization so that I get more food for the family."
The study also established that, humanitarian agencies adhered to their main role of responding to humanitarian emergencies contributing to peace which is their core mandate. In terms of humanitarian institutions` services and programs effectiveness, it was established that, health services had achieved its effectiveness. Similarly, school programs, court systems and others effectively offered and provided services to the community as intended in their jurisdiction. Awareness programs on peace and reconciliation and Livelihood programs handling provision of seed money and farming tools were also measured as effective in meeting program objectives. 

Improved infrastructure in terms of feeder roads, access roads to different villages, towns, and centres have been constructed by humanitarian agencies under cash for work platform and have greatly empowered the communities. " We can move nowadays even to the villages that are down deep in the forests as roads have been cleared by the community members from the NGOs supporting them. Actually, even we reach to the rebel zones and they welcome us as we talk to them on progress of our work." Said CARE staff serving in Pageri County. Many community members who were previously jobless and hopeless have been engaged in the daily programs by the agencies and in turn supported to earn a living. Many inaccessible locations have been opened up and the people are engaging in more agricultural activities. The new roads are linking villages (Payams) and for this reason trade has been improved amongst various communities. Reaching out to the local markets through   local roads is improving lives as communities are selling produce from their farms to various people including humanitarian actors. Apart from the roads it was also observed that humanitarian agencies are contributing and encouraging improvement of local schools, hospitals and informal learning for the community children and youths is ongoing. 
These findings concur with Action Aid case report (2018) on the effectiveness of humanitarian organizations in promoting society cohesion. It established that, the society needed more health facilities, education, food, human rights and peace. Action Aid case report (2018) stated that, through its projects with various NGOs in Kenya, the organization has been able to reduce gender-based violence cases, improved livelihood of the society and educated the society on the challenges surrounding them and on ways of curb these challenges. Some of the organizations working under Action Aid in these programs include Muhuri, Sauti ya Wanawake Pwani, and Women Empowerment Link among others. 

5.2.3 Challenges Facing Humanitarian Organizations in Fostering Inter-Communal Cohesion
Several challenges facing humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion were established in this study. Short term programs did not adequately promote cohesion. Little funding often led to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons. " The government should also support the NGOs in our area because the money for NGOs cannot be enough for all of us not just buying weapons for fighting us." Quoted by former rebel and currently a businessman in Nimule market. Government agencies did not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs are fully implemented. Most programs were not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries. Beneficiaries of humanitarian programs were more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs. Lastly, there were still some IDPs witnessed in the area which is symbolic to the challenges facing humanitarian organizations.

These findings concur with Action Aid case report (2018) which states that, humanitarian organizations face various challenges in their implementation of the programs. Some of the challenges that the report reveals include, poor response by the members of the society to the programs, members of the society being money minded and focusing on the reimbursement rather than the benefits of the programs and lack of support by government agencies in implementing the projects. A problem of lack of finance is brought out in the report where most programs do not undergo completion due to depletion of funds. 

5.3 Summary of Main Findings

 Humanitarian organizations carried out various programs in the community to foster inter-communal cohesion. These programs included, health, civic education, vocational training, agricultural related, peace building, business support, dialogue and reconciliation, cash for work and gender advocacy. 
The findings of this study are that, these programs impacted the community through, enhancing awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities, promoting trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) that had improved communities’ mindset from conflict activities to value modern source of income/livelihood. Increased farming activities in conflict prone zones had reduced tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly discovered sources of livelihoods and the programs had improved relationships amongst the conflicting communities.
The programs and services offered by humanitarian organizations were also seen to be effective in that, different conflicting community members were sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs. Schools and health centers were effective and offering services to all in different parts of the country. Inter-communal resolutions were obeyed and respected. More youths were involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritized conflicts as way of life. There was an increase in the number of returnees and a reduction in the number of IDPs centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society. 
Lastly, the study found out that, several challenges faced humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion. These challenges include, little funding that often led to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons. Government agencies did not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs were fully implemented. Most programs were not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries. Beneficiaries of humanitarian programs were more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs. Lastly, there were still some IDPs witnessed in the area which was symbolic of the challenges facing humanitarian organizations.

