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ABSTRACT  

Violence against women (VAW) remains a worldwide public health and psycho-social 

challenge associated with a wide range of negative consequences. Besides physical 

consequences, the health and psychological/emotional effects are overreaching. These 

motivated the sustainable development goals on health for all with targets on the 

eradication of all forms of VAW. The objectives of this study are to determine the level 

of VAW in the study area and to assess associated factors, barriers to ending and 

perpetrators of different types of VAW in Oyo State, Nigeria. The ecological model 

and feminist theory were adopted. A cross-sectional mixed method study comprising 

of quantitative and qualitative methods were used. The 2018 Nigeria Demographic and 

Health Survey data collected from women of reproductive age was used. The data of 

respondents from Oyo State were extracted. Qualitative data were collected during 2 

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) of 11 participants each and 2 Key-Informant Interview 

(KII) in February 2020. The independent variables include women age, education, 

location, employment, religion, and ethnicity. Basic descriptive statistics were used. 

Chi-square test was used to test the association between the experience of violence and 

background characteristics of the respondents. Bivariate and multiple logistic binary 

regression were used to identify the factors associated with VAW at p=0.05. Data were 

analysed using Stata version 16 and Nvivo version 13. Of the 300 ever-partnered 

women who participated in the quantitative data, one-fourth was from the North while 

37.7% and 36.3% were from the South and Central senatorial districts respectively. 

Nearly half (47.0%) was aged 35-49 years and 41.2% aged 25-34 years. The lifetime 

prevalence of emotional, physical, sexual and financial violence was 13.8%, 12.2%, 

2.6% and 20.5% compared with recent prevalence at 10.6%, 7.6%, 3.5% and 20.5% 

respectively. While 6% of the respondents stated that “wife-beating” is acceptable and 

23% were sometimes afraid of partners, the KII and FGD participants agreed that VAW 

is unacceptable. Risk of VAW doubled among women in Oyo Central (adjusted odds 

ratio (aOR) = 2.17, 95% CI: 1.07-4.84, p=0.0457) than in Oyo North but insignificantly 

higher in Oyo South. Likelihood of VAW was five times higher in urban than in rural 

areas (aOR = 4.95, 95% CI: 1.53-16.06, p=0.008) and was 83% lower among women 

whose husbands had no education than those whose spouses had higher education (aOR 

= 0.17, 95% CI: 0.03-0.93, p=0.042). The adjusted odds of VAW was higher among 

women whose spouse accuse of unfaithfulness (OR = 3.49, 95% CI: 1.31-18.86, 

p=0.039). Over 63% of VAW were committed by husbands. Violence remained 

prevalent in the study area, commoner in urban areas and Oyo Central. The SDG goal 

on the eradication of VAW is far from been achieved. The existing laws on anti-

violence are weak and were not enforced. There are needs to re-orientate the community 

members, strengthen the existing anti-violence laws and enforce the laws if the SDG 

on VAW is to be achieved in the study area and Africa. Policymakers should design 

evidence-based, community-feasible and community-suitable interventions to halt 

VAW.  
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CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1.1      Introduction 

The United Nation described violence against women (VAW) and girls as “one 

of the most systematic and widespread human rights violations” (United Nations 

Women, 2013). One of the critical goals of the Sustainable development Goals (SDG) 

is to achieve gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls with a target of 

elimination of all forms of VAW(United Nations, 2015). With the 2030 deadline for the 

attainment of the goals drawing nearer, there is no available assessment of how Nigeria 

is faring in the eradication of VAW.  

This chapter presents the background of the study, the dimensions of GBV, the 

context of gender-based violence, causes of violence, theoretical framework, 

consequences of violence, VAW in Africa, efforts by the countries of the world / SDG 

and MDG, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research 

questions/hypotheses, significance of the study, the scope of the study, limitations of 

the study, delimitations of the study and the conceptual framework.   

1.2      Background of the Study  

Gender-based violation comprises of physical and sexual violence. They are 

worldwide public health problems associated with a wide range of negative 

consequences. According to the United Nations, Gender-Based Violence (GBV) is “an 

act of violence that results in or is likely to result in physical, sexual or 

psychological/emotional harm or suffering for women, including threats of such acts, 

coercion, or arbitrary deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in private or public life” 

(United Nations Women, 2013).  
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The violence does not necessarily connote the use of force but may follow 

coercion (Ogunbode, Bello, & Ogunbode, 2014). Sexual violence could be described as 

any form of sexual act, or an attempt to obtain a sexual act, solicit sex, unwanted sexual 

comments or advances, or acts, or otherwise directed, against a person’s wish either by 

use of deceit,  coercion by any person, regardless of the person’s relationship to the 

victim in any setting(CDC, 2019; WHO, 2013a). Sexual coercion, a form of sexual 

violence, whereby the perpetrator uses force, or threats, verbal insistence, deception, 

cultural expectations, and economic circumstances to take undue advantage of the 

victim by engaging in any form of sexual activity against the victim’s will. The United 

Nations, haven realized that the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 3 on gender 

equality (WHO, 2012) did not have any specific target and indicator to halt VAW,  

dedicated one of the 17 SDGs to women. SDG 5 was named “Achieve gender equality 

and empower all women and girls” (United Nations, 2015).   

The first target is “End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls 

everywhere whether or not legal frameworks are in place to promote, enforce and 

monitor equality and non-discrimination on the basis of sex” and the corresponding 

indicator of the goal is “The proportion of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 years 

and older subjected to physical, sexual or psychological/emotional violence by a current 

or former intimate partner in the previous 12 months, by the form of violence and by 

age”. The second target was “Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and 

girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types 

of exploitation” (United Nations, 2015).  

1.2.1 Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women and Girls  

This study is designed to assess how close Nigeria is towards the elimination of 

all forms of violence against women. The violence can be any of physical, 
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economic/financial or psychological/emotional violence. The SDG  5 had a target to 

eliminate all forms of violence  against women. The indicator of this target was the. 

“The proportion of women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual 

violence by persons other than an intimate partner in the previous 12 months, by age 

and place of occurrence” and “Percentage of referred cases of sexual and gender-based 

VAW and children that are investigated and sentenced” (United Nations, 2015).  

Therefore the dependent variable is an experience of any emotional, physical, sexual or 

financial violence among women. The study was aimed to determine the level of 

occurrence of the different VAW, which are mostly gender-based and domestic, in the 

study area. Understanding of the levels and factors associated with violence would 

provide evidence-based information to the government and other stakeholders as well 

as policymakers and aid appropriate, effective and efficient policy formulation. This 

dependent variable showed the current level of the attainment of the SDG 5 with target 

of bringing the levels of all forms of violence to 0% everywhere in the world. 

1.2.2 Evaluation of the Attainment of the Sustainable Development Goal 5 

The SDG 5 sought for gender equality with a cardinal target of eliminating all 

forms of violence against women. A major way to evaluate the attainment of this goal 

is assessment of the level of violence and the factors that are associated to it. To achieve 

this, the age of the respondents, respondent and spousal educational attainment, religion, 

wealth index of respondents’ households, place of residence and the respondent and 

spouses current employment status, ethnicity, age the differences between the 

respondents and their spouse are the independent variables included. The other 

independent variables are whether husbands consume alcohol or not, and whether 

husband gets jealous or not when the wife discusses with other men, whether spouses 

accuse their wives of unfaithfulness or not, whether spouses permit their wives to meet 
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their (the wives) female friends or not, whether spouses limit their wives’ contacts with 

their (the wives) family and whether the spouses always insist on knowing where the 

respondents are or not. 

1.2.2.1 Socio-Demographic  Characteristics and Elimination of all forms of 

Violence against Women 

This study aimed to determine the level of violence against women in the study 

area and compare it what the target of the SDG 5 is. To assess the prevalence of physical, 

economic/financial, sexual or psychological/emotional violence among ever-partnered 

women and girls aged 15 years and older in Oyo State, Nigeria, both qualitative and 

quantitative methods were used. The knowledge of the prevalence and how close or far 

the prevalence is compared with the targets of SDG 5 will help to determine if VAM is 

been contained or not in the study area. The socio-demographic variables are the age of 

the respondents, respondent and spousal educational attainment, religion, wealth index 

of respondents’ households, place of residence and the respondent and spouses current 

employment status, ethnicity, age the differences between the respondents and their 

spouse.  

1.2.2.2 Relationship Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against 

Women 

Different factors could be associated to VAW including the type of relationships 

between victim and perpetrators. To examine the factors associated with and barriers 

against the eradication of VAW in Oyo State, Nigeria, qualitative methods and logistic 

regression for quantitative methods were adopted. The knowledge of the associated 

factors could policymakers in maker evidence-based decisions and interventions. The 

candidate independent variables to achieve this objective are whether husbands 

consume alcohol or not, and whether husband gets jealous or not when the wife 

discusses with other men, whether spouses accuse their wives of unfaithfulness or not, 



5 

 

 

 

whether spouses permit their wives to meet their (the wives) female friends or not, 

whether spouses limit their wives’ contacts with their (the wives) family and whether 

the spouses always insist on knowing where the respondents are or not. 

1.2.2.3 Societal Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women 

The identifications of the mainperpetrators of physical, psychological/emotional 

economic/financial, and sexual VAW in Oyo State, Nigeria is very crucial to focussed-

policy to redice VAW. This study aimed at identifying the commonest perpetrators of 

violence against women so as to assist policymakers in focussing necessary policies. 

This study also determined the level of reporting and help-seeking behaviour among 

victims of violence. It will also aid the stakeholders in developing strategies to enhance 

the reporting and help-seeking behaviour among victims of violence. The independent 

variables are attitudes and practices as well as societal practices on the reporting and 

help-seeking behaviour among victims of violence 

1.3      Statement of the Problem  

Although VAW have been existing for a long time, it is not supposed to be. There 

should be gender equality whereby, the rights and privileges of women and girls are 

protected. Besides the physical consequences of this violence, the health and 

psychological/emotional effects are overreaching. These motivated the defunct MDG 

and the new SDG on the health of all and the eradication of all forms of VAW and girls. 

