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ABSTRACT 

Public authorities, Non-Governmental Organizations and individuals have come up 

with efforts to address and eradicate sexual violence against girls. Such efforts have 

failed to achieve the objectives due to concerned stakeholders' lack of adequate 

knowledge on child defilement. The main aim of this study was to examine community 

response to girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The study's specific 

objectives were: to establish the magnitude of girl child defilement; to assess the level 

of knowledge of the residents on girl child defilement; to establish predisposing factors 

to girl child defilement, and evaluate community-based interventions available on girl 

child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The study was guided by rational choice 

theory. A descriptive survey design was used in this study. The target population for 

this study was 34892 households. The study used Krejcie and Morgan formula to obtain 

a sample of 380 household heads. Further, 9 chiefs, 9 social workers, 27 secondary 

school principals, 33 primary school head teachers, and 32 church leaders were included 

in the study. Simple random sampling and purposive sampling techniques were used to 

select participants for the study. Questionnaires and key informant interview guides 

were used in collecting data. Quantitative data was analyzed using Statistical Package 

for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25, whereby percentages and frequencies were 

obtained and presented in tables and graphs. Qualitative data obtained on specific open-

ended questions were analyzed thematically and triangulated within quantitative data. 

The researcher ensured confidentiality and non-disclosure of respondents to ensure 

research ethics are adhered to. The study findings revealed that 90 (27.7%) of the 

respondents had witnessed cases of defilement many times. The study results revealed 

that there was statistically significant association between residence knowledge and 

defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 7.344, p =.007. The study findings revealed that 

cultural practices χ2 (1, N = 262) = 6.087, p =.014, media exposures χ2 (1, N = 262) = 

4.465, p =.035, poor parenting χ2 (1, N = 262) = 5.954, p =.015 and poverty χ2 (1, N = 

262) = 5.041, p =.025 are associated with defilement cases. Action taken by community 

on known defilers are statistically significant associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N 

= 262) = 10.539, p =.015. The study concluded that the area had witnessed a few cases 

of defilement by a random adult male on the road. The residents of the area had no 

knowledge of the offender of girl child defilement in the area since they never discuss 

girl child defilements at chief barazas, churches, radios, family get together, or funerals. 

The study recommended that everyone in the community is encouraged to get involved 

with other parents to help vulnerable children and their families.  
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Community response: is a voluntary system of supports and services for girl child to 

prevent defilment cases (Haug et al., 2020). 

Community-based interventions: are programs and initiatives that aim to reduce girl 

child defilement cases Ainabkoi Sub-County, Uasin Gishu County, 

Kenya (Ochen, Chi and Lawoko, 2019). 

Defilement: refers to any sexual intercourse either through sexual touch, kissing, oral, 

anal and vaginal intercourse with a girl aged 1-17, regardless of 

whether or not the child consents (Jenkins, 2020). 

Girl child: This is a young female aged between 1- 17 years of age (Efevbera et al., 

2017). 

Magnitude: refer to the extent of girl child defilement (Alene et al., 2021). 

Predisposing factors: are aspects that increase the likelihood of girl child defilement 

(Ayu et al., 2019). 

Victim/Survivor: A iperson iwho iis ioffended iby ianother iperson ias ia iresult iof icommitting ia 

icrime ito ithe iperson. iIn ithis icase, ithe idefiled igirl-child i(Ayimoro, 

i2020). 
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APRHC : African Population and Health Centre 

AYES  : Adolescence and Youth Friendly Service 

BEEP  : Bicycle for Education and Empowerment Project 

CAAC  : County Area Advisory Council 

DCC  : Deputy County Commissioner 

GGA  : Global Girls Alliance 

HIV  : Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

KCPE  : Kenya Certificate Primary Examinations 

KCSE  : Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education 

KNUT  : Kenya National Union of Teachers 

NHIF  : National Hospital Insurance Funds 

NTSA  : National Transport Service Association 

OBS  : Operation Back to School 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Introduction 

This istudy iset iout ito iexamine icommunity iresponse ion igirl ichild idefilement iin 

iAinabkoi isub-county, iUasin iGishu iCounty, iKenya. iThis ichapter ihighlights ithe istudy's 

ibackground, istatement iof ithe iproblem, iobjectives iof ithe istudy iand iresearch iquestions. iThe 

ichapter ialso ipresents ithe iassumptions iof ithe istudy, isignificance iof ithe istudy, ithe istudy's 

iscope, itheoretical iframework, idelimitation, iand ilimitations iof ithe istudy itogether iwith ithe 

iconceptual iframework. 

1.2 Background of the Study 

In any nation, children are considered the building blocks. In this manner, the 

improvement of future generation development lies in children's prosperity, and as 

such, it is essential to consider them. Banda (2016) defines defilement as a global 

phenomenon that crosses continents, countries, and socioeconomic classes. According 

to World Health Organization (WHO) estimates, 150 million girls and 73 million boys 

are defiled or subjected to other forms of sexual violence each year (Muindi, 2016). 

Although a large proportion (over 50%) of boys also face the problem of sexual abuse, 

the researcher has opted to study girls because they appear more vulnerable than boys 

(Nguyen & Chang, 2021). This inadvertently raises the question of how effective child 

protection mechanisms are in the world and in particular, Kenya thus, promoting the 

need for the present study.  

In this study, girl child defilement is defined as any form of sexual contact either 

through sexual touch, sexual kissing, oral, anal and vaginal sex. In this situation the 

culprit utilizes physical force to threaten or intimidate the girl who is below 18 years or 
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achieve sexual gratification. Girl child defilement is a global social, economic, human 

rights, and public health issue that has negative effects on both health and society 

(Gatuguta, Colombini, Seeley, Soremekun, and Devries, 2019). It is a big problem that 

affects people of all races, classes, regions, and even different ages and genders 

(Ramabu, 2020). Millions of girls around the world are still defiled and used in their 

homes, schools, and communities. These places are supposed to keep them safe. Girl 

child defilement weakens the strong foundation that children need to live healthy, 

productive lives.  

Many parents, guardians and the community alike feel that their children are no 

longer safe in any place, be it at home, school, church or with community members 

where they are likely to stray away from the ever-watchful eyes of their parents or 

caregivers (Mwamba, 2019). They are at any given time vulnerable to perpetrators who 

may either be their fathers, neighbours or indeed any close male relative. The traumatic 

experience and associated psychosocial problems are a significant social strain on 

family relationships and well-being (Thomas, Liu & Umberson, 2017). 

In the USA, community child protection structures are used to protect girls from 

defilement. Ochen, Ssengendo and Chemonges (2017) indicated that between 2011-

2015, 60% of girl’s defilement cases referred to court on girls’ defilement were 

prosecuted and perpetrators convicted. In Asia, Bangladesh has been ranked highly on 

girl child defilement cases through commercial sex trafficking within and outside the 

country. According to Odhikar (2014), four districts in Bangladesh reported 801 

incidences of rape between July 2011 and July 2012. Among the cases reported more 

than half (511) were of girls aged below 18 years.  
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In some parts of sub-Saharan Africa, as many as 24% of teenage girls are 

sexually assaulted, which can cause serious physical and mental health problems (Lucy 

et al., 2014). Laws that indicate a rapist cannot be charged if they marry the person they 

raped can also lead to more sexual violence through child marriage. Even though such 

a law was repealed in Ethiopia in 2005, anecdotal evidence suggests that "bride-

kidnapping," which is basically rape and forced marriage, did not stop until the people 

who did it were given harsh sentences in a well-known case. This means that laws that 

are based on harmful social norms can leave women and girls with few choices. In 

Uganda, despite numerous policies and techniques that have been set up to improve 

child sexual abuse, cases on girl child defilement are on the rooftop. The girl child in 

this country remains disadvantaged with close to 62% defilement cases reported from 

rural Uganda (Yahaya, 2013).  

In iKenya, iwhile ithere iare iseveral isexual ioffences iagainst ichildren, igirl ichild 

idefilement iis imost iprominent i(Wangamati iet ial. i2019). iFurther, iaccording ito iBridgewater 

i(2016) isexual iabuse iwas iexperienced iby i32 ipercent iof iKenyan igirls iand i18 ipercent iof iboys 

ibefore ithe iage iof i18. iChild isexual iabuse iis iseen ito ibe icontributed iby iincorporate ipeer 

ipressure, idrugs iand isubstance imisuse, iorphanhood, ipoverty ilevel, isocial imedia iimpact, ia 

iculture iof iquietness ion isexual iissues iand ienormous isex iinconsistencies i(Bridgewater, 

i2016). iSeveral ichildren iare idefiled iby iindividuals iin iall ilife icircles, iranging ifrom ifamily 

imembers, ibiological ifathers, istep-fathers, ireligious ileaders, iguardians, iparental ifigures 

iand ioutsiders. iWhite i(2016) irevealed ian iaverage iof iover i200 icases iof idefilement ireported 

ievery imonth iin ithe icountry. iStudies icarried iout iin iMombasa, iTaita iTaveta iand iKwale iby 

ithe iPeace iInitiative iKenya i(PIK, i2018), irevealed ithat iGender-Based iViolence i(GBV) iis 

irampant ihere, iparticularly ithe iforms ithat irelate ito ichildren.  



4 

 

Prosecution of defilement cases remains a major challenge in sought justice for 

children who are defiled. A poor investigation and lack of cooperation from the 

witnesses in child defilement make cases presented in court weak. In 2018, a team of 

people from different organisations was put together to investigate Kenya's children's 

justice system. The report they made showed that most parents do not help when 

suspects are being tried. Instead, they prefer to make deals with the offenders outside 

the court. The report shows how minors do not get justice while offenders do not have 

to pay for their crimes. Based on an analysis of police records, most of the pending 

child cases in Kenyan courts between 2016 and 2018 are about defilement. In the eight 

counties that were looked at, 69.48% of all pending cases involving children were about 

defilement (Muthoni, 2019). This has led to many cases remaining unreported and 

encouraging perpetrators to continue with the menace. Based on this background the 

study sought to establish response used by the community on cases of girl defilement 

in Ainabkoi Sub-County, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya. 

1.3 Statement of the Problem 

For the affected children, defilement is a crippling experience that has 

detrimental psychological, social, educational, and physical health effects that are 

detrimental to the affected child, their families, and society at large. Studies (Raghavan 

et al. 2014; Mutavi, Mathai, Kumar, Nganga & Obondo, 2016; and UNICEF, 2020) 

have revealed high levels of girl child defilement in Kenya. In Kenya, the reported 

prevalence of defilement among young female children is exceptionally high at 55% 

(Mutavi et al., 2016). Despite psychosocial outcomes related to the defilement of girl 

child demonstrating negative impact on children’s psychosocial, physical and mental 



5 

 

health development, most studies and interventionists have not taken into consideration 

community response towards girl child defilement.  

More so, a few existing interventions have focused more on FGM, while not 

much has been done on girl child defilement. As a result, there have been increasing 

cases of girl child defilement. The researcher argues that if there is little response or 

intervention against girl child defilement from the community, girl child remains 

vulnerable and increased cases can have irreversible developmental consequences. If a 

study was not done on community response on girl child defilement there could have 

been increased defilement cases which could lead to poor academic performance, low 

self-esteem, depression, and poor social relationships among the victim of defilement. 

Additionally, some people may experience life-threatening consequences as a result of 

the defilement, such as HIV/AIDS, pregnancy, drug or alcohol use, the development of 

serious mental illness, and suicide attempts. Despite studies (Mutavi et al., 2016; 

Wanjiru & Mugai, 2022; Liveri et al., 2023; Constance, 2019; Oguda; 2022; Helton et 

al., 2018) on girl child defilement there is still high defilement cases in Ainabkoi sub-

county as presented in Table 1.1  

Table 1.1 Defilement Cases per Sub County 

Sub-county Number of cases Percentage 

Soy 89.96 15.7 

Ainabkoi 242.38 42.3 

Turbo 151.27 26.4 

Moiben 54.44 9.5 

Kapseret 19.48 3.4 

Kesses 15.47 2.7 

Total  573 100 
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As presented in Table 1.1, Ainabkoi sub-county has the highest number of girl 

child defilement cases, followed by Soy, Turbo, Moiben, Kapseret and Kesses. The 

percentage of cases in Ainabkoi is significantly higher than in the other sub-counties, 

which suggests that there is a need for more intervention and awareness programs in 

this area. This study therefore sought to fill the gap by focusing on community response.  

The government of Kenya has taken a number of steps to address the problem 

of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The government has worked with 

local organizations to provide education and awareness-raising programs on the 

dangers of defilement. These programs have been targeted at both girls and boys, as 

well as parents and community members. The government has enacted stricter laws 

against defilement, with stiffer penalties for offenders. These laws have been welcomed 

by many, but some have argued that they are not being enforced effectively. The 

government has also provided support services to victims of defilement, such as 

counseling and medical care. These services have been praised by many, but some have 

argued that they are not reaching enough victims. Despite these efforts, the problem of 

girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County persists. It is on this basis the study 

sought to examine the influence of community response on girl child defilement in 

Ainabkoi sub-county, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya.  

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study was to understand the community's response to the 

issue of girl defilment and to identify ways to improve it. The study focused on 

magnitude of girl child defilement, the community's awareness of defilement, the 

community's response to defilement and the community's needs in addressing 

defilement.   
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1.5 Objectives of the Study 

i. To determine the magnitude of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County. 

ii. To assess the knowledge of the residents on girl child defilement in Ainabkoi 

Sub- County.  

iii. To examine the factors predisposing the girl child to defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-

County. 

iv. To evaluate available community-based interventions against girl child 

defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. 

1.6 Research Questions 

i. What is the magnitude of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County? 

ii. To what extent do resident have knowledge on girl child defilement in Ainabkoi 

Sub-County? 

iii. What are the factors predisposing the girl child to defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-

County?  

iv. Which available community-based interventions against girl child defilement in 

Ainabkoi Sub-County? 

1.7 Significance of the Study 

Understanding the community response on child defilement informed the 

interventions dealing with the well-being of sexually abused girls and other children on 

how to cope with the menace. Community response is a key determinant influencing 

the defilement rates and sustainability of interventions. Therefore, this helped uncover 

the gaps on why the number of child defilement cases is growing. Hence, relevant 

interventions may be generated to help in preventing defilement. 
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The research is foreseen to be useful to a wide scope of stakeholders who 

incorporate Government children office, social workers who handle defilement cases at 

the medical clinics and local leaders in the society. Also, the research results are used 

to raise awareness among the police, local community leaders, the judiciary, and 

government agencies about the need to stop the sexual abuse of children, especially the 

defilement of girl children in vulnerable situations. The study's results also helped 

counselling psychologist learn more about how complicated child sexual abuse and 

defilement are. This was important for making policy about the defilement of girls in 

Kenya and other places. 

Girl child benefitted from the study findings by understanding how the 

community respond to defilement cases and whom to run to when they become victims 

of defilement. The study also supported other studies in coming up with factors that 

involved other stakeholders to participate with policymakers, department of children, 

Education, local authorities, local communities, non-governmental organizations, and 

strategies that help prevent the crime. The study also contributed to further research on 

girl defilement. 

1.8 Scope of the Study 

The study targeted girl child defilement aged 1-17 years  in Ainabkoi sub-

county in Uasin Gishu County. In this study, the researcher was concerned with only 

girl child defilement. The study was carried out in Ainabkoi sub-county in Uasin Gishu 

County, Kenya in April 2021. The sub-county has nine locations namely; -Ainabkoi, 

Kapngetun, Olare, Chepngoro, Plateau, Chepkero, Kaptagat, Kipsinende and Kapsoya. 