5.4 Conclusion

It is hereby concluded that, humanitarian organizations are very beneficial in fostering inter-communal cohesion. The organizations are beneficial to the people in various way which include: health, civic education, vocational training, agricultural related, peace building, business support, dialogue and reconciliation, cash for work and gender advocacy. Humanitarian organizations are important in fostering inter-communal cohesion. Human rights advocacy and civic education enhances awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities. Cash for work related programs promotes trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and communities Provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) improves communities’ mindset from conflict activities to value modern source of income/livelihood. Increased farming activities in conflict prone zones reduces tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly source of livelihoods. Community dialogues and reconciliation programs leads to improved relationship amongst the conflicting communities.
The study concludes that, the effectiveness of humanitarian organizations programs is depicted in the sense that different conflicting community members are sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs. Schools and health centers are effective and offering services to all in different parts of the country. Inter-communal resolutions are obeyed and respected. Due to cash for work initiatives, more youths are involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritize conflicts as way of life. There is increased number of returnees and reduced number of IDPs centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society. 

However, the study concludes that, humanitarian organizations face various challenges in fostering inter-communal cohesion through their programs. These challenges include, short term programs do not adequately promote cohesion. Little funding often leads to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons. Government agencies do not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs are fully implemented. Most programs are not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries. Beneficiaries of humanitarian programs are more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs. Lastly, there are still some IDPs witnessed in the area which is symbolic to the challenges facing humanitarian organizations.

5.5 Recommendations
Based on objective one which addresses the nature of programs undertaken by humanitarian organizations to foster inter-communal cohesion, the following are recommendations:
Community driven skills training centers should be supported by various humanitarian organizations that will ensure skills and entrepreneurship are nurtured amongst the youths and eligible persons in the communities. Such initiatives will ensure there is division of labor and therefore time and energy is spent on activities that are improving lives. Conflict is mostly precipitated by idleness amongst the young energetic persons and therefore their involvement in income related programs will enhance peace and understanding in different communities. 
Modern diversification in livelihood projects more so in agricultural activities will ensure increased opportunities and more food to feed the ever-rising population in South Sudan. Food is regarded as a catalyst for either peace or conflict in the society. Diversification will create more employment, open up more opportunities for the young women, girls, boys and men. This will also in due time reduce dependency on foreign support as the communities improve on their self-sustenance in provision. 

It is evident that there are low literacy levels in South Sudan and therefore there is limitation towards advocacy on societal issues like Gender based violence, corruption, incompetency and many more ills in the society. Programs targeting improved literacy in the different communities within the country will ensure there is enhanced advocacy and awareness on these issues. Definitely continued awareness will ensure action points, response, and that measures are taken to ensure peace which leads to cohesion is achieved. 
This study recommends that peace education programs by humanitarian organizations should emphasize on the understanding of dynamics of social conflict, the dynamics of peace , warfare and conflict resolution.  Specifically, those involved in peace education are encouraged to ensure they undertake programs that ensure people appreciate positive peace in their lives and also to understand ways through which they can utilize negative peace amidst them to their advantage. Such concepts will ensure they practice skills like mediation or negotiation skills in their normal daily lives. Donors should standardize their funding conditions such as requesting for accountability reports from Humanitarian agencies, this will alleviate the extreme pressure that cause some of the organizations to withdraw from peace building exercise due to its narrow path. 

Based on objective two that is focused on determining the effectiveness of community projects initiated by humanitarian organizations on inter-communal cohesion the following steps and practices will also lead to peace and cohesion:
Periodical assessment and monitoring of every humanitarian assistance program will ensure there is accountability and transparency in every project undertaken in line with the intended results. Sports activities, for example, amongst the different communities will point to the fact that there is improved planning and sharing of ideas and activities amidst common challenges in the different respective regions of the country.
Constant, reliable self-sustaining inter-communal dialogues point to the fact that conflicting parties and the people of Sudan are adopting and practicing learned skills to resolve communal issues that always lead to conflict and loss of lives. Most conflicts revolve around leadership, resources and dominance over other communities and therefore it is evident that humanitarian organizations are contributing towards learning of survival skills and adoption of conflict resolution methods instead of conflict. These practices will ensure young people or learners attend schools, while hospitals provide services, and that there is improved infrastructure and collaboration in different parts of the country.

Humanitarian organizations and other social organizations should continue to employ the use of Sports tournaments that enable young people who are mostly involved in the conflicts to vent out their energies and out of such competitive games they learn to appreciate their diversified talents and capabilities. They should also be able to solidly foster reconciliation, by targeting the conflicting communities and engaging them in such sporting events. This will create opportunities that are non-partisan and present possible shared strengths that can benefit the whole population in their current state and in the future. 