A key target of the goal is to reduce and eliminate VAW and girls to 0% (United 

Nations, 2015). While efforts have been taken across different countries of the world to 

achieving this goal, there is no documentation of evidence aggregating the levels of the 

attainment of this goal in Africa and Nigeria, specifically. The current evaluation study 

revealed the current levels of the violence perpetrated against women and girls in Oyo 

State, Nigeria and what has been achieved so far and also provide information on how 
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far or close Nigeria is towards the eradication of all forms of VAW. The SDG has 

attached great importance to the eradication of VAW as it affects a good proportion of 

women. The effect of VAW on their health, psychology and general well-being are 

huge. The directive of the United Nations that a target of 0% prevalence in all forms of 

violation against women and girls should be achieved by 2030 and that continuous 

evaluation of the level of attainment of this target at subnational, national, regional and 

global levels motivated the current study. 

1.4      Objectives of the Study  

1.4.1 Purpose of the Study  

The purpose of the study is to evaluate the attainment of the sustainable 

development goal on the elimination of all forms of violence against women in Oyo 

State, Nigeria. 

1.4.2 Specific Objectives  

The specific objectives are  

i. To assess the influence of socio-demographic characteristics on occurrence of 

violence among ever-partnered women in Oyo State, Nigeria  

ii. To examine relationship factors affecting the elimination of all forms of 

violence against women in Oyo State, Nigeria  

iii. To assess the societal factors affecting the elimination of all forms of violence 

against women in Oyo State, Nigeria  

1.5      Research Questions 

The research questions to be answered by this study are: 

i. What are the factors influencing  violence against women in Oyo State, Nigeria? 
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ii. How can relationship factors influence elimination of all forms violence against 

women in Oyo State, Nigeria?  

iii. Can societal factors influence elimination of all forms violence against women 

in Oyo State, Nigeria? 

1.6      Significance of the Study  

In recent decades, governments in various parts of the world, as well as 

Community Based Organizations (CBO) and Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGO), have been involved in multi-sectoral campaigns and activities targeted at the 

elimination of VAW. What is not known is the extent to which this has been achieved 

in Nigeria. There is no literature on a study aggregating the African experience, as well 

as VAW. This study provided evidence-based information on the success of such 

campaigns in Nigeria. The study evaluated the outcome of the efforts been made so far, 

the level of attainment of the efforts, identify barriers and offer recommendations. The 

outcome of this study will be useful for planning, policy-making, research, 

strengthening of existing laws, formulation of new laws as well as enforcement of laws 

to enhance good social and living conditions of women and girls. This evaluation study 

provided useful knowledge on whether the SDG is achievable, generate knowledge 

which is crucial for understanding the phenomenon of violence and how to deal with it 

effectively. The outcome of this evaluation study will aid the anti-violence policy 

formulation and implementation and as well as in academics. 

1.7      Scope of the Study   

The study evaluated how close the 2025 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

on the eradication of all forms of VAW is in Nigeria. Specifically, the study covered 

Oyo State, Nigeria.  Sampled women and other stakeholders in the attainment of this 

goal were accessed to give the account of their experiences as far as physical, 
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psychological/emotional, economic/financial and sexual VAW are concerned. The 

current evaluation study revealed the current levels of the violence perpetrated against 

women and girls in Africa and what has been achieved so far and also provide 

information on how far or close Africa is towards the eradication of all forms of VAW.  

1.8      Limitations of the Study  

The limitations of this study are completeness, accuracy, and correctness of 

respondents’ information as there are no means to verify the information supplied by 

the women. More so, the events of violence might have suffered recall bias or deliberate 

attempt not to rub “an old wound”. Nonetheless, the owner of the secondary data has 

checked the data for reliability and validity checks hence its use in this study. More so, 

the correctness of information among women with no formal education may be very 

low. The secondary nature of the quantitative data used in this study limited choices of 

variables. Nonetheless, the rigorous data collection procedures, internal consistency 

validations, expertise, supervision and enabling environment to collect accurate and 

reliable sensitive information(National Population Commission(NPC)[Nigeria] & ICF 

International, 2019)  by the DHS (the data owners and originators) have erased the effect 

of such recall bias.  

1.9      Delimitations of the Study  

The delimitations of this study include physical and no-physical injuries that are 

not related to violence were excluded. Also, only the women of reproductive age in Oyo 

State, Nigeria were included 

1.10     Theoretical Review  

Women have been oppressed for too long in both the home front and outside the 

homes. In some cases, the abuse and oppression against women started when a child is 
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born and turns out to be a female. Especially in Africa setting, most parents have a 

higher preference for male births. Much more worrisome is that mothers often prefer 

male child to female child. The abuse, oppression and violence continue as the children 

grow whereby male children are sent to school at the expense of female children. This 

act is also visible at workplaces and in marriages where women are seen as lesser human 

beings!!! One of the theories that have underpinned this behaviour and practice against 

the womenfolk is the feminist theory. 

1.10.1   Feminist Theory  

This study is guided by the feminist theory. The feminist theories and the feminist 

movements have reiterated that knowledge which ultimately affects practices and 

attitude of people are not merely neutral or objective. It is believed that knowledge about 

the interrelationship among human being is engendered by the knowledge which makes 

people have a dominant perspective and behaviour in society, which was the male one 

(androcentrism). Knowledge has then been masked by specific historical, political, 

social and personal conditions on which it was reported and thereby made a supposedly 

clear and evident gender differential not to be visible.  

1.10.1.1 Proponents of Feminist Theory  

The proponents of this theory, that is the feminist epistemologies, believed that 

“knowledge is dynamic, relative and variable and that it cannot be considered an aim 

itself but a process”(Camarasa & Heim, 2007). The proponents believed that this 

approach has led to ethical concern on how the males have consistently and unethically 

dominated the women. This gave birth to feminist ethics.  

1.10.1.2 Assumptions of Feminist Theory  
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The feminist ethics was orchestrated to formally make a diligent revision, 

reformulation, or rethinking as well as reworking of those aspects of traditional western 

ethics that had hitherto and summarily diminished, depreciates or devalues women's 

moral experience both at home and in the secular world. Several feminist philosophers 

including Alison Jaggar faulted the traditional western ethics for its inability to uphold 

the dignity and right of women in at least five distinct ways.  

Firstly, the traditional western ethics showed little or no concern for women's 

rights, interests and privileges compared with their male counterparts.  On the second 

note, the traditional western ethics believed that the problems that may arise in the 

“private world”, including the routine chores carried out by women such as meal 

preparations, house cleaning and care for the children, aged people and the sick persons, 

are morally uninteresting and unrewarding. Thirdly, the old ethics suggested that an 

average woman is not as morally developed as his male counterpart.  

Fourthly, the traditional western ethics overvalues the traditionally and culturally 

masculine traits like independence, autonomy, separation, mind, reason, culture, 

transcendence, war, and death, and at the same time undervalues the traditionally and 

culturally feminine traits such as interdependence, community, connection, body, 

emotion, nature, immanence, peace, and life; which gives men upper hand and 

predisposes man to overreaching attitudes and practices against the women. On the final 

note, the philosophers noted that the western traditional ethics has more or less favoured 

and approved of culturally masculine ways of moral reasoning that emphasize rules, 

universality, and impartiality over culturally feminine ways of moral reasoning that 

emphasize relationships, particularity, and partiality (Bola, 2016).  
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The thinkers in the feminist tradition have emphasized the importance of the 

experiences of women, widows, children and other marginalized and vulnerable groups 

to ethical deliberations. The feminist approach has contributed meaningfully in its 

principle of care as a legitimately primary ethical concern. The feminist ethics is rather 

about the totality of human life and how this life comes to influence the way decisions 

are made about what is right and what is wrong especially when men deal with the 

opposite sex. This is in contrary to the postulations of the justice approach.  

1.10.1.3 Applications of the Theory to Violence against Women  

Considering the postulations of this theory, the current study is premised on the 

fact that there exist gender inequalities in all human endeavours. The promotion of 

women’s rights, interests and issues, is the common basis of the feminist studies and 

their epistemological concerns, even though there are multiple meanings of gender and 

the concept of gender itself has been criticised (Godenzi, Breines, Connell, & Eide, 

2000).  

VAW constitutes a violation of the rights and fundamental freedoms of women 

and impairs their enjoyment of those rights and freedoms. VAW is imminent as it has 

many expressions. Also, new forms of violence may arise as changes occur in the 

development of social changes and social dynamics; VAW has multiple and 

multidimensional effects, but all of them have the common denominator of being 

gender-based and has overreaching consequences; According to the perspectives of the 

feminist proponents, the best way to evaluate perpetration of VAW, its type, forms, its 

perpetrators and its consequences is through the accounts of the women, hence this 

evaluation study. The study used the tenets of the theory to identify the independent 

variables that predispose and put women at risk of violence. 
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Different theories and models have been proposed to provide an insight into the 

interrelationship among these factors. Most paramount among these models and 

theories is the ecological model offered by the World report on violence and health. The 

ecological model was designed to link and help understand the root causes and risk 

factors of violence. The model identified the individual, relationship, community, and 

societal levels as very strategic for risk and protective factors (Astor et al., 2006). The 

model has been used by the Centres for Disease Control, USA (Campbell, Dworkin, & 

Cabral, 2009; CDC, 2019). 

The individual-level consists of the personal history and biological factors such 

as early developmental experiences, demographics etc which affects how individuals 

behave and how such behaviours increase peoples chances of becoming a victim of 

violence or a perpetrator of violence. Among the demographics are age, education, 

income, and also the psychological or personality disorders, substance abuse, and 

history of behaving aggressively or having experienced abuse. The relationship level is 

made up of a personal relationship with people either by marriage, peers, family, 

friends, and intimate partners may influence the risks of becoming a victim of violence 

or perpetrator of violence.  

The community-level covers all the social relationships occurring in places such 

as social gatherings, schools, neighbourhoods and workplaces have a great influence on 

violence. Among the community-level risk factors are mobility, level of unemployment, 

population density and perhaps the existence of a local drug or gun trade. The societal 

factors are the factors that either encourage or inhibit violence in society. They comprise 

of the economic and social policies that determine the level of socioeconomic 

inequalities among people, the availability of weapons, availability of laws against 
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violence, enforcement of laws against violence, social and cultural norms on male 

dominance over women, parental dominance over children, etc. 