The istudy iemployed ia idescriptive isurvey idesign. iThis iresearch idesign iis iimportant 

ibecause iinferences iabout irelations iamong ivariables iare imade, iwithout idirect iintervention 
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ifrom ia iconcomitant ivariation iof iindependent (magnitude of defilement cases, level of 

knowledge, predisposing factors and community-based interventions) and dependent 

variable (girl child defilement). The sample size for this study were 490 respondents 

comprising of 380 household heads, 9 chiefs, 9 social workers, 27 secondary school 

principals, 33 primary schools headteachers and 32 church leaders. This is because the 

researcher believes that at this age a parent is mature enough to address issues of girl 

child defilement.  

1.9 Delimitations of the Study 

In this study, the researcher only studied household in Ainabkoi sub-county 

because households tend to have extensive information on girl child defilement. The 

researcher also through a key informant collected data from the village elders, social 

workers, and children’s officers. 

The respondents were not willing to participate in the study due to sensitivity of 

defilement cases. The respondent may also fail to give true information hence 

increasing the study biasness. The researcher assured that respondents that the study 

was purely for academic purpose and the information they gave were confidential.  The 

study topic  focused on girl child defilement which could require experience of defiled 

child and their families and how the community have responded to it. 
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1.10 Limitations of the Study 

Ainabkoi sub-county is a vast county with a high population, as indicated in 

chapter 3 in this study. Therefore, through the research design adopted in this study, the 

researcher recruited only individuals from the household deemed relevant to the study. 

Based on the study's sensitivity, some of the respondents might not be willing to 

revealed information on defiled children for fear of prosecution. The researcher 

countered this by explaining the study's purpose to the participant and advise on 

voluntarily participation. To increase the respondents' validity, the researcher collected 

almost similar information using interview guides. In cases where respondents refused 

to respond the team selected a different household and sought cooperation from local 

leaders. 

1.11 Assumptions of the Study 

The first assumption is that there are cases of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi 

sub-county. The researcher assumes that the research assistant understands the subject 

matter and collected reliable data. It is also assumed that all respondent, key informants’ 

participants cooperated during the study period. The researcher also assumes that the 

data generated was reliable and answered the research questions adequately. The study 

assumes that there is magnitude of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County. The 

study also assume that the residents have knowledge about girl child defilement in 

Ainabkoi Sub- County. The study further, assume that there are predisposing factors to 

girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. Lastly, the assumed that there are 

community-based interventions available on girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-

County. 

 



11 

 

1.12 Theoretical Framework 

1.12.1 Rational Choice Theory 

This study was guided by Rational Choice Theory developed by Coleman, and 

Fararo in 1992. According to the theory, people are driven by the desires or objectives 

that represent their "preferences." They operate within certain limitations and based on 

the knowledge they have regarding the circumstances in which they operate. Bentham 

(2002) says that nature has put people under the control of two sovereign masters: pain 

and pleasure. This is the utility principle. The principle shows that people mostly decide 

for themselves whether to follow the law or break it. This depends on how afraid they 

are of what will happen if they do not follow the  rules. 

There is a real chance that the person will go to jail for a long time. Then, the 

person should think twice before breaking the law. Homans (2004) said that the way 

people act, like the way animals act, is not free but determined. It changes based on the 

rewards and punishments it faces. People do the things that get them rewards and avoid 

the things that get them in trouble. Human behaviour is based on "conditioning," which 

is the process of giving reinforcement through rewards and punishments. 

This theory focuses on the people who commit the crime and the choices they 

made before they did it. It indicates that people who break the law do so on purpose 

and hope to get something out of it. When people break the law, they have goals in 

mind, even if they are short-term or only account for a few of the benefits of the crime 

and a few risks involved. No matter how old the person is, the main goal of those who 

do these things is to satisfy their sexual needs. This lets the bad guys figure out that the 

child's chances of figuring out their plan are close to zero, lowering their chances of 

getting caught. (Rakowski, 2011). 
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They use threats to control the victim, making them feel even less likely to be 

caught. So, they do not put much stock in the fact that they could go to jail if they get 

caught. This theory is relevant to this research because Kenyan law has tried to stop 

defilement by making laws that are a deterrent and giving judges as little freedom as 

possible when deciding sentences. But the law can only work as a deterrent if it is 

implemented and enforced in a way that makes it impossible for a potential offender to 

get away without facing the punishment. 

If potential criminals knew they had a good chance of getting justice quickly, 

effectively, and on time, the crime rate would go down. Finkelhor (2014) says that the 

way the justice system handles sexual abuse may have primary effects on preventing it. 

The abuse happens because people fear getting caught and punished quickly, surely, 

and severely. So, it is important to look at how the law is put into place and see if it 

makes it easier or harder for people who might break the law to get caught and punished 

on time or if it makes it less likely that they will. 

In terms of this study, the theory posits that sexual violence against girls 

happens in the community. So, the state should deal with violence and sexual assault at 

the community level to get rid of these bad habits. How society feels about the crime 

of defilement needs to be looked at because a good law that was not accepted by society 

failed to protect children. Once society's view is taken into account, any training 

interventions to prevent defilement must be weighed against the ways to help after the 

fact. Rational Choice Theory provides a useful framework for understanding the 

community response to girl child defilement. According to the theory, individuals make 

rational choices based on the costs and benefits associated with alternative courses of 

action. The community's response to girl child defilement is significantly impacted by 
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how individuals in the community view the victim, punitive measures, and the perceived 

risks and benefits of reporting the crime. Through adopting powerful empathetic 

responses, communities can encourage reporting and ensure that all perpetrators of girl 

child defilement face the consequences of their actions. 

However, rational choice theory has been criticized for several reasons. One of 

the criticisms of rational choice theory is that it only applies in a perfect world scenario 

(Myers & Hansen, 2020). In reality, people do not always have access to all the 

information they need to make a perfectly rational choice. Additionally, not all choices 

are economically driven, and preferences can be maximized based on the determination 

of other values (Bigne, Chatzipanagiotou & Ruiz, 2020). 

Another criticism of rational choice theory is that it is not ethically neutral. 

Some scholars argue that rational choice theory encourages people to maximize 

preferences by acquiring wealth and power, which can lead to greed and selfishness 

(Herfeld, 2022). Rational choice theory is also criticized for its conformity with 

personal gain and capitalism. Rational choice theory has been criticized for its limited 

scope, ethical implications, and assumptions about human behavior. While it provides 

a useful framework for understanding individual decision-making in microeconomics, 

it does not account for the complexity of social and cultural factors that influence 

human behavior. 
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1.13 Conceptual Framework  

A conceptual framework, according to Mugenda (2008), is a structure that not 

only supports and binds together all other pieces in a logical arrangement but also offers 

form and shape to the entire system. In this study, the conceptual framework is viewed 

as a diagrammatic portrayal of the investigation's variables. Figure 1.0 below illustrates 

this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1 Conceptual Framework:, Community Response to Girl Child 

Defilement 

Source: (Author, 2023) 
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The conceptual framework above highlights the relationship between 

community response (independent variable) and girl child defilement (dependent 

variable). The study interrogated the community's level of knowledge on forms of girl 

child defilement on community response. Further, the study looked at the availability 

of information, and laws governing girl child defilement. Predisposing factors was 

examined by investigating household socio-economic background, cultural factors and 

ecological factors. Community-based interventions relied on reporting mechanisms, 

existing girl child education on sexual abuse, and community actions against 

perpetrators. The researcher finally ascertained the magnitude of defilement cases by 

understanding the number of girls defiled in a household. All the variables were 

examined to determine the extent to which they influence girl child defilement. The 

researcher interrogated intervening variables such as cultural practices and socio-

economic factors on how they affect community responses in relation to girl child 

defilement. This helped the researcher to explain the relationship between the two 

variables (independent and dependent variable). 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 

This study sets out to review relevant literature on community response to girl 

child defilement. This chapter reviews both theoretical and empirical literature related 

to community response to girl child defilement. The chapter looked at: the magnitude 

of girl child defilement; the level of knowledge; predisposing factors and community-

based intervention employed to prevent the occurrence of girl child defilement. The 

chapter also provides a summary of the literature and knowledge gaps. 

2.2 Empirical Literature Review 

Child defilement is a stark reality across the world. A study by Murray (2014) 

contradicts the common misperception that child defilement is perpetrated on a girl 

child by male strangers. It alluded that child defilement is much a common occurrence 

on girls and boys across the world in large and small communities. Results from a face-

to-face interview with 34000 adults in the United States, found that 10% of the 

respondents reported experiencing defilement before the age of 18. Of this population, 

65% were women. Radford et al. (2011) found that 90% of sexually abused children in 

the UK were abused by someone they knew. More than one-third of children (34%) 

who were defiled by a close relative like their father or uncle did not tell anyone else. 

Eighty-two percent of the children who got the vice from a peer didn't tell anyone about 

it. 

Lloyd (2016) conducted a study on the understanding of child sexual 

exploitation by social workers. This study was carried out in England. The study 

specifically sought to understand how social workers respond to sexually exploited girls 
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as choice-makers and agents. Eighteen social workers from three local authorities 

safeguarding areas were interviewed. The study further explored a social understanding 

of girls who had been abused sexually and how they respond to the defiled girls. This 

study employed qualitative methodology and a social constructionist, feminist approach 

utilizing thematic analysis. Findings from this study found that social workers wrestled 

to understand sexually exploited girls. The study recommended the need for 

encouragement and agency to understand better issues surrounding girl child sexual 

abuse. Though this study's strength is an in-depth understanding of how social workers 

respond to sexually exploited girls as choice-makers and agents, the study did not 

investigate the effect of community response on girl child defilement. Hence the need 

for this study.  

Phiri i(2015) iexamined ithe iproblems iinvolved iin ireporting iand iprosecution iof 

idefilement icases iamong iboys iand igirls iin iLusaka, iZambia. The study utilized both 

qualitative and quantitative approach. Administrative records and unpublished reports 

were used to collect some of the quantitative data. As the present study, this study used 

observations and in-depth interview schedule among the parents, victims/survivors, and 

key leaders. 

Findings showed that children experienced traumatic events that had negative 

implications on their development, including teen pregnancy, STIs, psychological 

effects, and educational effects. The study did note that there were not enough doctors 

to evaluate the victims, appropriate transportation, forensic equipment, or office space 

to effectively report cases of defilement. Cases on defilement were not prosecuted due 

to lack of sufficient evidence. This study established that Lusaka's community was not 

aware of predisposing factors to child defilement and suggested a study on the same.  
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In iKenya, iWaithaka iet ial. i(2013) ireported i"Facing iReporting iof iChild iSexual 

iAbuse iin iKibera iSlum" ialluded ithat idefiled/sodomised igirls iand iboys iexperienced ishock 

iand itrauma iundermined itheir istatus iin isociety ithus ichoosing ito iremain isilent. iThis ireport 

iwas ilimited ito ithe iresponse iof ithe ivictims ito idefilement. iThe icurrent istudy iwas iconducted 

iin ithe irural isetting iand iexplored icommunity iresponse ito igirl ichild idefilement. 

2.2.1 Magnitude of Girl Child Defilement 

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) and especially girl child defilement is a worldwide 

ipersisting ipublic ihealth iproblem iwhich ihas igenerated iinteresting idiscussions iwithin ichild 

iprotection ischolarship i(Ramabu, i2020). iGlobally igirl ichild idefilement iestimates iprove 

ichallenging ito iquantify. iHowever, iHillis, iMercy, iAmobi iand iKress i(2016) ireports ithat 

ione ito itwo ibillion ichildren iare iexposed ito isexual iviolence iworldwide. iMutavi i(2016) 

iargues ithat ithe iextent iand iseverity iof idefilement icases iamong iboys iand igirls iare iprevalent 

iacross iall icultures iglobally. However, shame and fear of stigmatization affect reporting 

of such occurrence across the community. Girl Child defilement has been 

acknowledged by UN sustainable development goals (2015) for global human 

development as a fundamental obstacle to children and society's health at large. During 

the UN general assembly 2015, the UN targeted eliminating all forms of violence 

against women and girls throughout the world. Special interventions were formulated 

to eradicate sexual abuse and exploitation of children. 

According to Barth et al. (2013) meta-analysis of CSA prevalence, 8–31% of 

girls experience contact sexual abuse in some way. Despite this data, defilement 

continues to be a terrifying event with detrimental effects on the victimised girls' 

physical, psychological, social, educational, and health (Collin-Vezina et al., 2013; 

WHO, 2014). Mohler-Kuo, Landolt, Maier, Meidert, Schönbucher, and Schnyder 
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(2014) conducted a population-based cross-sectional study among adolescents in 

Switzerland and discovered lifetime prevalence rates of 35.1% for females and 14.9% 

for boys. This illustrates the irrefutable reality of child exploitation as a major social 

issue affecting both the young and the old.  

In South Africa, more than 67,000 cases of rape and sexual assault on children 

were reported, according to Jewkes (2009). Some of the victims were as young as 6 

months old. Some died from their injuries, and others got HIV. According to the study, 

widespread defilement was caused by the community's belief that having sex with a girl 

child would clean and heal the victim (Jewkes, 2009). Based on this myth, it was said 

that many young girls had been raped and killed. 

In Zambia, child sexual abuse is rampant, whereby 56.8% of girls aged below 

12 years are reported to have been defiled. Chinunda (2013), analyzing the prevalence 

of defilement cases in Zambia revealed that sexual offences in Zambian societies 

remained very controversial. Despite the fact that Penal code (2005) prohibiting child 

defilement and treating it as a high-level felony reported cases on defilement to continue 

to rank highly in the country. In 2011, 1,339 defilement cases were reported, but only 

511 people were found guilty. This is less than half of the number of reported cases. In 

2012, 2,791 reported defilement cases were reported, and 192 people were found guilty 

of it. 

The iKenya iChildren's iAct i(from i2001) iand ithe iKenya iSexual iOffences iAct i(from 

i2006) iboth iuse ithe iword i"defilement" ito idescribe iboth icriminal iand icivil ioffences ithat 

ihappen iwhen ian iadult ihas isexual icontact iwith ia iminor ior iuses ia iminor ifor isexual ipleasure. 
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iAccording ito ithis iAct, ia ichild iis ianyone iunder ithe iage iof i18 iwho iis inot ithought ito ibe iold 

ienough ito iagree ito isexual iactivity iwith ian iadult.  

A 2009 report from the "CRADLE" Foundation indicated that about 79% of 

girls in Kenya between the ages of 13 and 15 had been raped. Different istudies ihave 

ifound ithat ithe irate iof idefilement iand isexual iabuse iis ibetween i7 iand i36% iamong ifemales 

iand ibetween i5 iand i10% iamong imales i(Pereda iet ial., i2009; iCallender i& iDartnall, i2010; 

iSumner iet ial., i2015). iSmith iand iHarell i(2013) ifound ithat imentally idisabled ichildren iwere 

iat ihigher irisk iof iexperiencing idefilement ithan iordinary ichildren. While numerous studies 

have been fronted to explain the prevalence of child defilement, there are a lot of 

inconsistency and fragmentation on defilement data. The statistics on the number and 

various forms of child defilement are not accurate or clear due to a lot of unreported 

cases. 

 Omondi, i(2014) iand iNdungu iet ial. i(2014) inoted ithat idefilement ivictims isought 

ijustice iare iusually iconfronted iwith ia ilegal isystem ithat iignores iand idenies ithem ijustice iby 

iprotecting iperpetrators. Mustafa et al. (2018 noted that factors such as culture and 

stigmatization accounts largely for unreported child defilement cases in societies where 

a significant number of cases remain unreported, and a few of the reported cases are 

always done after repeated incidences. 

The country’s Childline (2008) reported a prevalence of defilement among 

female children at 55%. According to Gender-Based Violence Recovery Centers 

(GBVRCs) report (2014), sexual iviolence iagainst ichildren iis ithe ileading iform iof 

idefilement iin iKenya. iNational iSurvey ion iViolence iagainst ichildren, i(2010) ireported ia 

itotal iof i32% iadults ifemale iand i18% iof iadult imales ihad iexperienced isexual iviolence iduring 
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itheir ichildhood. iMwangi iet ial. i(2013) ifound ithat i0.54% iof iboys iand i0.84% iof igirls iwere 

iHIV ipositive due to defilement, while 1.6% of the girls became pregnant. The study 

found that girls were more affected by defilement than male children, whereby 1.2% of 

girls under the study were infected with sexually transmitted diseases compared to 0.4% 

of boys. According to WHO (2014), child defilement is detrimental and affects a child 

negatively as well as the families and the society at large. 