Income generating activities for instance; businesses being managed by young people, skilled persons being granted opportunities in institutions or government bodies, active engagement of young women and men in agriculture as well as trade will ensure the people have no time to waste and engage in wasteful discussions or politics that mostly lead to disagreements. The result of such initiatives are measurable in terms of: improved livelihood, reduced tensions as well as more available opportunities in the country. 
Empowerment and support targeting community members to use shared resources or spaces for example; market centers, churches, schools as a result of the humanitarian organizations’ input and support that are geared towards peace and harmony. The more community members will be employing the need to consolidate resources for the greater good the more humanitarian interventions in the various programs will be of value to the lives and wellbeing of all in South Sudan. 
Focusing on objective three which is :assessing the challenges facing Human organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion there are various recommendations that will lead to their resolution as well as mitigation;

The government and line ministries should work together with humanitarian organizations: propose, enact or pass policies that ensure accountability and transparency by the humanitarian actors. Such policies will ensure good working relationships and improved coordination in terms of quality, inspection and sustainability of the community projects in South Sudan. When policies are discussed by the various agencies and limitations addressed together the outcome  reduces suspicions and misconduct from the various parties hence quality work and progress will be assured . 
To limit the effect of proliferation of arms on humanitarian organizations in peace building exercise, the study recommends that humanitarian organizations and other social organizations should push the government to control guns ownership as there are many civilians in possession of arms mostly against the law. It will also be prudent for the authorities to ensure to mark and trace the different firearms in their territories and security personnel assigned to them so that during violent conflicts or robbery it is easy to trace and control possible effects. The need for continued lobbying by the humanitarian entities as well on the need to enact laws that control general public usage of rightfully owned guns or other weapons that are considered detrimental to  public peaceful co-existence. 

In addressing insecurity, there is need for the national government to engage the various tribal leaders and ensure there empowerment, collaboration and engagement in regard to matters of national interest, development, peace and security. This will ensure the people, local leaders, rebel leaders who always disrupt peace among other destructive behavior feel appreciated and part of the government in decision making. Empowerment of the many leaders and their communities definitely will ensure they understand and see importance in having peace as a country or region. The current insecurity that is rampant in different parts of South Sudan will be highly minimized. 
Humanitarian funds being channeled to organizations should be focused on projects that are beneficial and of quick impact in the communities. This will allow for their role to be appreciated and for implementation of the project to be embraced by the communities. Therefore, when funds are limited the community members will ensure they contribute to the objectives or goals of such initiatives with locally available resources. Quick impact projects enables the conflicting parties to engage in income generating activities hence avoiding conflict and its effects.

Advocacy and awareness should be provided to the South Sudanese population on the role played by humanitarian agencies and how they can participate towards the same in their communities. Advocacy against corruption and political intolerance will ensure the population are empowered to address such negative vices that can affect activities of NGOs. 
5.6 Suggestions for Further Studies

The purpose of this study was to establish the contribution of humanitarian organizations towards cohesion in South Sudan. A similar study can be conducted in other countries like Kenya in order to find out how the findings will compare to those of the present study. A study can be conducted on the declining influence of traditional conflict resolution mechanisms and its impact on peace building and conflict resolution
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE

Part A: Background Information

1. Kindly indicate your current occupation

Social worker [ ] Religious leader [ ]

Civil Servant [ ]                       Community worker [ ]

Business person [ ]

(ii). What is your educational background level?

Senior High School [ ]   

Graduate [ ]

Certificate/ Diploma [ ]

Any other Description [ ]

Undergraduate [ ] 


None of the above [ ] 

2. How long have you held your current position (If Appropriate)?

1-3 years [ ]

4-6 years [ ]

7-9 years [ ]

10 years and above [ ]

3. Have you at one point been any of the below stated persons (South Sudan)?

Refugee [ ]

IDP [ ]

None [ ]
Part B: Nature of Programs Undertaken to Promote Inter-Communal Cohesion 

4 (a). Of the following list of humanitarian programs, tick the ones you have either directly or indirectly benefited from.

Health [ ]     Civic Education [ ]    Vocational skills training   [ ]     Agricultural related [ ]   Peace Building [ ]    Business support   [ ] Dialogue and Reconciliation   [ ] Cash for Work [ ]

Gender Advocacy [ ]

4 (b). How do the programs mentioned above (4) contribute to cohesion?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….,

5. Choose from the choices given under every statement in the table below on nature of programs role towards cohesion.

	
	Nature of Programs towards Cohesion
	Agree
	Neutral 
	Disagree

	i
	Human rights advocacy and civic education has enhanced awareness of human rights and peaceful co-existence amongst the different communities
	
	
	

	ii
	Cash for work related programs has promoted trade and improved livelihood in the local markets and communities
	
	
	

	iii
	Provision of agricultural tools (seed capital) have improved communities mindset from conflict activities to value modern source of income/livelihood.
	