Therefore, the Feminist theory was used to draw the conceptual framework that 

connected the independent variables with the dependent variable in this study. 

1.11    Conceptual Framework  

The conceptual framework for this evaluation study is based on the ecological 

model for the prevention of violence. The model provides a framework for 

understanding how risk and protective factors interrelate and predisposed individuals to 

the risk of violence. There are predisposing and enabling factors that either increase or 

reduce the risk of violence. According to the ecological model on prevention of 

violence, the individual-level factors and the personal relationship factors can be 

grouped as the predisposing factors while the community and the societal factors are 

the enabling factors (Astor, Marachi, & Benbenishty, 2006; RTI International, 2016). 

However, the individual factors often lead to and embedded in one’s relationship factors 

which are members of communities. These factors are then enabled or otherwise by the 

practices condoned by the society at large. All these factors affect the risk, perpetrator, 

frequency, type, nature and dimension of violence been perpetrated as shown in Figure 

1.1.  

Independent variables such as respondents’ age, education, household wealth 

status, religion, ethnicity, substance abuse/ alcohol consumption, marital status, 

employment status and place of residence were be sourced from the secondary data. The 

key-informant interviews and focus group discussions were used to identify 

independent variables such as age, education, religion, ethnicity and place of residence 
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support for gender inequalities, availability/enforcement of anti-violence laws, 

social/cultural norms on male dominance as shown in the conceptual framework.   

 

Demographics 

• Age,  

• Education,  

• Household wealth status  

• Religion and Ethnicity 

• Employment status 

• Place of residence 

• Alcohol consumption 

Relationship factors  

• Age differences between 

spouses 

• Marital status 

• Spousal education 

• Spousal employment status 

• Spouse consumes alcohol 

• Spouse gets jealous  

• Financial decision making 

Community and  

Societal factors 

 
• Availability and 

enforcement of anti-

violence laws 

• Social/cultural practice/ 

norms on male dominance 

 

Dependent 

variable: 

 Rate and factors 

of Violence 

against Women 

• Physical,  

• Emotional, 

• Economic,  

• Sexual Violence 
 

Figure 1.1:  Conceptual framework for evaluation of violence among women and 

girls in Oyo State, Nigeria 

Independent Variables 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1     Introduction  

This chapter details the theoretical theory that underpins this study and the 

empirical facts about violence in the continent of Africa and the World. The scourge of 

VAW has always been at the forefront of global public health challenge for a long time. 

It is a fundamental human right challenge and has constituted social, clinical health as 

well as public health dilemma (Abuya, Onsomu, Moore, & Piper, 2015; Bamiwuye & 

Odimegwu, 2014; Begum, Dwivedi, Pandey, & Mittal, 2010; Black et al., 2011; Goo & 

Harlow, 2017; Pollitt et al., 2013; Salazar & San-Sebastian, 2014; Thomson, Bah, 

Rubanzana, & Mutesa, 2015; WHO, 2013b). Literature is replete that VAW has 

remained prevalent despite several interventions to tame it (Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 

2014; Garcia-Moreno, Jansen, Ellsberg, Heise, & Watts, 2006; WHO, 2013b). 

2.2     Empirical Review  

The development of existing gender policy and the strengthening of new ones in 

African countries to protect the rights and promote the health of women, 

notwithstanding, VAW remains a menace to the health and wellbeing of African women 

(National Gender Policy, 2006). This can be attributed to unfavourable sociocultural 

norms that presuppose African women as inferior to their male counterparts (Bola, 

2016). To worsen the already precarious situation, a very high number of Africa women 

believes that the physical violence or assault of a woman by her husband or partner is 

justified and acceptable (National Population Commission (Nigeria) and ICF 

International., 2014). This has hitherto limited the reporting of and punishment for 

spousal violence.  



16 

 

 

 

2.2.1 Socio-Demographic Characteristics and Elimination of all forms of Violence 

against Women  

A WHO multi-country study estimated  14-61% and 6-59% prevalence for 

physical and sexual violence respectively (World Health Organization, 2013). Increase 

in the occurrence of VAW in the sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) region, especially in 

Nigeria, the largest country in Africa, is replete in the literature (Bamiwuye & 

Odimegwu, 2014; Roman & Frantz, 2013). A recent study by Bamiwuye et al. showed 

that about 3 of every 10 women had experienced spousal violence in Nigeria, with 

45.3% in Kenya and 45.5% in Mozambique (Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 2014). A meta-

analysis of 141 studies from 81 countries showed that the lifetime exposure to domestic 

violence among women was relatively high with 65.6% in central SSA, western SSA 

(41.8%) and South Asia (41.7%)(Devries et al., 2013).  

The likelihood of being a victim of sexual violence is highest among females 

younger than 16 years but lower in the developed countries (Blondeel et al., 2018; Puri, 

Frost, Tamang, Lamichhane, & Shah, 2012). A 2001 Kenyan survey among young 

people aged 10-24 years in Nyeri, Kenya, showed over 20% and 10% of the sexually-

experienced young women and men respectively had had non-consensual sex mostly 

perpetrated by their intimate partners (Speizer, Fotso, Davis, Saad, & Otai, 2013). Also, 

sexually active women in casual relationships were more likely to experience sexual 

violence than married women and the violence among unmarried women 

(Kouyoumdjian et al., 2013).  

Studies conducted in South Africa, Kenya, Ghana, and Uganda have found the 

prevalence of coerced sex ranged from 14% in rural Uganda to 32% in urban Capetown 

(Ogunbode et al., 2014). A study conducted among school-going youths across 10 

southern African countries between 2003 and 2007 found 19.6% of female students and 
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21.1% of male students aged 11-16 years reporting forced or coerced sex (Sivaram, 

Davis, Solomon, & Celentano, 2011). About every one of females in Ghana reported 

that their first sexual intercourse was forced on them without their consent (Wrigley-

asante, Owusu, Oteng-ababio, & Owusu, 2016). 

Across the globe, non-consensual sex and other forms of sexual abuse are 

prevalent in most cultures of the world. Women are been sexually molested in every 

setting by males (Puri et al., 2012; United Nations Women, 2013). In addition, the 

prevalence of domestic violence differed across different settings. While sufficient 

evidence showed that domestic violence happens everywhere in the world, disparities 

exists in its prevalence among low and middle-income countries (LMIC) as well as 

high-income countries. For instance, 15% to 71% of ever-married women have ever 

been abused either physically or sexually by their intimate partner (Heise L, 2002).  

A WHO multi-regional study on the prevalence of lifetime sexual and/or physical 

spousal violence among ever-married women showed a 30% lifetime experience 

(World Health Organization, 2013). Lifetime experience of sexual and/or physical 

spousal violence was highest among ever-married women in the LMIC in the WHO 

South-East Asia, Eastern Mediterranean and African regions with 37.7%, 37.0% and 

36.6% respectively, compared to 23.2% found in the high income countries (World 

Health Organization, 2013). 

Globally, it is estimated that a third of women experience physical or sexual 

violence (Deering, Amin, Shoveller, & Nesbitt, 2014). Lifetime history of sexual 

coercion in women in the US and Germany was about 13% (Semahegn & Mengistie, 

2015). A multi-country study across 10 economically and culturally diverse countries 

found that experience of physical and sexual violence by an intimate partner among 
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women ranged from  4% in Japan to  53% in Ethiopia within 12 months preceding the 

data collection (Krug, Mercy, Dahlberg, & Zwi, 2002). Also, 63% of the sex workers 

in Chennai reported experiencing forced sexual act within three months preceding an 

Indian national survey in 2010 (Sivaram et al., 2011).  According to Black et al., the 

outcome of the most recent national survey carried out by the United States CDC, 

showed that over a third of women in the United States have been physically assaulted, 

sexually assaulted, and/or stalked by an intimate partner one time or the other (Black et 

al., 2011). 

2.2.2 Relationship factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against 

Women 

The causes of violence could either be described as risk factors and protective 

factors. The risk factors are the reasons for violence. Risk factors are those 

characteristics or exposures of individuals that increase their possibility of becoming 

either a victim or a perpetrator of violence. For instance. Being isolated socially or been 

a consumer of alcohol predisposes people to violence either as a victim or a 

perpetrator(Gupta et al., 2014; Stark et al., 2017). The protective factors are those 

characteristics that reduce the likelihood of individuals to be exposed to the risk of 

violence and by extension to its consequences. An example may be an inclination to 

religion sect (Allais, 2011; Nguyen, Shiu, & Farber, 2016). 

Literature has identified the risk factors of domestic violence to include age at 

marriage or cohabitation, religion, education, place of residence and household wealth 

quintile and employment (Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 2014; Roman & Frantz, 2013; 

Thomson et al., 2015; World Health Organization, 2013). A recent WHO multi-regional 

study showed that the prevalence of domestic violence among ever-married women was 

30% among women aged 15-19 years, suggesting that IPV starts early in life. The 
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prevalence was higher (over 36%) among older women(World Health Organization, 

2013). Another multi-country study in SSA linked the higher prevalence of VAM to 

higher household wealth quintile in Mozambique while the reverse was the case for 

Kenya as women from poorer households were more probable to suffer domestic 

violence(Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 2014).  

However, just like any other health outcome, there is no single factor that can 

explain why some people and groups are more exposed or more protected from 

violence. Rather, violence can be seen as the outcome of a complex interaction of 

several factors that are often operating at different levels of human endeavours.  

The risk of violence was higher among younger, ever-married women than the 

older women (Eldoseri & Sharps, 2017; Izugbara, 2018; Volpe, Hardie, Cerulli, 

Sommers, & Morrison-Beedy, 2013; World Health Organization, 2013). Heise et al had 

already reported that both adolescents and young women are especially at risk of 

violence which aggravates their preponderance and susceptibility to HIV infection and 

other developmental vulnerabilities (Heise, 2016).  

The risks of FDV were higher among women of the same age or younger than 

their spouses (Adebowale, 2018; Akpanta, Okorie, & Kanu, 2017; Izugbara, 2018). A 

higher risk of violence among women that got married at younger ages has been 

documented (Izugbara, 2018). Differences in levels of prevalence have also been found 

across the marital status of women with the separated and divorced women having 

higher odds (Anderberg, Mantovan, & Sauer, 2018; Edwards, 2015; Wong et al., 2016). 