2.2.2 Level of Knowledge on Girl Child Defilement  

Girl child defilement, also known as sexual abuse, remains a pervasive problem 

across the globe. An estimated 1 in 3 girls worldwide has experienced sexual abuse, a 

situation that has grave consequences on their physical, emotional, and psychological 

well-being (Fuller-Thomson et al., 2020). Despite this alarming statistic, there is a gap 

in knowledge and understanding of girl child defilement, leading to misconceptions and 

failures in addressing the issue.  

A study carried out by the World Health Organization (2021) on Violence 

against Women reveals that girl child defilement is a widespread issue across the globe. 

There were over 18 million cases of sexual violence against women and girls, with 

many cases remaining unreported. The study further highlights that girl child 

defilement starts early, with girls aged 14 and below being more vulnerable to such 

abuses. There is a need for advocacy and education to create awareness of the issue and 

its consequences. Another report by the Sardinha et al. (2022) highlights the need for 

urgent action to address girl child defilement in Africa. The report further identifies the 

root causes of the problem, including poverty and cultural practices, leading to neglect 

and discrimination against girls. Awareness campaigns and policy interventions should 
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prioritize addressing these underlying causes to effectively address girl child 

defilement. 

Education plays a critical role in preventing girl child defilement, yet there is a 

knowledge gap in understanding how to integrate it effectively into school curriculums. 

Koris et al. (2022) highlights the inadequacy of current curriculums in addressing the 

issue. Education should be effectively integrated into the curriculums to empower girls 

to speak out and prevent violations of their rights. Denov and Lakor (2018) highlights 

the importance of working closely with communities to raise awareness and facilitate 

prevention efforts. These organizations form a critical element in the fight against girl 

child defilement, providing support and advocacy for victims, as well as promoting 

awareness campaigns to end the problem. 

Yar (2020) highlights how technology can be used as an effective tool to combat 

girl child defilement through the implementation of child protection policies such as 

age verification software and internet safety regulations. The study further advocates 

for collaboration between governments, NGOs, and technology companies to create a 

safe and secure cyberspace for children. 

UNICEF i(2020) ireports ithat ichild isexual iabuse iis ia isecretive icrime. iTherefore, iit 

icannot ibe iassumed, iand ithe ifemale iparent iis ialways iaware iof iwhat iis igoing ion iin ithe 

ifamily. iOnly ithe ioffender iand ithe ivictim iknow iabout ithe iabuse imost iof ithe itime. iA istudy iby 

iChirwa iet ial. i(2016) ion ithe iimplication iof iguidance iand icounselling ion igirl’s idefilement iin 

iprimary iand isecondary ischools, revealed that media was the main provider of 

information on defilement to the community, parents and girls. Workshops, neighbours, 

friends and people around the community were other sources of information on 
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defilement. However, the study revealed little knowledge of defilement from schools 

or parents in the same community. The study recommended the availability of 

awareness programs at school, church and community level to empower children with 

defilement preventive skills in both primary and secondary schools. 

Smith et al. (2000) found that 28% of women who had been raped as children 

had never told anyone about it before participating in that study. Mutavi (2016) found 

that boys were more reluctant than girls to talk about being sexually victimised, likely 

because of the shame that comes with it. Girl ichild idefilement iis ia ispecific iform iof ichild 

isex iabuse ithat ioccurs iin imany icommunities iaround ithe iworld i(Odima, iOtengah i& 

iMabururu, i2020). iGirls iare ivulnerable ito idefilement ibecause iof itheir iinability ito 

iphysically iresist imale iperpetrators iand imake idecisions irelated ito isex i(Ngovi, i2020). 

iPoverty, iignorance, igender iinequality, iand ithe inature iof ia ichild's iresidence iare isome iof ithe 

isocio-economic ifactors ithat icause igirl ichild idefilement i(Oluwatosin iet ial., i2019). 

The ilocal icommunity iauthorities, iall iarrayed iagainst igirl ichild idefilement, iappear 

inot ito ibe iyielding ipositive iresults ias ievidenced iby ithe imarked iincrease iin ithe idefilement iof 

ithe igirl ichild i(Omari, i2021). Defiled children often have negative outcomes in terms of 

poor academic performance, low self-esteem, depression, poor social relationships, 

cruelty to animals, and have a higher risk of engaging in criminal activities (Phiri, 

2015). To curb girl child defilement, it takes a combination of strategies and efforts by 

everyone in society. People must desist from engaging in devilish acts such as going 

into rituals and adhere strictly to Godly living (World Health Organization, 2020). 

Victims of defilement should be courageous to report their unpleasant experiences to 

relevant governmental and non-governmental organizations. The government should 
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also enforce laws that protect the girl child from defilement and provide support for 

victims of defilement. 

2.2.3 Predisposing Factors to Girl Child Defilement 

Modernity, iforeign iinfluences, iand ifast isocial ichange iare ithought ito ibe ithe imain 

ireasons iwhy ichild idefilement iand isexual iabuse iof ichildren ihappen iin iSub-Saharan iAfrica 

i(Mbagaya, i2010). iThe istudy ialso ipointed iout ithat irapid isocial ichange ihas iled ito imore 

ipeople iliving iin icities iand ibeing imore iindividualistic. iThis ihas iled ito ifamily iseparation, 

iwhich imakes ichildren imore ilikely ito ibe isexually iabused iby iadults iunrelated ito ithem. 

iAjaero iand iOnokala i(2013) isay ithat irural-to-urban imigration iis icausing itraditional iways 

iof iraising ichildren ito ifall iapart. iPeople iwho ido inot ihave iadults iin itheir ihomes iare imore 

ilikely ito ibe isexually ipreyed iupon. iThe istudy ifound ithat igirls ibetween ithe iages iof i10 iand i19 

iare imore ilikely ito ibe idefiled iby iadults. 

Jewkes iet ial. i(2005) iexamined icultural iand ienvironmental ifactors icausing ichild 

irape iin iSouth iAfrica iand iNamibia. iThe istudy iwas iconducted iusing isemi-structured iin-

depth iinterviews in Windhoek, Namibia and rural Mpumalanga province, South Africa. 

Findings from this study uncovered that cultural and societal factor caused young girls' 

defilement in South Africa. Societal forces (macro-system) that shaped interaction 

between men women and children greatly influenced young girls' defilement in 

Namibia and South Africa. The study argued that power relations render children 

vulnerable to abuse. Other societal factors such as the dominance of patriarchal 

ideology and pronounced age hierarchies escalated defilement cases in the society. 

According to Petersen et al. (2005), risk accumulation within a family predisposed child 

to sexual violence. Evan and English (2002) argued that an increase in a number of 

risks such as patriarch notions of respect and sexual entitlement combined with 
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unemployment increases child defilement. Also, poverty and illiteracy increase the 

chances of a child being abused. 

According to Kisanga et al. (2011), abandonment of gender-specific sex 

education among communities has contributed to increased defilement cases of 

children. He notes that abandonment of traditional and formal ways of sex education 

leaves a knowledge vacuum on sexuality. This situation leaves children vulnerable to 

abuse and exploitation as they rely on information from peers. Guma and Henda (2004), 

who do not talk about gender hierarchies, say that "culturally derived authority based 

on age hierarchies may put children at risk in some situations." Townsend and Dawes 

(2004) think that children are more likely to become Centre for the Study of 

Adolescence (CSA) victims if they are willing to obey and please adults. Children in 

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) are taught to obey older people without question. This 

makes them more likely to be sexually abused by people they are supposed to respect 

(Lalor, 2008). 

Pinea-Lucaterro, Trujillo-Hernandez, Millan-Guerrero, and Vasquez (2009) 

investigated the situation in Mexico and found that CSA mostly affects 108 girls from 

low-income families with few social and economic resources. Turner et al. (2006) 

looked at a group of 2030 children in the US between the ages of 2 and 17 who were 

chosen to be representatives of the whole country. They found that things like low 

socioeconomic status, low parental education, and lack of parental availability were 

major risk factors for child abuse, including sexual abuse. Also, Rogan et al. (2010) 

found that poverty was a major risk factor for early sexual debut, transactional sex, and 

unintended pregnancy among women and children. More experts have said that poverty 

affects every part of an adult's or child's life, from child mortality to health in later years.  
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The UNICEF (2012) report found that when parents break up, children are left 

alone, and without the support they need. Children from broken families are often 

mistreated by stepparents and end up as prostitutes or child labourers after running away 

from home. Orphans without care and support from their parents are more likely to be 

sexually exploited and abused. Street children are also more likely to be used for sexual 

purposes. Both survival, sex, and child prostitution are directly caused by and the result 

of drug abuse. In some countries, parents sell their children for sexual exploitation to 

make money or to get out of paying family debts. 

Davis and Jones (2012) found that child defilement can be caused by things like 

sex, age, drug use by a child under the age of 18, a mental or physical disability, a 

history of sexual abuse, and psychological and cognitive vulnerability. Child defilement 

was caused by things like weak punishments for people who do sexual violence, high 

crime rates, and conflicts in social and cultural norms that support male dominance and 

entitlement. 

2.2.4 Community Based Interventions to Child Defilement 

International ilaws iprotect ichildren ifrom iany ikind iof idefilement, iincluding ithe 

iright ito ilife, ithe iprotection iof ichildren iwithout ifamilies, ifreedom ifrom iabuse iand ineglect, 

ifreedom iof iidentity, ifreedom ifrom isexual iabuse, iand ifreedom ifrom ithe isale, itrafficking, 

iand ikidnapping i(Yahaya iet ial., i2013). iThe iprotection iof ichildren iis ialso iemphasised iin 

iArticle i27 iof ithe iAfrican iCharter, iwhich isays ithat iparties imust iprotect ichildren ifrom iall 

iforms iof isexual iabuse iand iexploitation. iThey imust itake isteps ito istop ichildren ifrom ibeing 

iforced, icoerced, ior ipushed iinto isexual iactivity. 
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According to Batunzi and Kadoma (2011), defilement existed in traditional 

African societies where girls would be married off to older men for their parents to 

accumulate wealth through bride price and gifts. In Buganda, the girl's virginity was of 

great value of a girl before marriage. A man who was found or reported to have defiled 

a girl would be fined a goat, one cow and two back clothes given to the girls' father. A 

death penalty was issued to a man who defiles a virgin girl being prepared for the 

Kabaka. UNICEF (2012) revealed the importance of interventions in adopting 

culturally sensitive and appropriate policies to address child defilement in Uganda. 

Winsor Consults Ltd. (2011) found that there were not enough ways for people 

in the community to respond to and stop violence against children, report it, and get 

help. Wulczyn et al. (2010) noted that protecting children requires people and groups 

that are ready to do so. However, UNICEF (2015) revealed that communities do not 

have the resources or skills to protect their children from being defiled. Some cultures 

have been seen as both good for girls and bad for them by the rest of society. WHO 

identifies seven ways to stop children from being defiled: implementing and enforcing 

the law, Norms and values, a safe environment, the support of parents and caregivers, 

economic growth, response and support services, education and life skills, and a safe 

environment. Wesells (2015) urged that mechanisms in the community to protect 

children from violence are important. He says these systems are set up in groups of 

people in each town or village. 

Carlson et al. (2015) noted that community use social norms as a mechanism 

for the protection of children against violence. According to him, social norms can 

prevent or perpetuate violence against children. Alexander –Scout et al. (2016) asserts 

that social norms condition degree and quality of care and protection they receive from 
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families. Thus, these studies highlight the importance of understanding a community’s 

norms that might be used as protection intervention against children defilement. World 

Vision Uganda (2012) and Wessells (2015) identified religion and traditional 

interventions for child protection against defilement in the community. Traditionally 

Idioms, taboos and proverbs were important cultural resources for childcare and 

protection in the communities. Some of the idiomatic expression was negative, 

discouraging certain behaviour in society. Proverbs would be used to warn children on 

any dangers. Religion teaching and counselling are useful in nurturing children 

spiritually, thus preventing them from engaging in risky behaviour. 

2.3 Summary and Research Gap 

Global, regional, national, and local studies by UNICEF’s 2010; Krug et al. 

2002; Lucy, 2001; Odhikar, 2014; and Nanteza, (2006) show that girl child exposure 

defilement during childhood can increase vulnerability to a broad range of mental and 

physical health problems. These are ranging from depression and unwanted pregnancy 

to sexually transmitted diseases. Most of the reviewed studies for example Poddar and 

Mukherjee (2020); Singh et al., (2014), Goldman & Grimbeek (2015) and Weiss and 

Alexander, (2022) have not routinely categorized age for child sexual abuse. This has 

created a gap in obtaining magnitude of girl child defilement within societies. Some 

studies have treated young girls and adult women above 18 as victims of sexual abuse 

missing out the girl child aged below 18 years. Other studies have looked at child sexual 

abuse in which the boy child was included. The nature and prevalence of child 

defilement between boys and girls vary, thus understanding the magnitude of girl child 

defilement within communities is required. 
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Data on community knowledge of prevention and protection of girl child 

defilement is very limited. Most of the studies for example Chitundu et al. (2018); 

Tozda et al.. (2019); Abeid et al. (2014); Seff et al. (2020) and Alaggia et al. (2019) 

have perceived girl child defilement issues as a legal matter to which community role 

is minimal. Thus, this study sought to fill this gap by understanding community 

knowledge on laws protecting girls from defilement, knowledge on procedures for 

identifying and handling a defiled girl, reporting mechanisms by community members, 

and cultural laws on handling perpetrators. Furthermore, there is limited evidence from 

review literature on community response to girl child defilement. Most studies have 

concentrated on legal and civil society, NGO response to girl child defilement. The 

current study thus sought to fill the various gaps identified from the literature review. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This ichapter idescribes ithe iresearch idesign iand iresearch imethodology ithat iwas 

iemployed iin ithis istudy. iIt icontains ithe iresearch idesign, itarget ipopulation, isampling ifor ithe 

istudy, idata icollection iinstruments iand iprocedure, idata ianalysis, ias iwell ias ipresentation 

imethods ito ibe iused iin ithe istudy. 

3.2 Research Design 

The study used a descriptive survey to examine how the community in Ainabkoi 

sub-county, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya, reacted to girl child defilement. The 

researcher chose this research design because it allows inferences to be made about the 

relationships between variables without direct intervention from changes in 

independent and dependent variables at the same time (Paton, 2000). In this study, 

variables (magnitude of defilement cases, level of knowledge, predisposing factors, 

community-based interventions, and girl child defilement) were investigated without 

any manipulation or alteration. Descriptive research was appropriate identifying 

characteristics, frequencies, trends, and categories community responses to girl child 

defilement. This is because not much is known yet about the community responses.  

This design made it easy and convenient for the researcher to gather data, and 

it can still give the study what it needs (Mugenda & Mugenda, 2003). The descriptive 

design made it possible to collect, measure, classify, analyse, compare, and interpret 

data (Kothari, 2009). Using a descriptive survey design helped get original information 

from a population that was too big to observe directly. The descriptive analysis method 
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was chosen for the study because the researchers wanted to learn more about a 

phenomenon and give basic information about the study area.  

3.3 Research Site 

The study was carried out in Ainabkoi sub-county, one of the six sub-counties 

and administrative units in Uasin-Gishu County. The sub-county has nine locations 

namely, -Ainabkoi, Kapngetun, Olare, Chepngoro, Plateau, Chepkero, Kaptagat, 

Kipsinende and Kapsoya. The sub-county has a population of 137, 117 people and an 

area of 479.9 square kilometres (KNBS, 2019). Majority of the people in the area are 

small scale businessmen and women, small scale farmers, casual labour which is 

accessed in Eldoret.  