	
	

	iv
	Increased farming activities in conflict prone zones have reduced tensions as communities tend to be committed in their newly source of livelihoods
	
	
	

	v
	Community dialogues and reconciliation programs have led to improved relationship amongst the conflicting communities.
	
	
	


Part C: Effectiveness of Community Projects and Inter-Communal Cohesion.

8. From the table tick appropriately according to your level of observation

	
	Effectiveness of Community Projects towards inter-communal cohesion
	Agree
	Neutral 
	Disagree

	I
	Different conflicting community members are sharing markets, public spaces and forming broad community groups for sustainability programs
	
	
	

	Ii
	Schools and health centers are effective and offering services to all in different parts of the country
	
	
	

	Iii
	Inter-communal resolutions are obeyed and respected
	
	
	

	iv
	Due to cash for work initiatives, more youths are involved in developmental programs and no longer prioritize conflicts as way of life
	
	
	

	v
	There is increased number of returnees and reduced number of IDPs centers due to a more accommodating and peaceful society. 
	
	
	


9. Based on your understanding, kindly describe how your community or the people of your region have become more cohesive from a program they benefited from.

..............................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 10. According to your observation, do humanitarian organizations adhere to their main role of responding to the humanitarian emergencies contributing to peace that are their core mandate?

Yes     [  ]                  No.    [  ]

 (If NO, please explain further)

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

11. Are health services, school programs, court systems and others effectively offering or providing services to the community as intended in your jurisdiction?

Yes [ ]           No [ ].   

In a measure of 1 - 10, rate your observation.

	
	Service/Program
	1  /  10

	i
	Health services effectiveness
	

	ii
	Awareness programs on peace and reconciliation
	

	iii
	Educational programs
	

	iv
	Livelihood programs like provision of seed money, farming tools etc
	


Part D: Challenges Facing Humanitarian Organizations in Fostering Inter-Communal Cohesion

12. Based on your perspective, choose from the alternatives given regarding the challenges faced by the humanitarian organizations towards realizing a cohesive country (S. Sudan). 

	
	Challenges faced by humanitarian organizations in S Sudan
	True
	Neutral
	Disagree

	i
	Short term programs do not adequately promote cohesion
	
	
	

	ii
	Little funding most often leads to ineffective programs as few beneficiaries are engaged against the many expectant persons
	
	
	

	iii
	Government agencies do not fully coordinate with humanitarian organizations to ensure programs are fully implemented
	
	
	

	iv
	Most programs are not sustainable due to improper coordination during implementation with the targeted community beneficiaries 
	
	
	

	v
	Beneficiaries of humanitarian programs are more focused on basic needs than educational or skills acquisition programs
	
	
	


13. (a). Are there returnees or IDPs within your area of residence?

Yes [ ]    No [ ]

If yes, what key challenges do they face in their daily lives?

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

(b). what three major challenges do humanitarian organizations face while addressing their needs and that of the host communities within or around returnees or IDP camps?

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
APPENDIX II: INDEPTH INTERVIEW GUIDE WITH RESPONDENTS

Part A: Respondent Profile

1. Kindly introduce yourself
2. What is your current role towards any humanitarian aid activity if any?
3. For how long have you worked in your current capacity?
4. List names of any local, national or International Humanitarian bodies you are aware of in South Sudan.
Part B: Nature of Humanitarian organizations projects towards inter-communal cohesion 

1. State some examples of the different nature of humanitarian programs you know of. 

2. Are there some programs (nature) that you feel do not fully contribute to peace and cohesion? 

3. Do you think the latest peace agreement was directly or indirectly influenced by the Humanitarian Agencies? And how?

Part C: The effectiveness of the humanitarian organizations projects 

1. According to you, state some signs of humanitarian effectiveness within your community or region.

2. Is there hope for lasting peace and a cohesive South Sudan as per the signs you have indicated above? 

3. According to your observation, do you support the current humanitarian organizations interventions towards enhancing and promoting a peaceful and prosperous South Sudan?

Part D: Challenges that are hindering progress made by humanitarian organizations in fostering inter-communal cohesion

1. Are the current laws and policies support humanitarian programs implementation and their successful realization? ..............................

If NO, how can this be improved or changed?








2. In your observation, do communities or beneficiaries embrace the different interventions offered by the organizations and fully utilizing the available opportunities?

3. How can communities help contribute towards the success of the various programs hindered by limited funding opportunities to benefit them more?
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