These differences have been attributed to the reason why women got separated and 

divorced as violence could have ignited marital failure (Nawa, 2019). Also, an earlier 
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study had established an association between women employment and the risk of 

domestic violence (Semahegn & Mengistie, 2015).   

Educational levels among women have been associated to the risk of violence 

(Eldoseri & Sharps, 2017; Leite, Amorim, Wehrmeister, & Gigante, 2017; Thomson et 

al., 2015; Umubyeyi, Mogren, Ntaganira, & Krantz, 2014), with higher odds among 

women with only primary or secondary education. A study carried out in South India 

reported a higher prevalence of violence among rural residents (George et al., 2016). 

Similar findings are available in the literature (Adebowale, 2018; Edwards, 2015; 

Strand & Storey, 2019).  The risk of violence was higher for a woman whose partner 

consumes alcohol and/or whose husband gets jealous when she talks with another man 

than for a woman whose partner do not have any of this behaviour (Abramsky et al., 

2011; Oxfam International, 2018; Quit Alcohol, 2019). 

According to the consensus reached at the end of the Fourth World Women’s 

conference, in Beijing in 1995, VAW was described as “an act of violence based on 

gender, which may result or results in physical, sexual or psychological/emotional 

harm, including threats, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, in either private or 

public life”(Platform for Action, 1995).  In essence, VAW is a Gender-Based Violence 

(GBV). The word “gender” has been construed in most societies to be determined or at 

least influenced by the roles, privileges, rights, representations, expectations and values 

assigned to each sex. This obvious socio-cultural construction of what is feminine and 

masculine places men and women in different and opposite positions in society.  

VAW should be understood as “a manifestation of the historically unequal power 

relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and 

discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of women’s full 
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advancement” (Platform for Action, 1995). Thus, GBV could be simply put as violence 

is perpetrated against women just because the victims are women. It is worth noting that 

women and girls experience GBV over their lifespan. VAW may occur at homes, 

schools, churches, workplaces, public spaces and other therapeutic settings. 

Although there are several dimensions of GBV, this study focussed on physical, 

emotional/psychological, sexual and economic/financial violence. Physical violence is 

a result of intentional or negligent action or omission against the woman’s body which 

may result or results in physical injury. Psychological violence is any kind of intentional 

action or omission, that could be in form of threats, humiliations, vexations, exigencies 

of obedience or submission, verbal coercion, verbal abuse, isolation, stalking, 

deprivation or limitation of liberty, that may result or actually results in psychological 

suffering, harm or self-esteem dismissing.  

Sexual violence consists of all forms of exhibition, surveillance or any behaviour 

of sexual nature imposed to the women without her express consent, through force, 

deceit, coercion, intimidation, emotional manipulation, stalking, etc. and or with the 

independence of the relationship between the victim and the violence perpetrator. 

Economic/financial violence relates to all forms of intentional or unjustifiable 

deprivation or limitation of economic resources of the woman or her family, which may 

result or actually results in physical or psychological damages, injuries or sufferings on 

the woman or her children. 

However, the relationship context of which GBV occurs varies. They include 

partner, family, workplace, social and community context. Partner relationship context 

refers to all physical, psychological/emotional, sexual or/and economic/financial 

violence against the woman, caused by her partner or her ex-partner, as well as by a 
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person who has or has had a similar relationship with the woman. The family context 

includes physical, psychological/emotional, sexual or/and economic/financial violence 

against the woman or/and her children, caused by the members of the family that are 

not partners of a woman but conditioned by the effective and emotional family 

relationships.  

Also, the workplace context consists of physical, psychological/emotional, 

economic/financial or sexual violence that usually, but not only, of the form of the so-

called the “sexual harassment” against a woman in her work or vocational training, with 

the purpose of bringing down her dignity, and throughout the creation of an 

intimidating, hostile, degrading, humiliating, offensive or disturbing environment. The 

social or community context consists of physical, psychological/emotional or sexual 

VAW, like sexual aggression (rape and any other sexual aggression in which sex is the 

weapon to demonstrate the power of the men over women), sexual harassment, forced 

marriage, genital mutilation, sexual slavery, trafficking in women, crimes against sexual 

and reproductive rights, etc. It also includes any other kind of VAW based on gender 

with the purpose of attempting their dignity, integrity or freedom. 

The consequences of violence are enormous. It can lead to adverse physical, mental, 

psychological/emotional, social, economic/financial abuse and outcomes. In some 

cases, it affects sexual and reproductive health outcomes (Zakar, Zakar, Mikolajczyk, 

& Krämer, 2012). In particular, studies have shown that sexual violence is strongly 

associated with HIV/AIDS (Puri et al., 2012; United Nations Women, 2013) as well as 

causing chronic pain, infection, and infertility, traumatic gynaecological fistula. Sexual 

violence may result in loss of pregnancy, miscarriage or forced abortion, each of which 

carries its own risk (Bola, 2016; Fagbamigbe, Adebowale, & Morhason-Bello, 2015). 
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In Nigeria, domestic violence has been linked to an increase in the incidence of 

miscarriages, induced abortions and stillbirths (Okenwa, Lawoko, & Jansson, 2011). 

More so, literature is replete on the fact that VAW often cause sexually 

transmitted infections, unwanted pregnancies, forced abortion, gynaecological 

complaints, low body mass index infant and child mortality are possible adverse effects 

of spousal violence on women’s reproductive health (Abuya et al., 2015; Begum et al., 

2010; Black et al., 2011; Goo & Harlow, 2017; Pollitt et al., 2013; Salazar & San-

Sebastian, 2014; Thomson et al., 2015; WHO, 2013b). The psychological implications 

are equally severe. Violence victims experience severe trauma and depression, long-

term disease, sometimes leading to suicide (Allais, 2011; Fowler & Faulkner, 2011; 

Sivaram et al., 2011). In addition, some victims turn to alcohol or other drugs to cope 

with their victimization (Fowler & Faulkner, 2011).  

Gender-based offences help to enforce, perpetuate and sustain gender inequality. 

While it makes the abusers and perpetrators feel like masters or semi-gods, it reduces 

the victims, mostly women, to lesser persons, worth less than others and as persons who 

cannot exercise control over their lives, their income, their bodies and their movement. 

All these have grave consequences on the victim's education, health, attainment, 

employment and participation in social and political life (Allais, 2011; Gupta et al., 

2014; Ogunbode et al., 2014). 

A growing body of literature indicates that millions of children who witness abuse 

against their mothers, in which some of them are also abused, and even when they are 

not the targets of the abuse, are at risk for maladjustment in the present and the future 

when compared to children who have not been exposed to such violence (Graham-

Bermann, Howell, Lilly, & DeVoe, 2011). This may lead to emotional and behavioural 
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reactions such as somatic complaints, behavioural problems, withdrawal and depression 

of varying degrees. 

2.2.3 Societal Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women 

 Husbands and sexual partners have been identified in the literature as the main 

perpetrators of VAW. Shanko et al found that 70.3% of the perpetrators of  violence are 

partners (husbands) (Shanko, Wolday, Assefa, & Aro, 2013). For several decades, the 

countries of the world have put efforts in scaling down the rate of VAW in their domains 

and ensure that perpetrators are punished. However, such efforts might have suffered a 

setback as a result of communal and society norms especially in Africa that put and 

regard women as unequal and below men in all ramifications (Bola, 2016). In Nigeria, 

just as in many other parts of Africa, several studies and reports have revealed a 

“shockingly high” level of VAW (National Population Commission [Nigeria] & United 

Nations Population Fund, 2014). For instance, Arisi et al. reported that “women are 

considered as tools to be used by men. They are regarded as objects to be used for 

pleasure, temptation and elimination.  

In Nigeria, a man will beat his wife and nothing will happen, instead [he] will 

expect her to go on her knees and beg him” (Arisi & Oromareghake, 2011). One can, 

therefore, conclude that the “acceptance of this practice reflects women’s low status and 

the perception that men are superior to women. In addition to adverse physical health 

outcomes, this form of violence lowers a woman’s self-esteem and her image in society, 

leading to her disempowerment” (National Population Commission (Nigeria) and ICF 

International., 2014). 

Several efforts are been taking both internationally and within Africa, continent 

to eradicate VAW. While some are in the form of campaigns and town hall meetings, 

some efforts are in terms of enacting and enforcement of laws to uphold the right, values 
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and place of women in the society. The 1994 International Conference on Population 

and Development declared that “advancing gender equality and equity and the 

empowerment of women and the elimination of all kinds of VAW, and ensuring 

women’s ability to control their fertility are cornerstones of population and 

development-related programs” (United Nations, 1994). Fight against violence is one 

of the outcomes of women’s empowerment, which encompasses women having a sense 

of value, dignity, ability, self-worth, access to opportunities and resources, choices and 

the ability to exercise them, control over their own lives, and as well as influence over 

the direction of social change. 

Most African countries are signatories to almost all the international conventions 

on human rights, women’s rights, and children’s rights, as well as to agreements on 

international goals regarding education, health, and poverty eradication (ICF 

International Inc., 2012; National Bureau of Statistics Tanzania and ICF - Macro, 2011; 

National Population Commission (Nigeria) and ICF International., 2014). For instance, 

Nigeria launched a national gender policy to promote gender equity and sustainable 

development in 2007 (National Population Commission [NPC] and ICF Macro, 2009) 

as a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW), adopted in 1979 by the United Nations General Assembly. 

The government of Kenya had proposed Vision 2030 in 2007 to bring overall 

prosperity to all Kenyans with increased quality of life and by an extension of gender 

equality (Government of Kenya, 2007). In the economic pillar of the Vision 2030, both 

men and women have been admitted and employed in the sector but little is known if 

women now have a sizeable contribution to the sector. Also Agricultural, retail 

marketing, manufacturing activities and outputs have increased tremendously but the 

odds are still against the women in these sectors.  
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Young persons have embraced the business process offshoring (BPO) but it 

presents more opportunity to the male folks compare with female counterparts. 