In Ainabkoi sub-county, there have been more cases of children being raped. 

According to a report from the Center for Human Rights and Mediation in 2021, more 

than eight children are defiled every day when they are at home because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. However, before coronavirus struck Center for Human Rights 

and Mediation were receiving at least one case per week. Further, Ainabkoi sub-county 

community faces challenge in fighting defilement where majority of parents of the 

affected child want to solve the case at home instead of taking the person involved to 

court. 

3.4 Target Population 

The study targeted all households within Ainabkoi Sub County. According to 

the Kenya Population and Housing Census (2019), the Ainabkoi sub-county population 

is 137,117 people and 34,892 households. Respondents included all households’ heads. 

This is because the researcher believes that the parents are well informed enough to 
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address issues of girl child defilement aged 1-17 years. This study also targeted chiefs, 

social workers, secondary school principals, primary schools headteachers and church 

leaders as key informants. 

Table 3.1 Target Population  

Category  Household 

Heads  

Chiefs  Social 

worker 

Secondary 

school 

principals  

Primary 

schools 

headteachers  

Church 

leaders 

Total  

Ainabkoi 4562 1 1 2 5 4 4575 

Kapngetuny 4217 1 1 1 4 3 4227 

Olare 4254 1 1 2 3 3 8802 

Chepngoror 1182 1 1 1 2 3 1190 

Plateau 4347 1 1 3 3 2 4357 

Chepkero 2642 1 1 1 3 2 5547 

Kaptagat 4351 1 1 3 4 4 4364 

Kipsinende 2927 1 1 3 3 4 2939 

Kapsoya 6410 1 1 4 6 7 7303 

Total 34892 9 9 27 33 32 35002 

Source; Kenya Population and Housing Census (2019) 

 

3.5 Study Sample  

3.5.1 Study Sample Size 

The sample size is a subset of the population that the researcher engages in 

providing information for the study. This study used Krejicie and Morgan (1970) 

sample size determination table in Appendix I to obtain a sample size of 380 

respondents. Krejicie and Morgan (1970) formula was appropriate as it provided a 

representative sample from the target population. The sample is appropriate as the 

researcher would not have enough resources and time to obtain data from all 34892 

households living in Ainabkoi Sub-County. 
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The Krejicie and Morgan formula used: 

  

Where: 

S i i= i iRequired isample isize 

X i= i iZ ivalue i(e.g., i1.96 ifor i95% iconfidence ilevel) i 

N i= i iPopulation iSize 

P i i= i iPopulation iproportion i(expressed ias idecimal) i(assumed ito ibe i0.5 i(50%) i 

 d i i= i iDegree iof iaccuracy i(5%), iexpressed ias ia iproportion i(.05); iIt iis imargin i 

 of ierror 

Therefore: 

S=3.841*34892*0.5* (1-0.5) ÷ (0.05*0.05 (34892-1))+3.841*0.5* (1-0.5)) 

S=33505.043÷88.19 

S=379.9 

S=380 

Therefore, the sample size for this study was 490 respondents comprising of 

380 household heads, 9 chiefs, 9 social workers, 27 secondary school principals, 33 

primary schools head teachers and 32 church leaders. 

3.5.2 Sampling Procedure 

Sampling is the process of choosing a group of people for a study so that the 

chosen people represent the larger group from which they were chosen. This means that 

the people chosen are a good representation of the group (Orodho, 2009). In this study, 

groups of homes from each location were put together using stratified sampling. 

Households were put into 9 strati as per the 9 locations (Ainabkoi, Kapngetuny, Olare, 

Chepngoror, Plateau, Chepkero, Kaptagat, Kipsinende and Kapsoya) in Ainabkoi sub-

county. After stratification systematic sampling was used from each location to select 
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household. The first household was selected at random the kth (N/n) household was 

selected until the required sample was arrived. After selecting the household, a 

household's head was chosen randomly from each household using simple random 

sampling. This sampling method is appropriate because it gives each person a chance 

to participate in the study. 

Table 3.2 Sample Population  

Category   Household 

Heads 

Chiefs  Social 

worker 

Secondary 

school 

principals  

Primary 

schools 

headteachers  

Church 

leaders 

Total  

Ainabkoi  50 1 1 2 5 4 63 

Kapngetuny  46 1 1 1 4 3 56 

Olare 46 1 1 2 3 3 56 

Chepngoror 13 1 1 1 2 3 21 

Plateau 47 1 1 3 3 2 57 

Chepkero  29 1 1 1 3 2 37 

Kaptagat  47 1 1 3 4 4 60 

Kipsinende  32 1 1 3 3 4 44 

Kapsoya  70 1 1 4 6 7 89 

Total  380 9 9 27 33 32 490 

 

Purposive sampling technique was used for local leaders, school heads, and 

social workers from Uasin Gishu Sub- County Hospital. They are considered 

resourceful people in providing information on girl child defilement reporting systems 

and community intervention to girl child defilement. This formed part of the key 

informants. 
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3.6 Data Collection 

3.6.1 Data Collection Instruments 

The study used three data collection instruments to obtain information on 

community response to girl child defilement in the study area. The main data collection 

tool was a questionnaire developed by the researcher. Interview schedules collected 

data from key informants. Questionnaire was the main research instrument. A 

questionnaire covering items from the four study objectives was formulated and 

administered with the help of research assistants to household members. The 

questionnaire comprised both open ended and closed questions sought information on 

community response on girl child defilement.  

The questionnaires were subdivided into five main sections. Section A sought 

the participants' demographic information; section B contained questions that answer 

objective one that aims to establish the magnitude of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi 

Sub County. Section C had questions on community knowledge level on girl child 

defilement. Section D investigated the predisposing factors for girl child defilement in 

the study area. The last section E sought to establish community intervention for 

prevention of girl child defilement. Use of questionnaire has been recommended by 

Mugenda and Mugenda (2010) and Sarantakos, (2007) as an efficient data collection 

tool for a large amount of information from many people. This tool has been applauded 

for its cost-efficiency, time-saving and easy in conducting reliability and validity of 

tools. 

The interview schedule is a data collection tool that allows a researcher to 

collect in-depth information from study participants (DeJonckheere & Vaughn, 2019). 

This study used an interview guide to collect information from local leaders, children’s 
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officers, social workers fighting against sexual violence and security officers in 

Ainabkoi Sub County. The researcher engaged in face-to-face sessions to identify key 

informants to collect information on magnitude, community intervention, predisposing 

factors, and knowledge systems available in the study area to respond to girl child 

defilement. 

3.6.2 Pilot Testing of Research Instruments 

In this study, the instruments were piloted in rural Kapseret sub-county, which 

has similar characteristics as the study area. The instrument was tested for reliability 

and validity, as explained in the subsequent sections below.  

3.6.3 Instrument Reliability 

Reliability is a measure of how well a research tool gives the same results after 

being used many times (Neuman, 2000). Reliability is a quality that is given to a 

proposition or measure based on how consistent the results they produce are. The 

researcher did a test with 38 households in a sub-county next door. Cronbach's Alpha 

coefficient was used to check the reliability of the data. Cronbach's Alpha coefficient 

values range from 0 to 1, and as the alpha value goes up, so does the reliability. Most 

of the time, an alpha value above 0.7 means a good level of reliability (Kothari, 2014). 

Cronbach's Alpha scores of 0.7 and above was used in this study. 

3.6.4 Instrument Validity 

Validity is to which results obtained from the data analysis represent the 

phenomenon under study (Orodho, 2009). This process is important in ensuring 

instruments issued in collecting data are as accurate as possible and are able to collect 

only relevant data for the study. There are various techniques for establishing the 
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validity of one’s study instruments. The content validity technique was used in this 

study to ensure that the instrument accurately measured the intended variables. The 

researcher sought advice from child protection officers within the sub-county who 

would go through the instrument; ensuring relevant information concerning girl child 

defilement is included. Academic experts from the department of counselling 

psychology with experience in children’s matters was also consulted. The researcher 

reviewed all comments from the expert by adding or deleting according to expert’s 

advice.  Grammar and sentence constructions of research instruments were adjusted as 

per the expert’s advice. 

3.6.5 Data Collection Procedures 

Before ithe iactual idata icollection ian iauthorization iletter ifrom ithe iBoard iof iPost 

iGraduate iStudies iAfrica iNazarene iUniversity iwas isought. iThis iapproval iletter iwas iused ito 

iget ia ipermit ifrom ithe iNational iCommission ifor iScience, iTechnology, iand iInnovation 

i(NACOSTI). iThe ipermit ito ibe iobtained iwas iused ito iobtain ipermission ifrom ithe iresearch 

iauthorization iletter ifrom ithe iministry iof iMinistry iof iEducation, iCulture, iYouth iAffairs, 

iSports iand iSocial iServices iin iUasin iGishu iCounty iand iAinabkoi isub-county ioffices. iThe 

iresearcher iused itwo iresearch iassistants ito iadminister ithe iquestionnaires. iThe iresearch 

iassistants iwere irecruited based on background in counselling psychology and they were 

trained before participating in data collection. The researcher conducted interviews 

from 110  key informants. Before, data collection was carried out consent was sought 

from household as well as key informants. Those respondents who consented to 

participate in the study were administered questionnaires (household heads) and 

interviewed (Key informants). The sampling procedures was followed to select 
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households who participated in the study. Interviews were carried out in key 

informant’s place of work in a booked room.  

3.7 Data Analysis 

Data was collected using questionnaires, which were then coded, entered into 

the Statistical Analysis Software-Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) 

version 25, and described. The frequencies and percentages were used to determine 

how the respondents felt about the issues brought up in the collected data to answer the 

research questions. Kombo and Tromp (2007) noted that the purpose of the descriptive 

method is to learn about the current situation and, if possible, draw valid conclusions 

from the facts discussed. Chi-square analysis was adopted to check for association 

between the independent magnitude of defilement cases, level of knowledge, 

predisposing factors, community-based interventions) and dependant variable (girl 

child defilement). Results were considered significant at 95% confidence level.  

Thematic analysis was used to organize qualitative data from key interviews 

into themes and patterns that corresponded to the research questions. This assisted the 

researcher in detecting and establishing distinct categories in the data. The researcher 

manually assigned codes to generate themes and categories. The data was then 

evaluated and analyzed for use in answering research questions, and a report was 

created.  

3.8 Legal and Ethical Considerations 

The researcher sought permission from African Nazarene University, Ethical 

approval from the National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation to 

conduct the research. The researcher wrote letters and visit the local chief’s offices 
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sought permission to conduct the research. The information collected was kept 

confidential for the research study. The researcher briefed the participants on the 

purpose of the study and answer any questions before proceeding with data collection.  

Respondents iwho iagreed ito iparticipate iin ithe istudy iwere igiven iinformed iconsent 

iforms ito ifill iout iin iorder ito ibe iincluded iin ithe iresearch istudy. iAfter ithe irespondents ihad 

ifully iunderstood ithe inature iof itheir iinvolvement iin ithe iresearch, iincluding itime 

icommitment, itype iof iactivities, iissues ithey iwould ibe iasked ito icomment ion ior idiscuss, iand 

ithe ianticipated irisks ifor iparticipating iin ithe iresearch, ithe iresearcher ifacilitated ithe iprocess 

iof ifilling iout iinformed iconsent iforms. iThe iresearcher idid inot iforce irespondents ito isign 

iinformed iconsent iforms iwhen iseeking iconsent ifor ithis istudy. iAs ia iresult, iparticipation iwas 

ientirely ivoluntary. iDuring ithe iconsent iform ifilling iprocess, ithe iresearcher iinformed ithe 

irespondents ithat ithey icould iwithdraw ifrom ithe istudy iat iany itime. 

Another iethical iconsideration iin ithis istudy iwas ithe iprotection iof ithe irespondents' 

iidentities. iThis ientailed imasking iidentities, imaintaining iconfidentiality, istoring idata 

isecurely, iand irestricting iaccess ito ithe idata. iThe iresearcher iagreed ito iseek ipermission ifrom 

ithe irespondents ifor iany ifuture iuse iof ithe idata. iFurthermore, ionce ithe ianalysis iand 

ireporting iwere icompleted, ithe iresearcher idestroyed iall iraw idata. 

The researcher informed participants that the data collected for this study would 

remain confidential. They were informed that the findings would serve academic 

purposes only and would not be shared, except with prior knowledge of the investigator 

and them. This were meant to safeguard the trust exhibited by the participants on the 

researcher and to observe the ethical code of conduct on information gathered from the 
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field. To ensure privacy and confidentiality of the information and participate the 

researcher used pseudonyms. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 

4.1 Introduction  

This chapter presents the results of the qualitative and quantitative data  based 

on the objectives the study.  

4.2 Response Rate 

The anticipated total sample population for the study was 490 (100%) 

respondents and out of these 418 (85.3%) filled the questionnaire and took part in the 

interviews. Specifically, 325 (85.5%) household heads, 9 (100%) chiefs, 9 (100%) 

social workers, 23 (85.2%) secondary school principals, 25 (75.6%) primary schools 

headteachers and 27 (84.4%) church leaders took part in the study. The response rate 

of 85.3% was deemed high enough to support the data analysis for the study.  

Table 4.1 Response Rate  

Category  Sample Size Response rate 

Household Heads 380 325 (85.5%) 

Chiefs  9 9 (100%) 

Social worker 9 9 (100%) 

Secondary school principals  27 23 (85.2%) 

Primary schools headteachers  33 25 (75.6%) 

Church leaders 32 27 (84.4%) 

Total  490 418 (85.3%) 

Source: Field Data (2022) 

4.2.1 Demographic Information 

This part looks at the demographics of the people who answered the survey. 

This part of the report describes the respondents by their gender, age range, level of 

education, religion, and family status.  
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The study results in Figure 4.1 revealed that majority (168 [51.7%]) of the 

respondents were female, while 157 (48.3%) were male. This implies that there are 

more female than male respondents.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1 Gender of the Respondents 

Source: Field data (2022) 

The study results on age bracket of the respondents as presented in Figure 4.2 

revealed that 153 (47.1%) of the respondents were in the age bracket of below 30 years, 

62 (19.1%) aged between 30-35 years, 60 (18.5%) of the respondents were in the age 

bracket between 36 to 40 years while 10 (3.1%) aged between 46-50 years. The results 

implied that majority of the respondents were old enough to understand the topic under 

the study. 

168(51.7%)157(48.3%)
Female

Male
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Figure 4.2 Age Bracket of the Respondents 

Source: Field data (2022) 

The study results on respondent’s level of education as presented in Figure 4.3 

indicated that 29 (8.9%) of the respondents indicated that they had no education at all, 

45 (13.8%) of the respondents had primary level of education, 135 (41.5%) of the 

respondents had secondary level of education, 56 (17.2%) of the respondents had a 

college level of education and 46 (17.2%) of the respondents had a university level of 

education. The results implied that the majority of the respondents were learned enough 

to understand the research and give reliable information. 
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Figure 4.3 Level of the Education 

Source: Field data (2022) 

The study results in Figure 4.4 on religion of the respondents revealed that 309 

(95.1%) of the respondents indicated that they had were Christian’s while 16 (4.9%) of 

the respondents indicated that were Muslims. The results implied that majority of the 

residents in Ainabkoi Sub-County, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya are Christians. 

 

Figure 4.4 Religion of the Respondents 

Source: Field data (2022) 
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The study findings family status of the respondents revealed that 131 (40.3%) 

of the respondents indicated that they were mothers, 123 (37.8%) of the respondents 

indicated that they were fathers, 8 (2.5%) of the respondents indicated that they were 

aunties, 17 (5.2%) of the respondents indicated that they were uncles and 8 (2.5%) of 

the respondents indicated that they were grandparents. The study findings are presented 

in Figure 4.5.  

 

Figure 4.5 Family Status of the Respondents 

Source: Field data (2022) 

Further respondents were asked to indicate the type of labor they engage in. 

Results in Table 4.2 revealed that 31 (9.5%) of the respondents indicated that they 

engage in formal employment, 74 (22.7%) of the respondents indicated that they engage 

in casual labor, 54 (47.4%) of the respondents indicated that they engage in self-

employment and 66 (20.3%) of the respondents indicated that they were not engaged 

in any labor. 
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Table 4.2 Type of Labor 

 Type of Labor  Frequency  Percent 

Formal employment  31 9.5 

Casual labor  74 22.7 

Self employed  154 47.4 

None  66 20.3 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 

In addition, the respondents were asked to indicate their family income. Results 

in Figure 4.3 revealed that 151 (46.5%) of the respondents indicated that they earn less 

than 5000, 87 (26.8%) of the respondents indicated that they earn between 5000-10000, 

55 (16.9%) of the respondents indicated that they earn between 10000-15000 and 14 

(4.3%) of the respondents indicated that they earn above 15,000. 

Table 4.3 Family Income 

 Family Income  Frequency  Percent 

Less than 5000 151 46.5 

5000-10000 87 26.8 

10000-15000 55 16.9 

Above15000 14 4.3 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.2.2 Association between Demographic Information and Defilement Cases 

The study findings on Table 4.4a and 4.4b revealed that out of the total 262 of 

respondents who indicated that they have heard of defilement 135 (41.5%) were male. 

Chi-square test for independence from the statistical analysis showed that there was no 

significant association between gender and defilement cases (P=0.903). The 112 

(34.5%) of respondents aged below 30 years noted that they had heard about the 

defilement cases, while the least were from the age above 50 years (5.2%). The chi-

square test results revealed a statistically significant relationship between age and 

defilement cases, as indicated by Pearson's chi-square probability value of (p=0.04).  

According to Pearson's chi-square probability value of 0.012, there was a 

statistically significant statistical association between education level and defilement 

cases. The respondents with the highest level of education, secondary, were the most 

likely to have heard of defilement. Pearson's chi-square probability value of 0.392 

indicated that there was no statistically significant relationship between family status 

and defilement cases.  
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Table 4.4a Association between Demographic Information (Gender, Age Bracket, 

Highest-level of education, Family status) and Defilement Cases  

    Defilement 

Case 

Never 

heard 

Cases 

χ2 Df p-value 

Gender           

  Male 135(41.5%) 33(10.2%) 0.015 1 0.903 

  Female 127(39.1%) 30(9.2%)     

Age Bracket           

  Below 30 years 112(34.5%) 41(12.6%) 17.575 5 0.040 

  30-35 years 48(14.8%) 14(4.3%)     

  36-40 years 54(16.6%) 6(1.8%)       

  41-45 years 21(6.5%) 0(0.0%)       

  46-50 years 10(3.1%) 0(0.0%)       

  50 years and above 17(5.2%) 2(.6%)       

Highest-level of education           

  No school 26(8.0%) 3(0.9%) 12.864 4 0.120 

  Primary school 43(13.2%) 2(0.6%)       

  Secondary level 103(31.7% 32(9.8%)     

  Post-secondary college 40(12.3%) 16(4.9%)     

  University 50(15.4%) 10(3.1%)     

Family status           

  Mother 105(32.3%) 26(8.0%) 5.204 5 0.392 

  Father 102(31.4%) 21(6.5%)     

  Aunt 8(2.5%) 0(0.0%)       

  Uncle 12(3.7%) 5(1.5%)       

  Grandparent 5(1.5%) 3(0.9%)       

  Others 30(9.2%) 8(2.5%)       

Source: Field data (2022) 
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The chi-square test results in Table 4.4b showed that there was no statistically 

significant association between religion and defilement cases as indicated by Pearson’s 

chi-square probability value of 0.132. The chi-square test results showed that there was 

statistically significant association between head of family and defilement cases as 

indicated by Pearson’s chi-square probability value of 0.042. Out of the total 262 

defilement cases, majority of the respondent’s indicated that they were Christians 

evidenced by 119 (36.6%). The chi-square test results showed that there was no 

statistically significant association between number of households and defilement cases 

as indicated by Pearson’s chi-square probability value of 0.182.  

The chi-square test results showed that there was a statistically significant 

association between labor and defilement cases as indicated by Pearson’s chi-square 

probability value of 0.020. Out of the total 262 defilement cases, majority of the 

respondent’s indicated that they were self-employed as shown by 126 (38.8%) and 

minority were formally employed as shown by 19 (5.8%). The chi-square test results 

showed that there was statistically significant association between income and 

defilement cases as indicated by Pearson’s chi-square probability value of 0.025. Out 

of the total 262 defilement cases, majority of the respondent’s indicated that they earned 

less than Ksh.5000 as shown by 122 (37.5%) and minority earned between 15,000 and 

20,000 shillings as shown by 7 (2.2%).  
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Table 4.4b Association between Demographic Information (Religion, Number 

household, Labor and Income) and Defilement Cases  

  Defilement 

Case 

Never 

heard 

Cases 

χ2 Df p-

value 

Religion           

  Christians 246(75.7%) 63(19.4%) 4.047 2 0.132 

Muslims 14(4.3%) 0(0.0%)       

Others 2(.6%) 0(0.0%)       

Number household           

  01-Mar 69(21.2%) 19(5.8%) 3.403 2 0.182 

03-Jun 132(40.6%) 36(11.1%)     

6 and above 61(18.8%) 8(2.5%)       

Labor           

  Formal employment 19(5.8%) 12(3.7%) 9.816 3 0.02 

  casual laborer 59(18.2%) 15(4.6%)     

  Self employed 126(38.8%) 28(8.6%)     

  None 58(17.8%) 8(2.5%)       

Income           

  Less than 5000 122(37.5%) 29(8.9%) 111.108 4 0.025 

  5,000-10,000 shillings 69(21.2%) 18(5.5%)     

  10,000-15,000 shillings 49(15.1%) 6(1.8%)       

  15,000-20,000 shillings 7(2.2%) 7(2.2%)       

  Above 20,000 shillings 15(4.6%) 3(0. 9%)       

Source: Field Data (2022) 
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4.3 Presentation of Research Analysis and Findings 

This section covers the presentation of the research analysis and findings 

according to the four study objectives. The study results were presented in form of 

tables and figures.  

4.3.1 Objective One: Magnitude of Girl Child Defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County 

The first objective of the study was to determine the magnitude of girl child 

defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County. To achieve these objective descriptive statistics 

(frequencies and percentages) as well as inferential statistics (chi square) were used to 

analyze the data collected. Thematic method was also used to analyze the data collected 

via interviews. Results from the various subsections were as follows; The respondents 

were asked to indicate how often in their life they have witnessed or heard of girl child 

defilement. The study results are presented in Table 4.5. 

Table 4.5 Defilement Cases 

 Defilement Cases Frequency  Percent 

Once  82 25.2 

A few times 90 27.7 

Many times,  90 27.7 

Never heard  25 7.7 

Never witnessed  38 11.7 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 

Results in Table 4.5 revealed that 82 (25.2%) of the respondents had witnessed 

cases of defilement once, 90 (27.7%) of the respondents had witnessed cases of 

defilement a few times, 90 (27.7%) the respondents had witnessed cases of defilement 
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many times. However, 25 (7.7%) of the respondents had never heard of cases of 

defilement while 38 (11.7%) of the respondents had never witnessed.  

Further, the study findings from interviews with Chief [1] revealed that the 

number of defilement cases for girl child have risen in their location. Chief [1] noted 

that  

“…. Many girl children defilement cases have been reported in my office 

especially during COVID-19 pandemic.…”  

This implies that during COVID-19 there was rise in defilement of girl child 

since majority of them were at home after schools were closed.  

Chief [3] indicated that  

“Girl child defilement is a major problem in Ainabkoi Sub-County. In 2022, there 

were over 200 cases of defilement reported to the police. This is a significant 

increase from the previous year, when there were only 150 cases reported.” 

Church leaders [ 3] said that; 

 “Defilement is a serious problem in our community. We need to do more to 

protect our girls.” 

Children's officer [5] noted that; 

 "We are seeing a rise in the number of cases of defilement. This is a worrying 

trend." 

Further, Social worker [6] said; 

"We are working with victims of defilement to provide them with support. We 

are also working to raise awareness about the dangers of defilement." 

Security officer [3] revealed that; 

 "We are working to apprehend perpetrators of defilement. We are also working 

to educate the community about the law." 
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Social worker [1] said; 

“Child defilement is a serious issue that can have long-lasting negative effects on 

children.” 

Chief [3[ said that; 

“It is important to take child defilement seriously and take action to protect 

children from harm. If you suspect that a child is being harmed, it is important to 

report it to the appropriate authorities and take steps to ensure the child's safety.” 

4.3.2 Perpetrator of Defilement  

The respondents were asked to indicate the perpetrator of defilement. The 

results are presented in Table 4.6. 

Table 4.6 Perpetrator of Defilement 

 Perpetrator of Defilement  Frequency  Percent 

Adult male relative  34 10.5 

A random adult male  222 68.3 

Teacher  45 13.8 

Teenage boy  24 7.4 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 

Results in Table 4.6 revealed that 34 (10.5%) of the respondents indicated that 

they were attacked by an adult male relative, 222 (68.2 of the respondents indicated that 

they were attacked by a random adult male, 45 (13.8%) of the respondents indicated 

that they were attacked by a teacher and 24 (7.4%) of the respondents indicated that 

they were attacked by a teenage boy.  

In addition, children’s officers [5] interviewed revealed that; 

“…The girl child defilement cases reported to us are many are the perpetrators 

are majorly adult family members…. This alarming because those who are expected to 

take care of the children are the one who defile them…”.  

This gave implication that the adult family members defile the girl child. 
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4.3.3 Areas where Girl Children Mostly get Attacked by their Perpetrators 

 The respondents were asked to indicate the areas where girl children mostly get 

attacked by their perpetrators. Results in Table 4.7 revealed that 25 (7.7%) of the 

respondents indicated that they were attacked at school, 123 (37.8%) of the respondents 

indicated that they were attacked on the road, 88 (27.1%) of the respondents indicated 

that they were attacked while fetching water. Furthermore, the study findings from 

interviews with social worker [3] revealed that; 

“….. majority (73%) of girls are defiled at home by their relatives. ….” 

Table 4.7 Areas where Girl Children Mostly get Attacked by their Perpetrators 

 Areas  Frequency  Percent 

Home  25 7.7 

School  123 37.8 

On the road  88 27.1 

While fetching water 33 10.2 

While collecting firewood  48 14.8 

Church  8 2.5 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022)  
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4.4 Objective Two: Residence Knowledge on Girl Child Defilement 

4.4.1 Opinion on Girl Child Defilement 

The respondents were asked to indicate their opinion on girl child defilement. 

Table 4.8 revealed that 304 (93.5%) of the respondents indicated that defilement is 

having sex with a child and 21 (6.5%) of the respondents indicated that defilement is 

having sex with a student.  

Table 4.8 Opinion on Girl Child Defilement 

 Opinion on Girl Child Defilement  Frequency  Percent 

Having sex with a child 304 93.5 

Having sex with a student  21 6.5 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.4.2 Knowledge of any Offender of Girl Child Defilement in the Area 

The respondents were asked to indicate their Knowledge of any Offender of Girl 

Child Defilement in the Area. Results in Table 4.9 revealed that majority (213 [65.5%]) 

of the respondents indicated that they had knowledge of offender of girl child 

defilement in the area.  

Table 4.9 Knowledge of any Offender of Girl Child Defilement in the Area 

 Knowledge  Frequency  Percent 

Yes 213 65.5 

No  112 34.5 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.4.3 Forum of Discussions of Girl Child Defilements  

The respondents were asked to indicate the forum of discussions of girl child 

defilements. Table 4.10 revealed that a good number 133 (40.9%) of the respondents 

indicated that they never discuss girl child defilements at chief barazas, 142 (43.7%) of 

the respondents indicated that they rarely discuss girl child defilements at church, 

majority 186 (57.8%) of the respondents indicated that they never discuss girl child 

defilements in radios, 140 (43.1%) of the respondents indicated that they often discuss 

girl child defilements at family get together and 144 (44.3%) of the respondents 

indicated that they always discuss girl child defilements in funerals.  

Table 4.10 Forum of Discussions of Girl Child Defilements  

Forums  Always  Often Rarely Never 

Chief Barazas 29 (8.9%) 69 (21.2%) 94 (28.9%) 133 (40.9%) 

Church 29 (8.9%) 87 (26.7%) 142 (43.7%) 67 (20.6%) 

Radio 20 (6.2%) 25 (7.7%) 94 (28.9%) 186 (57.2%) 

Family gets together 107 

(32.9%) 

140 

(43.1%) 

41 (12.6%) 37 (11.4%) 

Funerals 144 

(44.3%) 

92 (28.3%) 54 (16.6%) 35 (10.8%) 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.4.4 Awareness of the Law Protecting Children from Defilement 

The respondents were asked to indicate their knowledge of law protecting 

children from defilement. Results in Table 4.11 revealed that 229 (70.5%) of the 

respondents indicated that they had knowledge of law protecting children from 

defilement.  
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Table 4.11 Awareness of the Law Protecting Children from Defilement 

 Awareness of the Law Protecting  Frequency  Percent 

Yes 229 70.5 

No  96 29.5 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.4.5 Association between Residence Knowledge and Defilement Cases  

The study results in Table 4.12 revealed that there was statistically significant 

association between residence knowledge and defilement cases (p=0.007). Out of the 

total 262 defilement cases, 49 (15.1%) of the respondents had witnessed defilement of 

household girl.  

The study results further revealed that there was statistically significant 

association between knowing an offender and defilement cases (p=0.003). Out of the 

total 262 defilement cases, 102 (31.4%) of the respondents indicated that they knew an 

offender. The chi-square test results showed that there was no statistically significant 

association between knowing the law protecting the child and defilement cases 

(p=0.851).  
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Table 4.12 Association between Residence Knowledge and Defilement Cases 

 Residence 

Knowledge 

  Defilement Case Never 

heard 

Cases 

χ2 df p-

value 

Household girl child defilement     

 Yes 49 (15.1%) 3 (0.9%) 7.344 1 0.007 

 No 213 (65.5%) 60 (18.5%)    

Know any offender      

 Yes 102 (31.4%) 12 (3.7%) 8178 1 0.003 

 No 160 (49.2%) 51 (15.7%)    

Law protecting children      

 Yes 184 (56.6%) 45 (13.8%) 0.035 1 0.851 

No 78 (24.0%) 18 (5.5%)       

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.4.6 Association between Forum of Discussions of Girl Child Defilements and 

Defilement Cases 

The study findings in Table 4.13 noted that there was a statistically significant 

association between girl child defilement discussion in chief baraza and defilement 

cases (p=0.003). Out of the total 262 defilement cases, majority of the respondent’s 

indicated that they always attend chief Barazas where they get information about 

defilement as shown by 119 (36.5%).  

There was no statistically significant association between girl child defilement 

discussion at church functions and defilement cases (P=0.529). The study findings also, 

revealed that there was statistically significant association between girl child defilement 

discussion on radio and defilement cases (p=0.002). Out of the total 262 defilement 

cases, majority of the respondent’s indicated that they often discuss defilement matters 

in radio as shown by 157 (48.3%).  
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There was no statistically significant association between girl child defilement 

discussion at family get together functions and defilement cases (P=0.139). Out of the 

total 262 defilement cases, majority of the respondent’s indicated that they never 

discuss defilement matters in family get togethers as shown by 83 (25.5%).  

The study results showed that there was statistically significant association 

between girl child defilement discussion at funerals and defilement cases (p=0.002). 

Out of the total 262 defilement cases, 113 (34.8%) of the respondents indicated that 

they never discuss defilement matters in funerals.  

"We are aware of the problem of girl child defilement, but there is a lack of 

awareness among residents," said  chief [4]. "Many people do not know what 

constitutes defilement, and they do not know how to report it." 