According to the 7th review on efforts to attaining CEDAW, more men than women are 

engaged in financial services and are at advantage of getting access to financial aids 

(Ministry of Gender Children and Social Development Kenya, 2009). Under the social 

pillar, the strategy was to use advancement and re-engineering of education and training, 

health, water and sanitation, the environment, housing and urbanization, gender youth 

and vulnerable groups, equity and poverty elimination, science, technology and 

innovation to ensure a peaceful and Kenya. However, little has been achieved in this 

regard as far as gender equality is concerned. Men have benefited under this strategy 

more than women. Women had a lower capacity to invest and uptake the challenges 

listed under this strategy. Kenya is not as peaceful as desired, right of women and 

children have been trampled upon. 

2.3     Summary of the Reviewed Literature  

The theoretical theory that underpinned this study and the empirical information 

on the perpetration of VAW both within and outside Africa show that there is a need 

for multi-sectoral efforts to combat the menace. Evaluation of where Africa stands in 

the United Nations’ tolerance for VAW and gender inequality is one of the approaches 

and efforts to enable the stakeholders to have evidence-based information, hence this 

study.  

2.4     Knowledge Gap  

Although a pocket of literature has documented the outcomes of efforts to halt 

violence as well as the prevalence of VAW in some countries in Africa(Bola, 2016; 

Graham-Bermann et al., 2011; Women Safety Services, 2019), What is not known is 

what the experience and the outcomes are in Oyo State, Nigeria. Therefore this study 
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provided evidence-based documentation of the prevalence of VAW in Oyo State, 

Nigeria and the outcomes of efforts to halt VAW. The study also identified the reporting 

and help-seeking behaviour among victims of violence and the main perpetrators of 

VAW and determine the factors associated with and the barriers to eradication of VAW 

in Oyo State, Nigeria. In addition, the current study assessed the societal values on 

VAW, identify barriers to stoppage of violence and also assess the available laws on 

VAW and its enforcement. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY   

3.1    Introduction  

This chapter presents the research design adopted for this study, the location of 

study, the target and study populations as well as sampling procedures and the inclusion 

and exclusion criteria. The data collection methods, data management, and analysis 

procedures ethical considerations were presented.  

3.2    Research Design  

A mixed-method design was used in this evaluation research. The design 

comprises of mainly qualitative approach and also quantitative approach were used. The 

design encompasses both cross-sectional collections of both qualitative and quantitative 

data. The quantitative part of the study was retrospective using secondary data of the 

most recent DHS in Nigeria (National Population Commission(NPC)[Nigeria] & ICF 

International, 2019). The qualitative data focussing on the research objectives were 

collected using FGD, key-informant interviews and document reviews in Nigeria. In 

addition, the data collected during the most recent universally conducted Demographic 

and Household Survey by ICF Macro, United States for the developing countries was 

used to address all the study objectives.  

3.3    Research Site and Rationale 

This evaluation research was carried out in Oyo State, Nigeria. The study site was 

purposively selected due to its historical and administrative relevance in South-West 

Nigeria. Ibadan is the capital and most populous city in Oyo State, in the South-Western 

part of Nigeria. Oyo State has over 6 million inhabitants. The state has three senatorial 

districts which are further divided into local governments as shown in Appendix 4.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_city
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oyo_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
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3.4    Target Population  

The target population is the women of reproductive age. That is those aged 15-49 

years across Oyo State, Nigeria. There are about 2.5 million of reproductive age in Oyo 

State(National Population Commission(NPC)[Nigeria] & ICF International, 2019). Due 

to the large size of data to be used, there is a fair distribution of women by age, rural-

urban location and education. However, the characteristics were stratified in the analysis 

to ensure comparison. 

3.5    Study Sample  

3.5.1 Sample Size 

Two FGDs was conducted among women aged 15 to 49 years, one each in the 

rural and urban areas. Two KIIS were conducted with two senior officials of the 

Ministry of Women Affairs, Oyo Stata, Nigeria. 

For the secondary data, using an African violence average prevalence of 20%, 5% 

margin of error, X2 =3.841, N=2,5000,000 and adopting the Krecie and Morgan(Krejcie 

& Morgan, 1970) formula for sample size estimation, the minimum sample size is  384.  

𝑛 =
𝑋2 ∗ 𝑁 ∗ 𝑃 ∗ (1 − 𝑝)

𝑑2 ∗ (𝑁 − 1) + 𝑋2 ∗ 𝑃 ∗ (1 − 𝑝)
= 384 

However, of the three hundred and forty eight (348) women from Oyo state who 

participated in the Nigeria DHS 2018, and were interviewed on violence-related issues 

only 300 provided valid responses. So the quantitative analysis were based on the 

responses of the 300 respondents. 

The selected respondents were informed that the questions to be asked are very 

sensitive and were reassured regarding the confidentiality of their responses. Similar 

procedures were followed in each of the countries. The procedure ensured the accuracy, 
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validity and reliability of the data. The details of the 2018 Nigeria DHS report has been 

published (National Population Commission (Nigeria) and ICF International., 2014). 

All the respondents selected for the questions on VAW in the surveys conducted by the 

ICF Macro in each of the countries were analysed in this study 

3.5.2 Sampling Procedures of the DHS Survey 

The ICF Macro uses the same sampling strategies in all the countries where the 

DHS were carried out. Typically, clustered multistage sampling in which case all 

regions/zones are involved, then states/provinces are first selected the regions/zones, 

then districts/local governments selected from the states/provinces, and then the 

selection of wards/enumeration areas which are generally referred to as the clusters from 

which the households where the women lived were finally selected. A woman, aged 15-

49 years, each is selected from each already selected households. The clusters were used 

as the primary sampling units in the data analysis.  

The Nigeria DHS 2018 adopted a stratified probability two-stage sampling 

procedure to select a representative sample of women across Nigeria. The sampling 

design utilized the sampling frame of enumeration areas (EA) that were obtained from 

the 2006 population census of Nigeria. The EAs were primary sampling units. Each 

state of Nigeria, including Oyo state, was first stratified into urban and rural EAs. Then, 

within each state, samples were selected independently in every stratum through a two-

stage selection. Implicit stratifications were achieved at each of the lower administrative 

levels by sorting the sampling frame before sample selection according to 

administrative order and by using a probability proportional to size selection at the first 

sampling stage.  
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At the first stage, 38 EAs were selected with probability proportional to the size 

of the EAs. Then, a household listing operation was carried out in all selected EAs, and 

the resulting lists of households were used as the sampling frame for selection of 

households in the second stage. In the second stage, an equal number of 30 households 

were selected in every cluster by an equal probability systematic sampling. An eligible 

woman was then interviewed in each selected households. In Oyo state, 1260 

households were allocated from 42 clusters of which 1,194 women were identified for 

interview. Detailed sampling details have been documented (National Population 

Commission(NPC)[Nigeria] & ICF International, 2019). 

3.6 Data Collection  

3.6.1 Data Collection Instruments 

3.6.1.1 Secondary / Quantitative data  

The quantitative data were downloaded from the website of ICF Macro 

(www.dhsprogram.com) in Stata format. The variables related to the study were 

retained while others were discarded. The questionnaires and approval to use data are 

shown in Appendix 1 and 2. 

3.6.1.2 Primary/Qualitative data 

Qualitative data were collected using FGD, key-informant interviews and 

document reviews in Nigeria. The discussants were selected from the pool of women 

aged 15-49 years. The interviewees in the KII were selected from among the senior staff 

of the Ministry of Women affairs officials in Nigeria. The interview and discussion 

guides were developed and used throughout qualitative data collection. The interview 

guide and approval to collect data are shown in Appendix 1 and 2. 



32 

 

 

 

3.6.2 Piloting of Research Instruments  

The developed interview and FGD guides were piloted among carefully selected 

individuals that have similar characteristics with the targeted participants for the final 

data collection. The participants for the pilot study were selected in enumeration areas 

that were not selected for the final data collection. While lessons learnt during the pilot 

study were used to improve the data collection tools, any challenges and other issues 

emanating from the study were adequately addressed. 

3.6.3 Validity of Findings   

The findings of this study were valid as internationally standardized questions by 

Straus et al. on the assessment of VAW were used to collect the secondary data by 

qualified and trained data collectors and supervisors (Straus, 1990). Besides, the 

sampling procedure ensured that the findings are generalizable and valid.  In addition, 

the research assistants for the collection of the qualitative data were recruited to serve 

as data collectors and supervisors. They were trained before data collection to maintain 

data quality.  

3.6.4 Reliability of Research Instruments  

The outcome of the interview and FGD sessions was transcribed verbatim. To 

ensure quality control in coding the data, the research assistants independently read and 

code the interviews, develop a list of codes. In establishing codes, considerations were 

given to only the major themes. The research team discussed the code names, resolved 

any discrepancies and arrived at an agreed code which was used to analyse the data. All 

related codes were grouped into categories, each under a major node heading, while the 

individual sub-themes were transformed into free nodes under these headings. Inter-

rater test of reliability was used to assess how different people responded to the same 

question. A piloted shortened, modified version of the Conflict Tactics Scale was used 
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in all the three surveys (Straus, 1990). The interviewers received special training before 

pretesting of the questions on domestic violence. The training focused on techniques in 

asking sensitive questions, ensuring privacy and building rapport between interviewers 

and respondents. In addition, the details of the sampling procedure of respondents for 

the violence-related questions is available at www.dhsprogram.com. 

3.6.5 Data Collection Procedures  

3.6.5.1 Primary/Qualitative Data 

Two FGDs of 8-12 participants each were conducted in rural and urban areas in 

the Oyo State of Nigeria. The discussants were selected using "purposive" sampling. 

This ensured that the discussants belong to the target population for the study who were 

able to provide the needed information.  The focus group discussants were women with 

similar characteristics who share a similar background so they can discuss more openly. 

The two homogeneous groups provided data needed for the study, 

Also, two KII were conducted with two randomly selected officials of the 

Ministry of Women Affairs, Nigeria. The informants were purposively selected among 

the senior officials of the ministry. This enabled the sourcing of information from the 

right channels. The informants were people in positions of power and authority, and 

with technical skills who are knowledgeable of the subject matter. 

3.6.5.2 Secondary / Quantitative Data  

The ICF Macro used a semi-structured interviewer-administered questionnaire to 

collect information from the women aged 15-49 years in each of the countries. 