Local leaders in Ainabkoi Sub-County are aware of the problem of girl child 

defilement, but they say that there is a lack of awareness among residents. They say 

that many people do not know what constitutes defilement, and they do not know how 

to report it. They also say that there is a stigma associated with reporting defilement, 

which discourages victims from coming forward. 

"We are working to raise awareness of girl child defilement," said children's 

officer [2]. "We are visiting schools and communities to educate people about the 

issue." 

Children's officers in Ainabkoi Sub-County say that they are working to raise awareness 

of girl child defilement. They say that they are visiting schools and communities to 

educate people about the issue. They are also working to create a network of people 

who can help victims of defilement, including police officers, social workers, and 

lawyers. 
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"We are seeing an increasing number of cases of girl child defilement," said social 

worker [4]. "The majority of victims are young girls between the ages of 10 and 

14." 

Social workers in Ainabkoi Sub-County say that they are seeing an increasing number 

of cases of girl child defilement. They say that the majority of victims are young girls 

between the ages of 10 and 14. They say that the perpetrators are often known to the 

victims, and they often use threats or violence to silence them. 

"We are working to crack down on defilement cases," said security officer [1]. 

"We are increasing patrols in areas where there have been reports of defilement." 

Security officers in Ainabkoi Sub-County say that they are working to crack down on 

defilement cases. They say that they are increasing patrols in areas where there have 

been reports of defilement. They are also working to build relationships with 

community members so that they can get information about potential cases. 

The level of knowledge among residents of Ainabkoi Sub-County regarding girl child 

defilement is low. There is a lack of awareness about what constitutes defilement, and 

there is a stigma associated with reporting it. Local leaders, children's officers, social 

workers, and security officers are working to raise awareness of the issue and to provide 

support to victims. 
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Table 4.13 Association between Forum of Discussions of Girl Child Defilements 

and Defilement Cases 

  Defilement 

Case 

Never 

heard 

Cases 

χ2 df p-

value 

Chief Barazas      

 Never 23 (7.1%) 6 (1.8%) 14.134 3 0.003 

 Rarely 47 (14.5%) 22 (6.8%)    

 Often 73 (22.5%) 21 (6.5%)    

 Always 119 (36.6%) 14 (4.3%)    

Church       

 Never 23 (7.1%) 6 (1.8%) 2.213 3 0.529 

 Rarely 66 (20.3%) 21 (6.5%)    

 Often 119 (36.6%) 23 (7.1%)    

 Always 54 (16.6%) 13 (4.0%)    

Radio       

 Never 11 (3.4%) 9 (2.8%) 14.863 3 0.002 

 Rarely 16 (4.9%) 9 (2.8%)    

 Often 78 (24.0%) 16 (4.9%)    

 Always 157 (48.3%) 29 (8.9%)    

Family gets together       

 Never 83 (25.5%) 24 (7.4%) 5.499 3 0.139 

 Rarely 120 (36.9%) 20 (6.2%)    

 Often 33 (10.2%) 8 (2.5%)    

 Always 26 (8.0%) 11 (3.4%)    

Funerals       

 Never 113 (34.8%) 31 (9.5%) 14.976 3 0.002 

 Rarely 66 (20.3%) 26 (8.0%)    

 Often 52 (16.0%) 2 (0.6%)    

 Always 31 (9.5%) 4 (1.2%)    

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.5 Objective Three: Predisposing Factors to girl child defilement 

The respondents were first asked to indicate why they think that girl child 

defilement occurs in their community. Table 4.14 revealed that 12 (37.2%) of the 

respondents indicated that it is due to the darkness at night, 76 (23.4%) of the 

respondents indicated that it is due to fear to report defilement cases, 45 (13.8%) of the 

respondents indicated that it is due to offenders are hardly punished, 31 (9.5%) of the 

respondents indicated that it is due to poor housing that exposes children, 27 (8.3%) of 

the respondents indicated that it is due to teachers take advantage of children in school 

and 25 (7.7%) of the respondents indicated that it is due to abuse of power.  

Table 4.14 Predisposing Factors to Girl Child Defilement 

Predisposing Factors  Frequency  Percent 

The area is dark at night  121 37.2 

Fear to report defilement cases 76 23.4 

Offenders are hardly punished 45 13.8 

Poor housing that exposes children 31 9.5 

Teachers take advantage of children in school 27 8.3 

Abuses of power  25 7.7 

Total 325 100.0 

Source: Field data (2022)  

4.5.1 Factors contributing to Child Defilement 

The respondents were further asked to indicate the extent to which they agree 

or disagree s regarded as factors leading to girl child defilement in their community. 

Table 4.15 revealed that majority 107 (32.9%) of the respondents strongly disagreed 

cultural practice leads to girl child defilement in their community. The study further 
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revealed that majority 101 (31.1%) of the respondents agreed that type of houses in 

their village leads to girl child defilement in their community, majority 92 (28.3%) of 

the respondents agreed cultural practice leads to girl child defilement in their 

community, majority 111 (34.2%) of the respondents disagreed lack of electricity in the 

community leads to girl child defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. 

The study results revealed that majority 118 (36.3%) of the respondents strongly 

agreed that media exposes girl children to defilement leads to girl child defilement in 

their community. Majority 93 (28.6%) of the respondents disagreed church activities 

(Vigil etc.) leads to girl child defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. Majority 147 (45.2%) of the respondents strongly disagreed disabled girl 

child is more vulnerable to defilement in their community leads to girl child defilement 

in their community. Majority 138 (42.5%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that 

poor parenting leads to girl child defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. Majority 138 (42.5%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that orphaned 

girl children are more vulnerable to defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community.  

Majority 150 (46.2%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that poverty in their 

household exposes girl children to defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. Majority 176 (54.1%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that night club 

vigil has increased girl child defilement in their area leads to girl child defilement in 

their community.  
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Table 4.15 Factors contributing to Child Defilement 

Statements  Strongly 

Agree  

Agree  Disagree  Strongly 

Disagree  

Cultural practices  107 (32.9%)  96 (29.5%) 83 (25.5%) 39 (12.0%) 

Type of houses in this 

village  

55 (16.9%) 101 (31.1%) 98 (30.2%) 71 (21.9%) 

Lack of electricity in the 

community leads to girl 

child defilement 

74 (22.8%) 92 (28.3%) 91 (28%) 68 (20.9%) 

Media exposes girl children 

to defilement 

55 (16.9%) 58 (17.8%) 111 (34.2%) 101 (31.1%) 

Church activities (Vigil etc.) 

leads to girl child 

defilement 

118 (36.3%) 105 (32.3%) 44 (13.5%) 58 (17.8%) 

Disabled Girl child is more 

vulnerable to defilement in 

this community 

58 (17.8%) 82 (25.2%) 93 (28.6%) 92 (28.3%) 

Poor parenting leads to girl 

child defilement 

147 (45.2%) 42 (12.9%) 108 (33.2%) 147 (45.2%) 

Orphaned girl children are 

more vulnerable to 

defilement 

41 (12.6%) 55 (16.9%) 91 (28%) 138 (42.5%) 

Poverty in this household 

exposes girl children to 

defilement 

25 (7.7%) 66 (20.3%) 84 (25.8%) 150 (46.2%) 

Night club vigil has 

increased girl child 

defilement in this area 

25 (7.7%) 44 (13.5%) 80 (24.6%) 176 (54.1%) 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.5.2 Cultural Practices Encouraging Girl Child Defilement  

The respondents were also asked to state the cultural practices in this 

community encourage girl child defilement. Table 4.16 revealed that majority 168 
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(51.7%) of the respondents indicated that incest is the main cultural practice 

contributing to girl child defilement.  

Table 4.16 Cultural Practices Encouraging Girl Child Defilement  

 Cultural Practices  Frequency  Percent 

Incest  168 51.7 

FGM 157 48.3 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.5.3 Association between knowing the cause of defilement and Defilement Cases  

The study results in Table 4.17 revealed that there was statistically significant 

association between knowing the cause of defilement and defilement cases (p=0.008). 

Out of the total 262 defilement cases, 94 (28.9%) of the respondents indicated that the 

main cause of defilement is the fear to report the defilement cases.  

Table 4.17 Association between Knowing the Cause of Defilement and Defilement 

Cases 

 Reason of girl defilement Defilement 

Case 

Never 

heard 

Cases 

 χ2 df   p-

value 

The area is dark at night 30 (9.2%) 0 (0.0%) 17.418 6 0.008 

Fear to report defilement cases 94 (28.9%) 19 (5.8%)       

Offenders are hardly punished 54 (16.6%) 23 (7.1%)       

Poor housing that exposes children 52 (16.0%) 10 (3.1%)       

Teachers take advantage of 

children in school 

4 (1.2%) 0 (0.0%)       

Parents do not know what to do 9 (2.8%) 2 (0.6%)       

Abuse of power 19 (5.8%) 9 (2.8%)       

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.5.4 Association between Factors contributing to Child Defilement and 

Defilement Cases 

The study sought to determine association between factors contributing to child 

defilement and defilement cases. The study results are presented in Table 4.18. 

The study findings in Table 4.18 revealed that there was no statistically 

significant association between defilement cases and lack of electricity in the 

community χ2 (1, N = 262) = 2.117, p =.146, church activities χ2 (1, N = 262) = 2.340, 

p =.126 and night club vigil has χ2 (1, N = 262) = 0.342, p =.559.  

However, the study findings revealed that cultural practices are statistically 

significant associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 6.087, p =.014. Out of 

the total 262 of defilement cases, 121 (37.2%) of respondents noted that cultural 

practices lead to defilement cases.  

The study findings revealed that type of houses in the village was significantly 

associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 3.877, p =.049). Out of the total 262 

defilement cases, 126 (38.8%) respondents noted that type of houses in the village led 

to increase in defilement cases.  

The study findings revealed that media exposes girl children to defilement was 

significantly associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 4.465, p =.035). Out of 

the total 262 defilement cases, 136 (41.8%) respondents noted that media exposes girl 

children to defilement.  

The study findings revealed that disabled girl child is statistically significant 

associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 6.303, p =.012. Out of the total 262 
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defilement cases, 194 (59.7%) of the respondents agreed that disabled girl child is more 

vulnerable to defilement in this community.  

The study findings revealed that poor parenting was significantly associated 

with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 5.954, p =.015). Out of the total 262 defilement 

cases, 180 (55.4%) of the respondents agreed that poor parenting leads to girl child 

defilement.  

The study findings revealed that orphaned girl children were significantly 

associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 7.644, p =.006). Out of the total 262 

defilement cases, 164 (50.5%) of the respondents noted that orphaned girl children are 

more vulnerable to defilement.  

The study findings revealed that poverty is statistically significant associated 

with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 5.041, p =.025. Out of the total 262 defilement 

cases, 174 (53.5%) of the respondents agreed that poverty in the household exposes girl 

children to defilement.  

Factors that predispose a girl child to defilement can be complex and interrelated. Here 

are some responses from local leaders, children’s officers, social workers fighting 

against sexual violence, and security officers: 

A social workers fighting against sexual violence said that;  

“Age, health, and physical, mental, emotional, and social development are 

factors that may increase a child's vulnerability to maltreatment. Children who 

do not have a clear understanding of boundaries are highly unlikely to distinguish 

between appropriate and inappropriate behavior. Children with a disability are 

at least three times more likely to be sexually abused.” 
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Children’s officers [2] noted that  

“Low self-esteem, poor control over their emotions, a history of being abused 

themselves, stress, financial problems, social isolation, and substance abuse are 

some of the factors that can contribute to child abuse and neglect”. 

Chief [4] said that; 

“Family factors that contribute to child abuse and neglect include domestic 

violence, marital conflict, and poor parent-child relationships.” 

Children’s officers [2] said; 

“Communities' perceptions of factors contributing to child sexual abuse 

vulnerability in Kenya include gender separation, dressing modestly, harsh 

penalties for sexual offenders, and community watch groups.” 
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Table 4.18 Association between Factors contributing to Child Defilement  

      Defilement 

Cases 

Never 

heard  

  χ2 df p-

value 

Cultural practices No F 141 23 164 6.087a 1 .014 

%  43.4% 7.1% 50.5%    

Yes F 121 40 161    

%  37.2% 12.3% 49.5%    

Type of houses in 

this village 

No F 136 24 160 3.877a 1 .049 

%  41.8% 7.4% 49.2%    

Yes F 126 39 165    

%  38.8% 12.0% 50.8%    

Lack of electricity in 

the community leads 

to girl child 

defilement 

No F 105 19 124 2.117a 1 .146 

%  32.3% 5.8% 38.2%    

Yes F 157 44 201    

%  48.3% 13.5% 61.8%    

Media exposes girl 

children to 

defilement 

No F 126 21 147 4.465a 1 .035 

%  38.8% 6.5% 45.2%    

Yes F 136 42 178    

%  41.8% 12.9% 54.8%    

Church activities 

leads to girl child 

defilement 

No F 188 39 227 2.340a 1 .126 

%  57.8% 12.0% 69.8%    

Yes F 74 24 98    

%  22.8% 7.4% 30.2%    

Disabled Girl child 

is more vulnerable to 

defilement in this 

community 

No F 68 7 75 6.303a 1 .012 

%  20.9% 2.2% 23.1%    

Yes F 194 56 250    

%  59.7% 17.2% 76.9%    

Poor parenting leads 

to girl child 

defilement 

No F 82 10 92 5.954a 1 .015 

%  25.2% 3.1% 28.3%    

Yes F 180 53 233    

%  55.4% 16.3% 71.7%    

Orphaned girl 

children are more 

vulnerable to 

defilement 

No F 98 12 110 7.644a 1 .006 

%  30.2% 3.7% 33.8%    

Yes F 164 51 215    

%  50.5% 15.7% 66.2%    

Poverty in this 

household exposes 

girl children to 

defilement 

No F 88 12 100 5.041a 1 .025 

%  27.1% 3.7% 30.8%    

Yes F 174 51 225    

%  53.5% 15.7% 69.2%    

Night club vigil has 

increased girl child 

defilement in this 

area 

No F 123 27 150 .342a 1 .559 

%  37.8% 8.3% 46.2%    

Yes F 139 36 175    

%  42.8% 11.1% 53.8%    

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.6 Objective Four: Available community-based Intervention on girl child 

defilement 

4.6.1 Whether your child /children Ever been Sexually Abused 

The respondents were first asked to indicate whether their child/children have 

been sexually abused. Table 4.19 revealed that 204 (62.8%) of the respondents 

indicated that their children have not been sexually abused. 

Table 4.19 Whether your child /children Ever been Sexually Abused 

 Sexually Abused  Frequency  Percent 

Yes  121 37.2 

No 204 62.8 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.2 Action taken after Defilement  

The respondents were also asked to indicate the action taken after their 

child/children have been sexually abused. Table 4.20 revealed that 101 (31.1%) of the 

respondents indicated that they reported to the chief, 98 (30.1%) of the respondents 

indicated that they reported the matter to the police, 99 (30.5%) of the respondents 

indicated they took the child to the hospital, 1 (0.1%) of the respondents indicated that 

they informed their neighbors, 9 (2.8%) of the respondents indicated that they did 

nothing out of fear, 17 (5.2%) of the respondents indicated that they did not know what 

to do.  

The study findings from the interviews with social worker [4] noted that; 

“…..when defilement case is reported to us, we report to the nearest police 

station and take the girl for medication….” 
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Chief [7] interviewed said “…... when defilment cases are reported to me I Take 

them to hospitals for medical evaluation and acquisition of a p3 form further report to 

the local police also get them psychosocial support…...”  

Further, church leader [6] interviewed noted that “…. I report the case to the 

police station, then take her to the hospital for medical check-ups ….” 

Table 4.20 Action taken after Defilement 

 Action taken  Frequency  Percent 

Report to the local chief 101 31.1 

Report to the police 98 30.1 

Take the child to the hospital 99 30.5 

Informed the neighbors 1 0.1 

Did nothing out of fear 9 2.8 

Resolved the matter with the perpetrator 17 5.2 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.3 Knowledge of the Person who Committed the Act 

The respondents were asked to indicate whether they knowledge on the person 

who committed the act. Table 4.21 revealed that majority 205 (63.1%) of the 

respondents indicated that they were not aware of the people who committed the act.  

Table 4.21 Knowledge of the Person who Committed the Act 

 Knowledge  Frequency  Percent 

Yes  120 36.9 

No 205 63.1 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 
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4.6.4 Action Taken on the person who committed the act 

The study further sought to know the action taken on the person who committed 

the act. Table 4.22 revealed that 22 (6.8%) revealed that they did nothing, 127 (39.1%) 

of the respondents indicated that they apologized and paid the fine and 176 (54.2%) of 

the respondents indicated that they reported him to the police. The questioned 

respondents added to the actions that should be implemented against culprits based on 

the interviews. 

Chief [2] said that;  

…….They should be arrested, arraigned in courts and charged as per the law, 

they should be arrested and be jailed for whole of his life, Imprisonment, they 

should be prosecuted. They should be arrested and face the law, Report to 

chief…...indicate the source of this information 

Table 4.22 Action Taken on the person who committed the act 

 Action Taken  Frequency  Percent 

Nothing  22 6.8 

He apologized and paid 

the fine 

127 39.1 

Reported to the police  176 54.2 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.5 Know of any child who has been defiled in your area 

The respondents indicate whether they had knowledge know on any child who 

has been defiled in the area. Table 4.23 revealed that majority of the respondents 221 

(68%) of the respondents indicated that they had knowledge know on any child who 

has been defiled in the area. 
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Table 4.23 Know of any child who has been Defiled in the Area 

 Child Defilement  Frequency  Percent 

Yes  221 68 

No 104 32 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.6 How they came to know about Child’s Defilement  

The respondents were asked to indicate how they came to know about child’s 

defilement. Table 4.24 revealed that 35 (10.8%) of the respondents indicated that they 

witnessed, 98 (30.2%) of the respondents indicated that the children shared with them, 

101 (30.2%) of the respondents indicated that they overhead from other members, 91 

(28%) of the respondents indicated that other children reported. 

Table 4.24 How they came to know about Child’s Defilement 

 Knowledge of Child’s Defilement  Frequency  Percent 

I witnessed  35 10.8 

The child shared with me 98 30.2 

I overheard from other members  101 31.2 

Other children reported  91 28 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.7 Action Taken after Defilement  

The respondents were also asked to indicate what they did after getting the 

information of a child had been defiled. Table 4.25 shows that 31 (9.5%) of the 

respondents indicated that they did nothing, 91 (28%) of the respondents indicated that 
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they reported to the police, 83 (25.5%) of the respondents indicated that they reported 

to the chief and 120 (36.9%) of the respondents indicated that they took the child to the 

hospital. When asked what actions should be performed once a kid is defiled, the 

respondents gave the following responses. 

Social worker [3] said, “Take them to hospitals for medical evaluation and 

acquisition of a p3 form further report to the local police also get them psychosocial 

support” another interviewee added, “Advice the girl and Report to chief” Also, “To 

report the case to the police station, then take her to the hospital for medical check-

ups” 

Table 4.25 Action Taken after Defilement  

 Action Taken  Frequency  Percent 

Nothing  31 9.5 

Reported to the police 91 28 

Reported to the chief  83 25.5 

Took child to hospital  120 36.9 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.8 How often the Child Perpetrator is Known to the Community  

The researcher sought to know how often the child perpetrator is known to the 

community. Table 4.26 shows that majority 198 (60.9%) of the respondents indicated 

that the perpetrator is rarely known to the community.  

Table 4.26 How often the Child Perpetrator is Known to the Community 

 Frequency   Frequency  Percent 

Very often  32 9.8 

Often  55 16.9 

Rarely  198 60.9 

Not at all 40 12.3 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 
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Finally, the study sought to know the action which community take on known 

defilers. Table 4.27 revealed that 79 (24.3%) of the respondents indicate that they are 

beaten and 223 (68.6%) of the respondents indicate that they are handed to the police. 

Table 4.27 Action by the Community  

 Action by the Community  Frequency  Percent 

Beat them  79 24.36 

Nothing  23 7.1 

Hand them to the police  223 68.6 

Total 325 100 

Source: Field data (2022) 

4.6.9 Association between Action Taken and Defilement Cases  

The study sought to determine association between factors contributing to child 

defilement and defilement cases. The study results are presented in Table 4.28. 
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Table 4.28 Association between Action Taken and Defilement Cases 

   Action 

Taken 

  Defilement 

Case 

Never 

heard 

Cases 

χ2 df p-

value 

What action 

did you 

take on the 

person who 

committed 

the act 

He 

apologized 

and paid fine 

F 1 0 5.381a 2 0.068 

%  2.60% 0.00%       

Reported to 

police 

F 30 3       

%  78.90% 7.90%       

other F 2 2       

%  5.30% 5.30%       

What did 

you do after 

getting the 

information 

of a child 

had been 

defiled 

Nothing F 27 3 .683a 3 0.877 

%  21.80% 2.40%       

Reported to 

police 

F 53 5       

%  42.70% 4.00%       

Reported to 

chief 

F 14 2       

%  11.30% 1.60%       

Took child to 

hospital 

F 19 1       

%  15.30% 0.80%       

What action 

does the 

community 

take on 

known 

defilers 

Beat them F 71 15 10.539a 3 0.015 

%  21.80% 4.60%       

Nothing F 36 13       

%  11.10% 4.00%       

Hand them 

police 

F 145 27       

%  44.60% 8.30%       

others F 10 8       

%  3.10% 2.50%       

Source: Field data (2022) 

The study findings revealed that there was no statistically significant association 

between action taken on the person who committed the act and defilement cases χ2 (2, 

N = 262) = 5.381, p =.068. Action taken after getting the information of defiled child is 

not statistically significant associated with defilement cases χ2 (3, N = 262) = .683, p 

=.877. However, the study findings revealed that action taken by community on known 

defilers are statistically significant associated with defilement cases χ2 (1, N = 262) = 

10.539, p =.015. Out of the total 262 of defilement cases, 145 (44.60%) of respondents 

noted that the community hand known defiler to police.  
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"We are working with schools to educate students about girl child defilement," 

said children's officer [3]. "We want to make sure that young people know what 

constitutes defilement and that they know how to report it." 

"We are also organizing community events to raise awareness of the issue," said 

social worker [5]. "We want to make sure that everyone in the community is aware 

of the problem and that they know what to do if they see something suspicious." 

"We are using social media to reach a wider audience," said a representative from 

a non-governmental organization. "We want to make sure that everyone knows 

about the problem of girl child defilement and that they know how to help." 

Local leader [3] said that; 

"We have a number of strategies in place to handle defilement of girls. These 

include educating girls about their rights, providing them with support 

services, and working with the police to prosecute perpetrators. We also work 

to change the social norms that contribute to defilement, such as the belief that 

girls are not as valuable as boys." 

Children's officer [1] noted that: 

"We have a team of social workers who work with children who have been 

defiled. We provide them with counseling, medical care, and legal assistance. 

We also work with their families to help them cope with the trauma of the 

experience." 

• Social worker [5] said; 

"I have seen firsthand the devastating impact that defilement can have on 

girls. It can lead to physical and emotional problems, as well as social 

isolation. It is important for us to provide support to these girls and to help 

them heal." 

• Security officer [7] said that; 

"We are committed to working with the community to stop defilement. We have 

increased patrols in areas where there have been reports of defilement, and 

we are working to build relationships with community members so that they 

feel comfortable reporting these crimes." 

Local Leader [5] 

"We have been working with the community to raise awareness about the 

dangers of child sexual abuse. We have also been providing training to parents 

and caregivers on how to protect their children. We believe that these measures 

will help to prevent child sexual abuse from happening." 
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Children's Officer [4] said; 

"We have been working with the police to investigate cases of child sexual 

abuse. We have also been working with the courts to ensure that perpetrators 

are brought to justice. We believe that these measures will help to deter child 

sexual abuse and protect children from further harm." 

Social Worker [2] noted; 

"We have been providing counseling and support to victims of child sexual 

abuse. We have also been working with the community to create a more 

supportive environment for victims. We believe that these measures will help 

victims to heal and recover from their trauma." 

Security Officer [6] indicated that; 

"We have been patrolling the community to deter criminals and protect 

children. We have also been working with the community to build relationships 

and create a sense of safety. We believe that these measures will help to keep 

children safe from harm." 

Local leaders [3] said; 

"We have been working with the police to increase patrols in areas where there 

have been a high number of defilement cases. We have also been working with 

schools to educate children about sexual violence and how to protect 

themselves."  

"We have set up a task force to investigate all cases of defilement and to bring 

the perpetrators to justice. We are also working with the community to raise 

awareness about the issue of defilement and to encourage people to report any 

cases they know about."  

Children's officer [4] indicated that; 

"We have been working with schools to provide counseling and support to 

children who have been defiled. We have also been working with parents to 

help them understand the signs of sexual abuse and how to protect their 

children."  

"We have been running awareness campaigns in the community about the 

issue of defilement. We have also been working with schools to develop age-

appropriate sex education programs."  
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Social workers fighting against sexual violence [4] noted; 

"We have been working with survivors of defilement to help them rebuild their 

lives. We have also been working with the police to ensure that perpetrators 

are brought to justice."  

"We have been working with the community to raise awareness about the issue 

of defilement and to encourage people to report any cases they know about."  

Security officers [6] said: 

"We have been working with the local community to increase patrols in areas 

where there have been a high number of defilement cases. We have also been 

working with schools to educate children about sexual violence and how to 

protect themselves."  

"We have been investigating all cases of defilement and have brought a 

number of perpetrators to justice. We are committed to working with the 

community to stop this crime."  
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CHAPTER FIVE  

SUMMARY, DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Introduction 

This section presents the summary, discussion, conclusion and 

recommendations of the study. The chapter first discusses the demographic 

characteristics of the respondents. Each of the subsequent sections has been sub-divided 

according to the study objectives.  

5.2 Summary of the Findings  

The first objective determines the magnitude of girl child defilement in 

Ainabkoi Sub- County. The study findings revealed that 82 (25.2%) of the respondents 

had witnessed cases of defilement once, 90 (27.7%) of the respondents had witnessed 

cases of defilement a few times, 90 (27.7%) the respondents had witnessed cases of 

defilement many times. Results revealed that 34 (10.5%) of the respondents indicated 

that they were attacked by an adult male relative, more than half 222 (68.2%) of the 

respondents indicated that they were attacked by a random adult male. Results revealed 

that 25 (7.7%) of the respondents indicated that they were attacked at school. 

The second objective sought to assess the knowledge of the residents on girl 

child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County. The study findings revealed that majority 

304 (93.5%) of the respondents indicated that defilement is having sex with a child. 

Majority 213 (65.5%) of ithe irespondents iindicated ithat ithey ihad iknowledge iof offender 

of girl child defilement in the area.  

A good number 133 (40.9%) of the respondents indicated that they never discuss 

girl child defilements at chief barazas, 142 (43.7%) of the respondents indicated that 
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they rarely discuss girl child defilements at church. The study results revealed 229 

(70.5%) of ithe irespondents iindicated ithat ithey ihad iknowledge iof law protecting children 

from defilement.  

The third objective sought to identify the factors predisposing the girl child to 

defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The study results revealed that 12 (37.2%) of the 

respondents indicated that it is due to the darkness at night. Majority 107 (32.9%) of 

the respondents strongly disagreed cultural practice leads to girl child defilement in 

their community. The study further revealed that 101 (31.1%) of the respondents agreed 

that type of houses in their village leads to girl child defilement in their community. 

The study results revealed that 118 (36.3%) of the respondents strongly agreed that 

media exposes girl children to defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. Less than half 138 (42.5%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that poor 

parenting leads to girl child defilement leads to girl child defilement in their 

community. Less than half 150 (46.2%) of the respondents strongly disagreed that 

poverty in their household exposes girl children to defilement leads to girl child 

defilement in their community. Majority 176 (54.1%) of the respondents strongly 

disagreed that night club vigil has increased girl child defilement in their area leads to 

girl child defilement in their community. Majority 168 (51.7%) of the respondents 

indicated that incest is the main cultural practice contributing to girl child defilement.  

The fourth objective sought to evaluate available community-based 

interventions against girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The istudy irevealed 

ithat i204 i(62.8%) iof ithe irespondents iindicated ithat their children have not been sexually 

abused. Less than half 101 (31.1%) of the respondents indicated that they reported to 
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the chief. Majority 205 (63.1%) of ithe irespondents iindicated ithat ithey iwere inot iaware iof 

ithe ipeople iwho icommitted ithe iact.  

The study revealed that 22 (6.8%) revealed that they did nothing, 127 (39.1%) 

of the respondents indicated that they apologized and paid the fine and 176 (54.2%) of 

the respondents indicated that they reported him to the police. The study results concur 

with Coble, (2017) who cited that majority of the Defilement offenders are reported to 

the nearby authorities. Majority 198 (60.9%) of the respondents indicated that the 

perpetrator is rarely known to the community. The study revealed that that 79 (24.3%) 

of the respondents indicate that they are beaten and more than half 223 (68.6%) of the 

respondents indicate that they are handed to the police. 

5.3 Discussions  

The ifindings ion ithe idemographic icharacteristics iof ithe irespondents iare idiscussed 

ifirst, ifollowed iby ithe ifindings ias iper ithe iobjectives iof ithe istudy. 

5.3.1 Magnitude of Girl Child Defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County 

The ifirst iobjective iof ithis istudy iwas ito idetermine ithe imagnitude iof igirl ichild 

idefilement iin iAinabkoi iSub- iCounty. iThe istudy ifindings irevealed ithat imajority iof ithe 

irespondents ihad iwitnessed icases iof idefilement ionce. iThe iresults iconcur iwith iHillis, 

iMercy, iAmobi iand iKress i(2016) iwho ireported ithat ione ito itwo ibillion ichildren iare iexposed 

ito isexual iviolence iworldwide. Mutavi (2016) argues that the extent and severity of 

defilement cases among boys and girls are prevalent across all cultures globally. 

However, shame and fear of stigmatization affect reporting of such occurrence across 

the community.  
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The istudy iresults iin irevealed ithat imajority iof ithe irespondents iindicated ithat ithey 

were attacked by an adult male relative. The findings agree with Coble, (2017) who 

cited that majority of defilements cases are incest. This sex between persons so closely 

related that they are forbidden by law to marry. Results irevealed ithat imajority iof ithe 

irespondents iindicated ithat ithey iwere iattacked iat ischool. The study however is in contrary 

with Wolak, (2010) who cited that most sexual assaults occur at or near the victim's 

home. 

5.3.2 Knowledge of the Residents on Girl Child Defilement In Ainabkoi Sub- 

County 

The isecond iobjective iof ithe istudy iwas ito iassess ithe iknowledge iof ithe iresidents ion 

igirl ichild idefilement iin iAinabkoi iSub- iCounty. iThe iresults ishowed ithat ithere iwas 

istatistically isignificant iassociation ibetween household girl defilement and defilement 

cases. The study by Aaron, (2021) differ with the study findings. The study by Aaron, 

(2021) cited that majority of household girls are well organized and help in girl child 

protection. 

The istudy iresults ifurther irevealed ithat ithere iwas istatistically isignificant 

iassociation ibetween iknowing ian ioffender iand idefilement icases. iThe istudy ifindings 

ifurthermore inoted ithat ithere iwas ia istatistically isignificant iassociation ibetween chief 

baraza and defilement cases. The study concurs with a by Maina, (2009) concurs who 

found out that Chief Baraza plays a big role in education therefore affect the society. 