According to the protocols of the ICF Macro surveys, the questionnaires were 

transcribed to local languages in each of the countries and transcribed back into English 

for easy understanding of the participants and to ensure completeness and accuracy. 
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Data were collected on the participants’ background characteristics and experience of 

any form of violence.  

A piloted shortened, modified version of the Conflict Tactics Scale(Straus, 1990) 

was used in all the three surveys. The interviewers received special training before the 

pilot and pre-test of these questions on domestic violence. The training focused on how 

to ask sensitive questions, ensure privacy, and build rapport between interviewer and 

respondent. Rapport with the interviewer, confidentiality, and privacy are all keys to 

building respondents’ trust so that they can safely share their experiences with the 

interviewer. Similar protocols were used for the three surveys with particular care on 

the domestic violence question administrations.  

3.6.5.3 Variables 

Any ever-married woman who answered in affirmative to at least one of the 

questions was considered to have experienced domestic violence (National Population 

Commission (Nigeria) and ICF International., 2014). The outcome variable is whether 

a woman had experienced violence or not. Based on existing literature (Bamiwuye & 

Odimegwu, 2014; CDC, 2019; Roman & Frantz, 2013; Thomson et al., 2015; Umana, 

Fawole, & Adeoye, 2014; World Health Organization, 2013) and the theoretical 

framework adopted for this study, the independent variables include the age of the 

respondents used as a proxy for birth cohorts (15-19,20-24,25-34,35-49 years),  

respondent and spouses educational attainment (none, primary, secondary, and higher 

education), religion (Christianity, and Islam), wealth index of respondents’ households 

(poorest, poorer, middle, richer and richest), residence (rural or urban) and respondent 

and spouses employment status  (employed or unemployed), ethnicity, whether 

husbands consume alcohol or not, and whether husband gets jealous or not when the 

wife discusses with other men, financial decision making amongst others.  



35 

 

 

 

Qualitative data focussing on the research objectives were collected using FGD, 

key-informant interviews and document reviews in Nigeria. Such data were collected 

using interview and discussion guides. The interview and discussion guides were 

developed based on the conceptual framework and were used throughout qualitative 

data collection. The KII with Ministry of Women affairs officials focussed on the 

participants’ perception of the initiatives of the government and non-governmental 

organizations in curbing the menace of VAW in Oyo State, Nigeria. A sample guide of 

the qualitative data collection guide is shown in Appendix I. The following independent 

variables were collected: age, education, household wealth status, religion, ethnicity, 

employment status, place of residence, alcohol consumption, violence perpetrators, 

place of violence, marital status, spousal education, spousal employment status, spouse 

consumes alcohol, the spouse gets jealous when wife discuss with another man, 

financial decision making, availability and enforcement of anti-violence laws, 

social/cultural practice/ norms on male dominance and experience of 

conflicts/insecurity. 

3.6.5.4 Identification of occurrence emotional violence 

To determine whether an ever-married woman have experienced emotional 

violence before the survey dates, each selected female respondent was asked to indicate 

if she had: ever been humiliated by husband/partner; ever been threatened by 

husband/partner; and ever been insulted by husband/partner; An affirmative response to 

one of any of the above questions constitutes an experience of emotional violence 

3.6.5.5 Identification of occurrence physical violence 

To determine whether an ever-married woman has experienced physical violence 

before the survey dates, each selected female respondent was asked to indicate if she 

had: ever been pushed or shook or had something thrown by husband/partner at her: 
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ever been slapped by husband/partner: ever had arm-twisted or hair pulled by 

husband/partner; and ever been punched with the fist or hit by something harmful by 

husband/partner. 

Furthermore, such a woman was asked to indicate if she had: ever been kicked or 

dragged by husband/partner; ever been strangled or burnt by husband/partner and ever 

been threatened with a knife/gun or other weapons by husband/partner. An affirmative 

response to one of any of the above questions constitutes an experience of physical 

violence 

3.6.5.6 Identification of occurrence sexual violence  

To determine whether an ever-married woman has experienced sexual violence 

before the survey dates, each selected female respondent was asked to indicate if she 

had ever been physically forced into unwanted sex by husband/partner; ever been forced 

into other unwanted, sexual acts by husband/partner; ever been physically forced to 

perform sexual acts the respondent didn't want to. 

An affirmative response to one of any of the above questions constitutes an 

experience of sexual violence. 

3.6.5.7 Identification of occurrence financial violence 

To determine whether an ever-married woman have experienced financial 

violence before the survey dates, each selected female respondent was asked to indicate 

if she had: participated in decision-making on how your earnings are spent; and 

participated in decisions on large household purchases 

An affirmative response to one of any of the above questions constitutes an 

experience of financial violence. For each of these questions, the respondents were 
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asked if the violent act was during the 12 months before the survey. An affirmative 

response was taken to be a recent occurrence of such violence. 

3.6.3.8 Identification of occurrence domestic violence 

A respondent who has at least one of emotional, physical, sexual and financial 

violence is adjudged to have experienced domestic violence. 

3.7   Data Analysis and Presentation  

All the discussion and interview extracts were transcribed verbatim develop a list 

of codes. Considerations were given to themes that were present in the majority (over 

50%) of the interviews Nvivo 13 software were used to analyse the qualitative data 

obtained during the key informant interviews and focus group discussions. The analysis 

was done based on keywords that spring up within themes and sub-themes of the study. 

Transcripts from the FGDs and KIIs were analysed with a focus on identifying 

recurrent, dominant and divergent opinions (Bradley, Curry, & Devers, 2007). The 

findings were organized around themes and sub-themes of the interviews and 

discussions.   

Quantitative data analysis were done using Stata version 16. Basic descriptive 

statistics were used to determine the mean, standard deviation, median and interquartile 

range, frequency and percentage. The levels of prevalence of the different types of 

violence were compared across the background characteristics of the respondents. Due 

to clustered multi-stage sampling adopted by the DHS, sampling weights were required 

for all analysis of the DHS data to ensure the actual representativeness of the survey 

results at the national levels as well as the domain levels (Croft, Marshall, & Allen, 

2018; National Population Commission(NPC)[Nigeria] & ICF International, 2019). The 

sampling weights were already computed by DHS and came with the data. Therefore 

all the percentages presented in this work were weighted as required by the DHS. Chi-
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square test was used to determine if an association exists between the prevalence of 

violence and the background characteristics of the respondents. Logistic binary 

regression was used to identify the factors associated with VAW at p=0.05. The 

outcome variable was an experience of violence while the independent variables consist 

of women age, education, location, employment, religion, ethnicity etc. Tables and 

charts were used to present the findings from the quantitative study. 

3.8   Ethical Considerations  

For the quantitative data, ethical approval was sought from the Institutional 

Review Board at ICF Macro, United States of America. The approvals were granted 

before the conduct of the survey. Also, informed consents were received from the 

participants before interviewing them. Approval was obtained from ICF Macro and 

Measure DHS for permission to use the data for this study. 

The ethical approval was sought and obtained from the Oyo State Ministry of 

Health Research Ethical review committee and informed consent was obtained from the 

interviewees and the discussants for the qualitative part of the study. Ethical approval 

is Ref. No. AD 13/479/1697A as shown in Appendix 2.  

The following essentials of ethical research were ensured. Remain academic; 

deduce a paragraph to summarize this points; follow the guidelines  

Confidentiality of data: The names and other personal identifiers of the 

participants were protected. The data collected would be used strictly for this study and 

kept strictly confidential.  

Translation of protocol for local languages: The protocol were translated into 

local languages for easy understanding of the respondents.  
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Beneficence to participants: The results of the study would be shared with 

stakeholders in the protection of woman right and values. Such information would be 

used to strengthen programmes and intervention that would curtail VAW in Africa.  

Non-maleficence: The data needed for this study poses no harm to the 

participants in any way.  

Voluntariness: The participants were informed that their participation is not 

compulsory and that they can opt-out of the interview/discussion as they deemed fit. 

And that their wishes would be respected and their non-participation or withdrawal will 

not prevent them from benefiting from the outcome of the study. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION OF RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

This Chapter contains the characteristics of all respondents, spouses of the 

respondents, and experience of violence. First, response rate, the characteristics of the 

respondents are presented, then the spouses’ attitudes were described. This was 

followed by the prevalence of each type of violence and the prevalence of at least one 

of the prevalence. Also, the bivariate analysis of factors associated with the occurrence 

was carried out. The adjusted multiple logistic regression was carried out to determine 

the factors that significantly contribute to the different types of violence and the 

prevalence of at least one of the prevalence while controlling for other variables. Lastly, 

the distribution of perpetrators of violence, physical violence in pregnancy, frequency 

of physical violence and help-seeking behaviour of victims of violence. In Oyo state, of 

the 918 women who participated in the study, only 348 were among which 300 provided 

valid responses. 

4.2 Response rate 

Of the 348 respondents from Oyo State that were interviewed on violence-related 

issues, 300 (86.2%) ever-partnered women provided valid responses. The remaining 

13.8% eligible for the domestic violence module could not be successfully interviewed 

either because privacy could not be obtained or they declined. Two key informant 

interviews and two focus group discussions of 11 discussants each were held between 

February 17th and February 28th, 2020. The available documents and records on violence 

among women were reviewed during the period. 
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4.3 Socio-Demographic Characteristics of all Respondents 

One-fourth of the respondent, 78(26.0%), of the 300 respondents were from the 

North senatorial district while 113(37.7%) and 109(36.3%) were from the South and 

Central senatorial districts respectively as shown in Table 4.1. The majority (82.3%) of 

the respondent resides in the urban areas, with most (97.1%) of them currently married. 

Nearly a half (47.0%) of the respondent was aged 35 to 49 years, 41.2% aged 25 to 34 

years, 10.1% aged 20 to 24 years and 1.7% were aged 15 to 19 years (that is 11.8 % 

were aged 15-24 years). Almost all the respondents (96.6%) were younger than their 

spouses while 3.1% were of the same age with their spouses. The majority (85.2%) of 

the respondents were of Yoruba ethnic group while 52.8% were Muslims and 47.2% 

were Christians. On the highest level of education attained, 17.1% had higher education, 

50.0% had secondary education, 18.9% had primary education, 14.0% had none and 

96.6% were currently employed. Regarding their spouses, 20.2% had higher education, 

42.0% had secondary education, 14.6 had primary education while 23.2% had none and 

96.4% were currently employed (Table 4.2). 
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Table 4.1: Socio-Demographic Characteristics of the ever-married respondents 

Characteristics Frequency % 
Senatorial District   
Oyo North 78 26.0 
Oyo South 113 37.7 
Oyo Central 109 36.3 
Residence   
Urban 247 82.3 
Rural 53 17.7 
Marital Status   
Married 291 97.1 
Formerly Married 9 3.0 
Age        
15-19 year 5 1.7 
20-24 year 30 10.1 
25-34 year 124 41.2 
35-49 year 141 47.0 
Spousal Age difference    
Same Age 11 3.4 
Wife Younger 289 96.6 
Household Wealth Status   
Poorest 50 16.5 
Poorer 62 20.7 
Middle 65 21.6 
Richer 71 23.8 
Richest 52 17.3 
Ethnicity   
Yoruba 256 85.2 
Others 44 14.8 
Religion   
Christian 142 47.2 
Islam 158 52.8 
Highest Education        
None 42 14.0 
Primary 57 18.9 
Secondary 150 50.0 
Higher 51 17.1 
Spouse Highest Educational    
No Education 68 23.2 
Primary 43 14.6 
Secondary 123 42.0 
Higher 59 20.2 
Current employment status        
Employed 290 96.6 
Unemployed 10 3.4 
Spouse employment status    
Employed 289 96.4 
Unemployed 11 3.6 
Total 300 100.0 
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4.3.1 Specific Attitudes of Husbands/Spouses of the Respondents 

The distribution of habits of spouses is reported in Table 4.2. Nearly one fifth 58 

(19.3%) of the respondents reported that their spouse gets jealous when they (the wives) 

are with other men, 14.1% reported that their spouses drink alcohol, 12.3% of the 

respondents stated that their spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness, 7.7% of the 

respondents stated that their spouses who don’t permit their wives to meet their (the 

wives) female friends, 7.2% reported that their spouses limit their contacts with their 

(the wives) family and about 13.1% of the respondents stated that their spouses who 

always insist on knowing where the respondents are (Figure 4.1). 
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Table 4.2:  Distribution of husbands/spouses attitudes 

Characteristics Frequency % 

Spouse jealous when with other men   
Yes 58 19.3 

No 242 80.7 

Spouse drinks alcohol   
Yes 42 14.1 

No 258 85.9 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness   
Yes 37 12.3 

No 263 87.7 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet 

female friends   
Yes 23 7.7 

No 277 92.3 

Spouse limit contact with her family   
Yes 22 7.2 

No 278 92.8 

Spouse insist to know where 

respondent is all time   

Yes 39 13.1 

No 261 86.9 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1: Specific Attitudes of Husbands/Spouses of the Respondents   
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4.5 Presentation of Research Analysis and Findings 

4.5.1 Influence of Socio-Demographic Characteristics on Elimination of all forms 

of Violence against Women in Oyo State of Nigeria 

The KII participants and the discussants in the FGD agreed that VAW in any form 

and under any disguise is wrong but that violence especially physical violence is still 

common among couples according to the following extracts.  

 

“It is totally wrong for husbands to beat or be violent to spouses. To be 

honest there are still violent acts in different homes” (Male, 55, KII) 

“Women still suffer from their hands of their spouses. Violence is outside 

there but it is reducing”, (Female, 49, KII) 

“Yes, I believe there are emotional and sexual violence among married 

people but it is very difficult to ascertain, so the society usually 

sweep it under the carpet”, (Male, 55, KII) 

“Ah my husband has never touched me since we married, he doesn’t even 

beat our children”, (Currently Married Woman, 37, FGD 1) 

“Yes, although I don’t have problem with my partner but our neighbour is 

always fighting with the husband, I belief there is violence in our 

community, just that people don’t talk”, (Currently Married Woman, 

43, FGD 2) 

“My husband sometimes insults me and shout at me but he doesn’t beat 

me. We quarrel but no beating”, (Currently Married Woman, 19, 

FGD 1) 

“Me and my Oga dey fight well well, I just dey pray say make nobody die 

because me too I stubborn as my husband stubborn well well”, 

(Currently Married Woman, 26, FGD 2) 
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“My former husband use to beat me and force me for sex, I pack and left 

his house when it became unbearable”, (Formerly Married Woman, 

42, FGD 1) 

“No, women should not be punished for refusing sexual intercourse 

against the husbands’ wishes because she may not well or happy. 

Couples should agree on these”, (Female, 49, KII) 

The two KII participants, who are senior staff at the Ministry of Women Affairs 

in Oyo state showed the gazetted laws which prohibit all forms of VAW and the 

stipulated punishment for offenders. The contents are sketchy. The gazette suggested 1 

to 7-year jail terms for offenders. The position of the KII and FGD discussants was 

further corroborated by the outcome of the quantitative data in the following sub-

sections. 

4.5.1.1 Prevalence of Ever and Recent Experience of Psychological/Emotional 

Violence 

It was determined whether the respondents have ever suffered emotional violence 

and whether she suffered emotional violence recently (within 12 months preceding the 

survey). In Oyo central, 17.0% had ever suffered emotional violence compared with 

10.4% in the North and 13.0% in the South. About 14% of the respondents experience 

EV recently compared with 7.5% and 9.3% in Oyo North and Oyo South respectively 

as shown in Table 4.3. On marital status and EV, 40.1% of the formerly married women 

compared with 13.0% among the currently married women had ever experienced EV. 

Also, across the residences, the prevalence of ever had EV was higher in urban areas 

than rural areas (15.9% vs 3.9%) and those that recently had EV (12.0% vs 3.9%).  

By respondents age, the prevalence of ever had EV was higher (15.9%), among 

those aged 35 to 49 years than others at 25 to 34 years (12.8%) and 15 to 24 years, 

(9.1%). The reverse was the prevalence pf recent EV, the prevalence was higher, 12.2%, 
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among those aged 25 to 34 years than those aged 35 to 49 and 19 to 24 years at 10.6% 

and 9.5% respectively. On the husband age difference and EV, the prevalence of ever 

had EV among women who are younger than their husbands was 13.4% while current 

experience stood at 11.3%. Women of the same age with their husbands have never 

experienced EV. Experience of EV tends to reduce with higher levels of household 

wealth quintiles, 15.6% in households within poorest wealth quintiles compared with 

5.7% among women from households in richest wealth quintile had ever experienced 

EV compared with 12.3% and 2.8% who experienced it recently respectively.  

Current experience of EV was higher among women whose husband get jealous 

when they are with other men (49.0% vs 1.4%), spouses who drink alcohol (38.1% vs 

6.1%), spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness (70.2% vs 2.2%), spouses who don’t 

permit them to meet their female friends (47.6% vs 7.5%), spouses who limit their 

contact with their family (62.9% vs 6.5%) and spouse who always insist on knowing 

where the respondents are (72.0% vs 1.4%) as shown in Table 3.4. 
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Table 4.3:  Prevalence of Ever and Recent Experience of Psychological/Emotional 

Violence by Selected Respondents’ Characteristics  

Characteristics  Experienced EV 
 n Ever Recently 
Senatorial District     
Oyo North 78 10.4 7.5 
Oyo South 113 13.0 9.3 
Oyo Central 109 17.0 14.1 
Residence    
Urban 247 *15.9 *12.0 
Rural 53 3.9 3.9 
Marital Status    
Married 291 *13.0 10.9 
Formerly Married 9 40.1 0.0 
Age         
15-24 year 35 9.1 9.1 
25-34 year 124 12.8 12.2 
35-49 year 141 15.9 9.5 
Spousal Age difference     
Same Age 11 0.0 0.0 
Wife Younger 289 13.4 11.3 
Household Wealth Status    
Poorest 50 15.6 12.3 
Poorer 62 14.5 9.3 
Middle 65 13.0 10.6 
Richer 71 18.5 16.2 
Richest 52 5.7 2.8 
Ethnicity    
Yoruba 256 *15.8 12.0 
Other 44 2.2 2.2 
Religion    
Christian 141 15.3 13.8 
Islam 158 13.5 8.7 
Highest Education         
None 42 0.0 0.0 
Primary 57 *22.4 *20.5 
Secondary 150 18.1 13.0 
Higher 51 3.0 1.4 
Spouse Highest Educational     
No Education 68 *12.3 *12.3 
Primary 43 24.0 14.2 
Secondary 123 15.5 13.7 
Higher 59 2.7 1.2 
Current employment status         
Employed 290 13.9 10.6 
Unemployed 10 10.7 10.7 
Spouse employment status     
Employed 289 *13.1 11.0 
Unemployed 11 32.6 0.0 
Total 300 13.8 10.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 
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Table 4. 4: Prevalence of Ever and Recent Experience of Psychological/Emotional 

Violence by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Characteristics  Experienced EV 

 n Ever 

experienced 

EV 

Recently 

experienced 

EV 
Spouse jealous when with other men    
Yes 58 *57.3 *49.0 

No 242 3.4 1.4 

Spouse drinks alcohol    
Yes 42 *51.2 *38.1 

No 258 7.7 6.1 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    
Yes 37 *78.8 *70.2 

No 263 4.7 2.2 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female 

friends 
   

Yes 23 *64.1 *47.6 

No 277 9.6 7.5 

Spouse limit contact with her family    
Yes 22 *88.4 *62.9 

No 278 8.0 6.5 

Spouse insist to know where respondent is 

all time 
   

Yes 39 *85.9 *72.0 

No 261 2.9 1.4 

Total 300 13.8 10.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 

 

4.5.1.2 Prevalence of Ever and Recent Experience of Physical Violence (PV) 

It was determined whether the respondents have ever suffered physical violence 

and whether such experience was recent (within 12 months preceding the survey). In 

Oyo central, 15.6% had ever suffered physical violence compared with 5.0% in the Oyo 

North and 13.8% in the Oyo South. About 10.5% of the respondents experienced PV 

recently compared with 3.0% and 7.9% in Oyo North and Oyo South respectively. On 

marital status and PV, 36.2% of the formerly married women compared with 11.5% 

among the currently married women had ever experienced PV, the current experience 

was 0.0% vs 7.8%.  Prevalence of PV in urban areas was higher than in rural areas 

(14.4% vs 2.1%) while the recent experience was 8.7% vs 2.1% (Table 4.5).  