There iwas ino istatistically isignificant iassociation ibetween ichurch iand idefilement icases. 

Boloje, (2013) in his study stated that church teaches about defilement as state of being 

impure, dishonored, or desecrated, the church being a source of teachings is therefore 

not associated with defilement. 
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The study's results also showed a statistically significant link between radio and 

cases of defilement. The study by Aaron (2021) concludes that even though the press 

reports on defilement cases. People need to know how bad defilement is, so they need 

to give the stories much attention. Minors cannot speak up for themselves, so they rely 

on the press to bring attention to their plight. 

There iwas ino istatistically isignificant iassociation ibetween ifamily get together and 

defilement cases. The study however differs with study by Roffeei, (2015) who 

confirmed that children family meetings give a supportive, affectionate, and accepting 

homes to their child girl children. The study results showed that there was statistically 

significant association between funerals and defilement cases.  

The ichi-square itest iresults ishowed ino istatistically isignificant ilink ibetween 

iknowing about laws that protect children and cases of defilement. The study by Ngovi 

(2020) said that sexual offences in Kenya are governed by the Sexual Offences Act 

2006, which was made into law to deal specifically with sexual offences because sexual 

offences were previously covered in the Penal Code. It is important to know the law in 

Kenya. 

5.3.3 Factors Predisposing the Girl Child to Defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County 

The third objective of the study was to identify the factors predisposing the girl 

child to defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The study results showed that there was 

no statistically significant association between defilement cases and lack of electricity 

in the community, church activities and night club vigil have.  

However, the study findings revealed that cultural practices are statistically 

significant associated with defilement cases. The study findings revealed that type of 
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houses in the village was significantly associated with defilement cases. The study 

findings revealed that media exposes girl children to defilement was significantly 

associated with defilement cases. The study agreed with Aaron (2021), who says that 

even though the press reports on defilement cases, they need to give the stories more 

attention to show how bad defilement is and what it does to children. Minors cannot 

speak up for themselves, so they rely on the press to bring attention to their plight. 

The study findings revealed that disabled girl child is statistically significant 

associated with defilement cases. The study agreed with findings by Bott, (2012) who 

cited that there is growing evidence that children with disabilities face an increased risk 

of sexually abused globally. The study findings revealed that poor parenting was 

significantly associated with defilement cases. The results of the study agreed with 

Roffeei's (2015) findings, which show that children who grow up in homes that are 

loving, accepting, and supportive are less likely to become bad people. Children whose 

parents don't want them are among the most likely to get dirty.  

The study findings revealed that orphaned girl children were significantly 

associated with defilement cases. The study agreed with Human Rights Watch (2003), 

which noted that it is especially shocking when members of a girl's own family abuse 

her sexually, especially if she is an orphan. This is because adult female relatives often 

watch, afraid or intimidated, but say nothing. The study findings revealed that poverty 

is statistically significant associated with defilement cases. Armstrong (2018) said that 

people who commit sexual violence often go after people who seem weak because of 

their poverty, gender, age, race, disability, sexual orientation, or immigration status. 

The study agreed with this. Poverty is one of the main reasons people are sexually 

abused, and the victim often has to deal with it daily.  
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5.3.4 Available Community-Based Interventions Against Girl Child Defilement in 

Ainabkoi Sub-County 

The fourth objective sought to evaluate available community-based 

interventions against girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub-County. The study revealed 

that majority of respondents indicated that they reported to the chief. The study results 

concur with Coble, (2017) who cited that majority of the defilement offenders are 

reported to the nearby authorities. Majority iof ithe irespondents iindicated ithat ithey iwere 

inot iaware iof ithe ipeople iwho icommitted ithe iact. iThe istudy iresults iare iin icontrary iwith ia 

ifinding iby iMcLaren, i(2013) iwho icited ithat imost ipeople iwho isexually iabuse ichildren iare 

iour ifriends, ipartners, ifamily imembers, iand icommunity imembers. iThe istudy irevealed ithat 

ithey ireported ihim ito ithe ipolice. iThe istudy iresults iconcur iwith Coble, (2017) who cited 

that majority of the defilement offenders are reported to the nearby authorities. 

Majority of respondents indicated that they took the child to the hospital. The 

study concurs with Lyons, (2017) who cited that even iif iyou idon't ihave iany isymptoms, 

iit's ibest ito ibe ichecked ifor isexually-transmitted iinfections i(STIs) isince imost ihave ifew isigns 

ior isymptoms. iMajority iof ithe irespondents iindicated ithat the perpetrator is rarely known 

to the community. Mennen (2010) differ with the findings that relatives of the child 

perpetrator are most often the perpetrators of child abuse. However, the study findings 

revealed that action taken by community on known defilers are statistically significant 

associated with defilement cases. The findings concur with the findings by Makasa, 

(2017) who cited that reporting to police includes description iof ialleged iassailant, itime 

iof ialleged idefilement; ilocation iand idescription iof iscene iof ialleged idefilement; iname iof 

iwitnesses iand isuspects ithis ido inot irelate idirectly ito ichild idefilement. 

https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/stis-screening-tests
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5.4 Conclusions 

Based on the study results the study concluded the following; avoid listing your 

conclusions. Instead, write your points in short paragraphs. 

1. The area has witnessed few cases of defilement which were attacked by a 

random adult male on the road. 

2. The residents of the area had no knowledge of offender of girl child defilement 

in the area since they never discuss girl child defilements at chief barazas, 

church, radios, family get together, funerals. However, the respondents 

indicated that they had knowledge of law protecting children from defilement.  

3. The predisposing factors include; darkness at night, type of houses in the 

villages, cultural practices and media exposure.  

4. Defilement cases are reported to the chief and to the police most of which they 

are aware of the perpetrators.  

5.5 Recommendations  

The study recommends the following:  

You should state your findings first; this should prompt you to give recommendations  

1.  Chiefs and church leaders in the community should get involved with the 

parents to help vulnerable children and their families in reducing girl child 

defilement.  

2.  Education sectors should educate children about their rights in order to be 

aware of the abuse and how to report the perpetrators. 
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3. The community should always support girl child defilement prevention 

programs such as family counseling, reporting mechanisms, girl child education 

on sexual abuse and community actions against perpetrators. 

4. The istudy irecommends ipolice, ilocal icommunity iauthorities, ijudiciary iand 

igovernment iagencies ito icultivate ithe iculture iof istopping ichild isexual iabuse, 

iespecially idefilement iof igirl ichild iin ivulnerable isituations iby iformulating ipolicies 

iregarding igirl ichild idefilement iin iKenya iand ielsewhere. 

5. The study recommends all stakeholders such as policymakers, department of 

children, Education, local authorities, local communities, non-governmental 

organizations to participate in coming up with strategies and formulating 

policies that helps in preventing girl child defilement. 
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5.6 Suggestions for Further Study  

The current study sought to examine community response on girl child 

defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya and therefore, the 

study suggests that the future scholars should do research on community response on 

girl child defilement in other sub counties in Uasin Gishu using similar or diverse 

objectives.  
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APPENDIX I: CONSENT FORM  

I am a Masters student at Africa Nazarene University. As a course requirement 

I am conducting this study entitled: “community response on girl child defilement in 

Ainabkoi Sub- County, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya”. Please read this form carefully 

and ask any questions that you may have before agreeing to take part in this study. Your 

answers are voluntarily given and confidentiality is a must. 

 

In case of any questions: Contact Selina C. Kogo: dions144@gmail.com or 

0722891242. You will be given a copy of this form to keep for your records. Statement 

of Consent: I have read the above information and have received answers to all the 

questions 1 asked.  

Your Signature_______________________ Date ______________________ 

This consent form will be kept by the researcher for at least three years beyond 

the end of the study. 
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APPENDIX II: HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

Household Questionnaire on community response on girl child defilement 

Section A: Demographic Information 

1. Name of the Location__________Village __________________________ 

2. Please indicate your gender 

Male [ ] Female [ ] 

3. What age bracket do you belong to? 

Below 30 years [ ] 30-35[ ]  36-40 [ ]   41-45 [ ]   46-50 [ ]  50 and 

above [ ] 

4. What is your highest level of education? 

No school [ ] Primary level [ ] Secondary level [ ] Post-secondary college [ ] 

University [ ] 

5. Which religion do you belong to? 

Christian [ ] Muslims [ ] others specify [ ]  

6. What is your status in the family?  

Mother ( ) 2) Father ( ) 3) Aunt ( ) 4) Uncle ( ) 5) Grandparent ( ) 6) other 

(specify)____ 

7. Who is the head of your family? 

Myself [ ]    Male [ ]   Female [ ]  Child headed [ ] 

8. Please indicate number of household members as categorized in the table  

Male aged 

18 and 

above  

Female aged 

18 and above 

Boy children 

17-one 

month old  

Girl children 

17 –one 

month old 

Total 

household 

members  

     

 

9. What type of labor do you engage in? 

Formal employment [ ] [ ] Casual laborer [ ] Self-employed [ ] none [ ] 

10. What income bracket does your family range in? 

Less than 5,000 [ ] 5,000-10,000 [ ] 10,000-15,000 [ ] 15,000-20,000 [ ] Above 20,000 

[ ] 

Section B: Magnitude of girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County 

1. How often in your life have you witnessed or heard of girl child defilement? 

Once [ ] A few times [ ] Many times [ ] Never heard [ ] Never witnessed [ ] 

2. What was the age of girl you witnessed or heard she had been defiled? _________ 

3. In cases where a girl was defiled who was the perpetrator? 
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Fellow child [ ] Adult male relative [ ] A random adult male [ ] Teacher [ ] Teenage 

boy [ ] 

4. Which areas do girl children mostly get attacked by their perpetrators? 

Home [ ] School [ ] on the road [ ] While fetching water [ ] While collecting 

firewood [ ] church [ ] other specify [ ] 

5. In the past two years how many cases of girl child defilement have you heard or 

witnessed? ____________ 

6. Has your household had a girl child defiled? 

Yes [ ] No [ ] 

Section C: Residence knowledge on girl child defilement 

7. In your opinion, what is girl child defilement?  

 Having sex with a child [ ] having sex with a student [ ]  

Having sex with a woman adult [ ] Forcing someone into sex [ ] 

8. Do you know of any offender of girl child defilement in this area? 

Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

9. How frequent are matters on girl child defilement discussed in the following 

forums?  

Forums  Always  Often Rarely Never 

Chief Barazas     

Church     

Radio     

Family get together     

Funerals     

Others 

Specify___________ 

    

 

10. Which other forums have you ever heard girl child defilement being discussed? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------- 

11. Do you know the law protecting children from defilement? 

Yes [ ]     No [ ] 

12. When you encounter a defiled girl child what are you supposed to do? 
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13, What should be done to girl child defilement perpetrators? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________ 

14 How does your culture protect girls from defilement? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________ 

15 What is the punishment for a girl child perpetrator in this community? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Section D: Predisposing Factors to girl child defilement 

16 Why do you think girl child defilement occurs in this community? 

The area is dark at night [ ]   Fear to report defilement cases [ ] 

Offenders are hardly punished [ ]  Poor housing that exposes children [ ] 

Teachers take advantage of children in school [ ] Parents do not know what to do [ ] 

Abuse of power [ ] 

17  Indicate to what extent you agree or disagree with the following statements as 

factors leading to girl child defilement in this community? 

Statements  Strongly 

Agree  

Agree  Disagree  Strongly 

Disagree  

Cultural practices      

Type of houses in this village      

Lack of electricity in the community 

leads to girl child defilement 

    

Media exposes girl children to defilement     

Church activities (Vigil etc.) leads to girl 

child defilement 
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Disabled Girl child is more vulnerable to 

defilement in this community 

    

Poor parenting leads to girl child 

defilement 

    

Orphaned girl children are more 

vulnerable to defilement 

    

Poverty in this household exposes girl 

children to defilement 

    

Night club vigil has increased girl child 

defilement in this area 

    

18 What cultural practices in this community encourage girl child defilement? 

Incest [ ]   FGM [ ] Any Other Specify_______________________________ 

Section E: Available community-based Intervention on girl child defilement 

1.  a) Has your child /children ever been sexually abused? 

Yes [ ]     No [ ] If no go to item number 3 

b) If yes, what did you do?  

Report to the local chief [ ]   Report to the police [ ]  

Take the child to the hospital [ ]   Informed the neighbour [ ]  

Did nothing out of fear [ ]    did not know what to do [ ] 

 Resolved the matter with the perpetrator [ ] 

c) If yes did you know the person who committed the act? 

Yes [ ]    No [ ] 

2. What action did you take on the person who committed the act? 

Nothing [ ] He apologized and paid fine [ ] Reported him to police [ ] Others Specify [ 

] 

3.  Do you know of any child who has been defiled in your area? 

Yes [ ]    No [ ] 

4.  How did you know about it? 

I witnessed [ ]   the child shared with me [ ]  

I overhead from other members [ ]   other children reported [ ]  

Any other Specify _________________________ 

5. What did you do after getting the information of a child had been defiled? 

Nothing [ ] Reported to Police [ ] Reported to the chief [ ] Took child to hospital [ ] 

6.  How often is the child perpetrator known to the community? 
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Very often [ ]  Often [ ]   rarely [ ]  Not at all [ ] 

7. What action does the community take on known defilers? 

Beat them [ ]   Nothing [ ] Hand them to police [ ] others specify__________________ 

8. What mechanism does this community put in place to protect girl child against 

defilement? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________ 

9. What does the community do to discourage people from defiling girl children 

in the community? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

Thank You 
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APPENDIX III: INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR KEY INFORMANTS 

1. How prevalent is girl child defilement in Ainabkoi Sub- County? 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

2. What would you say about child defilement in this area? Probe on cases of girl’s 

defilement? 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

3. What is the level of knowledge among residents of Ainabkoi Sub-County 

regarding girl child defilement? 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

4. What factors in this community do you think predispose a girl child to 

defilement?  

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

5. How does the community get informed on girl child defilement?  

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

6. What strategies does the community have in handling defilement of girls?  
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…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

7. Which preventive measures have the community used in responding girl child 

defilement? 

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 

8. What action has your office use in countering girl child defilement incidences 

in this community?  

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………… 
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APPENDIX IV: RESEARCH APPROVALS AND LETTERS 
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APPENDIX V: RESEARCH PERMIT 
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APPENDIX VII: LETTER FROM COUNTY DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION  
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APPENDIX VIII: SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION TABLE 

Note: N = Population size   n = Sample size 

 

N n N N N n 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

110 

120 

130 

140 

150 

160 

170 

180 

190 

200 

210 

10 

14 

19 

24 

28 

32 

36 

40 

44 

48 

52 

56 

59 

63 

66 

70 

73 

76 

80 

86 

92 

97 

103 

108 

113 

118 

123 

127 

132 

136 

220 

230 

240 

250 

260 

270 

280 

290 

300 

320 

340 

360 

380 

400 

420 

440 

460 

480 

500 

550 

600 

650 

700 

750 

800 

850 

900 

950 

1000 

1100 

140 

144 

148 

152 

155 

159 

102 

105 

109 

175 

181 

186 

191 

198 

201 

205 

210 

214 

217 

226 

234 

242 

248 

254 

260 

265 

269 

274 

278 

285 

1200 

1300 

1400 

1500 

1600 

1700 

1800 

1900 

2000 

2200 

2400 

2600 

2800 

3000 

2500 

4000 

4500 

5000 

6000 

7000 

8000 

9000 

10000 

15000 

20000 

30000 

40000 

50000 

75000 

100000 

291 

297 

302 

306 

310 

313 

317 

320 

322 

327 

331 

335 

338 

341 

346 

351 

354 

357 

361 

364 

367 

368 

370 

375 

377 

379 

380 

381 

382 

384 
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APPENDIX IX: MAP OF THE STUDY AREA 

 

Figure 1: Map of Ainabkoi Sub-County showing wards and administrative unit 

  Source: Moi University Geography Department GIS Lab. 