Lifetime experience of PV was higher among Yoruba women (14.0%) than 

women of other ethnic groups (1.8%). The recent experience of physical violence was 
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8.7% and 0.8% among Yoruba women and other women respectively. Also, 17.2% of 

women who attained only primary school had ever experienced PV compared with 

secondary (14.7%), higher (5.4%) and no education (7.4%). The current experience was 

10.3% each among those who had primary and secondary, no education (7.4%) and 

higher (1.2%). The lifetime prevalence of PV among the currently employed women 

was 12.3% and 10.7% for those that were not currently compared while the current 

experience was 10.7% and 7.4% respectively. Contrary, the lifetime prevalence of PV 

among women whose spouses were currently employed was 12.3% compared with 

29.4% among those whose spouses were not currently compared while the current 

experience was 7.8% and 0.0% respectively.  

Generally, current experience of PV was higher among women whose husband 

get jealous when they are with other men (35.6% vs 0.8%), spouses who drink alcohol 

(28.7% vs 4.1%), spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness (51.0% vs 1.5%), spouses 

who don’t permit them to meet their female friends (34.7% vs 5.3%), spouses who limit 

their contact with their family (39.4% vs 5.1%) and spouses who always insist on 

knowing where the respondents are (53.7% vs 0.6%) as shown in Table 4.6. 
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Table 4.5: Prevalence of Physical Violence by Selected Respondents’ 

Characteristics 

Characteristics  Experienced PV 

 n Ever Recently 

Senatorial District    
Oyo North 78 5.0 *3.0 

Oyo South 113 13.8 7.9 

Oyo Central 109 15.6 10.5 

Residence    
Urban 247 *14.4 *8.7 

Rural 53 2.1 2.1 

Marital Status    
Married 291 *11.5 7.8 
Formerly Married 9 36.2 0.0 
Age         
15-24 year 35 13.7 9.1 
25-34 year 124 8.8 7.9 
35-49 year 141 14.8 6.9 
Spousal Age difference     
Same Age 11 0.0 0.0 
Wife Younger 289 11.9 8.0 
Household Wealth Status    
Poorest 50 5.5 2.2 
Poorer 62 9.9 4.8 
Middle 65 15.8 8.3 
Richer 71 18.9 16.4 
Richest 52 7.6 2.8 
Ethnicity    
Yoruba 256 14.0 8.7 
Other 44 1.8 0.8 
Religion    
Christian 141 13.6 8.3 
Islam 158 11.4 6.9 
Highest Education         
None 42 0.0 0.0 
Primary 57 *11.2 *10.0 
Secondary 150 17.8 10.9 
Higher 51 7.0 1.4 
Spouse Highest Educational     
No Education 68 *7.4 *7.4 
Primary 43 17.2 10.3 
Secondary 123 14.7 10.3 
Higher 59 5.4 1.2 
Current employment status         
Employed 290 12.3 7.4 
Unemployed 10 10.7 10.7 
Spouse employment status     
Employed 289 11.6 7.8 
Unemployed 11 29.4 0.0 
Total 300 12.2 7.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 
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Table 4. 6: Prevalence of Physical Violence by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Characteristics  Experienced PV 

 n Ever Recently 

Spouse jealous when with other men    
Yes 58 *51.0 *35.6 

No 242 2.9 0.8 

Spouse drinks alcohol    
Yes 42 *39.4 *28.7 

No 258 7.8 4.1 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    
Yes 37 *70.7 *51.0 

No 263 4.0 1.5 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female 

friends    
Yes 23 *55.4 *34.7 

No 277 8.6 5.3 

Spouse limit contact with her family    
Yes 22 *61.9 *39.4 

No 278 8.4 5.1 

Spouse insist to know where respondent is 

all time    
Yes 39 *70.1 *53.7 

No 261 3.5 0.6 

Total 300 12.2 7.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 

 

4.5.1.3 Prevalence of Financial Violence by Selected Women Characteristics and 

Husbands’ Violence Attitudes 

Two indicators were used to determine if a respondent had experienced FV 

recently: if she is excluded from decision-making on how her earnings are spent and if 

she is excluded on decision makings on large household purchases. In all, 2.5% of the 

women were not included in decision making on how her incomes were spent while 

18.7% were excluded from decisions on large household purchases. Exclusion from 

either decision making on how her incomes were spent or from decisions on large 

household purchases was among 20.5% of the respondents. So the prevalence of recent 

FV was 20.5%. Financial violence was lower in Oyo North (11.8%) compared with 

23.6% in Oyo South and 23.4% in Oyo Central, 23.8% in urban areas compared with 

5.9% among rural women (Table 4.7).  
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Table 4.7: Prevalence of Financial Violence by Selected Respondents’ 

Characteristics 

  
Excluded from  

Characteristics 

n how her 

income 

is spent 

household 

purchases 

decisions  

Financial 

Violence 

(Either) 

Senatorial District     
Oyo North 78 3.6 *9.2 *11.8 
Oyo South 113 1.7 22.8 23.6 
Oyo Central 109 2.5 20.9 23.4 
Residence     
Urban 247 2.6 *21.9 *23.8 
Rural 53 1.8 4.1 5.9 
Marital Status     
Married 291 2.5 18.7 *20.5 
Formerly Married 9 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Age          
15-24 year 35 1.7 29.7 31.3 
25-34 year 124 1.0 15.0 16.6 
35-49 year 141 4.0 19.1 21.0 
Spousal Age difference      
Same Age 11 0.0 *4.9 *4.9 
Wife Younger 289 2.5 19.1 21.0 
Household Wealth Status     
Poorest 50 1.8 *11.2 *11.6 
Poorer 62 2.8 15.3 18.4 
Middle 65 1.5 31.5 33.4 
Richer 71 5.3 18.9 21.7 
Richest 52 0.0 13.2 13.4 
Ethnicity     
Yoruba 256 2.6 *17.7 *19.4 
Other 44 1.8 24.2 26.4 
Religion     
Christian 141 2.9 20.8 *23.1 
Islam 158 2.3 17.4 18.9 
Highest Education          
None 42 2.0 *7.9 *9.9 
Primary 57 4.3 17.9 20.0 
Secondary 150 1.3 24.2 24.9 
Higher 51 4.2 12.0 16.5 
Spouse Highest Educational      
No Education 68 0.0 *2.9 *2.9 
Primary 43 5.4 15.7 18.2 
Secondary 123 2.3 31.8 33.5 
Higher 59 3.7 11.6 15.4 
Current employment status          
Employed 290 2.5 17.5 *19.0 
Unemployed 10 0.0 49.6 100.0 
Spouse employment status      
Employed 289 *2.2 *18.6 20.4 
Unemployed 11 34.0 34.0 34.0 
Total 300 2.5 18.7 20.5 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 
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While the prevalence of exclusion from decisions on how women earnings were 

higher at among older women (1.7% for 15 to 24 years vs 4.0% in 35 to 49 years), 

exclusion from decisions on large household purchases was lower at higher ages (29.7% 

for 15 to 24 years vs 19.1% in 35 to 49 years). In all, FV was highest among women 

aged 15 to 24 years (31.3%) than among those aged 35 to 49 years (21.0%). Also, FV 

was lower among Yoruba women (19.4%) than among other women (26.4%). Financial 

violence increased with educational attainment, among those that had no education 

(9.9%), primary (20.0%), secondary (24.9%) except for those that had higher education 

(16.5%). Women whose spouses were currently unemployed had a higher experience 

of violence than those whose spouses were currently employed (34.0% vs 20.4%). 

Overall, current experience of financial violence was lower among women whose 

husband get jealous when they are with other men than those who don’t (14.1% vs 

22.0%), spouses who drink alcohol than those who don’t (15.8% vs 21.2%), spouses 

who always insist on knowing where the women (15.8% vs 21.2%) but higher among 

women whose spouses accuse of unfaithfulness than those who don’t (22.7% vs 20.2%), 

spouses who don’t permit them to meet their female friends (25.9% vs 20.1%), and 

spouses who limit their contact with their family than those who don’t (22.5% vs 20.3%) 

as shown in Table 4.8.  
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Table 4. 8: Prevalence of Financial Violence by Selected Husband Attitudes 

  Excluded from  

Characteristics 

n how her 

income 

is spent 

household 

purchases 

decisions  

Financial 

Violence 

(Either) 

Spouse jealous when with other men     
Yes 58 0.0 14.0 14.1 

No 242 3.1 19.8 22.0 

Spouse drinks alcohol       
Yes 42 3.7 12.2 15.8 

No 258 2.3 19.7 21.2 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness     
Yes 37 0.0 22.7 22.7 

No 263 2.8 18.1 20.2 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female 

friends     
Yes 23 0.0 25.9 25.9 

No 277 2.7 18.1 20.1 

Spouse limit contact with her family     
Yes 22 0.0 22.5 22.5 

No 278 2.6 18.4 20.3 

Spouse insist to know where respondent is 

all time     
Yes 39 0.0 15.8 15.8 

No 261 2.8 19.1 21.2 

Total 300 2.5 18.7 20.5 

*Significant at 5% Chis square test 

 

 

4.5.1.6 Ever Experienced Physical Violence from Someone Apart from the 

Spouse 

Only 6.2% of the women claimed that someone else who is not a spouse had ever 

hurt the women as shown in Table 4.9. 

 

 

Table 4.9: Ever Experience of Physical Violence Apart from the Spouse 

Responses Frequency % 

Someone physically hurt the respondent 21 6.2 

None of these people ever physically hurt 313 93.4 

No response to the question 2 0.5 

Total 335 100.0 
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4.5.1.7 Experience of Violence During Pregnancy 

Violence among women especially during pregnancy has dire consequences. 

Table 4.10 shows that 2.4% of the respondents have been hurt during pregnancy with 

1.5% by the husbands/spouses, former boyfriend (0.4%), employer (0.2%), others 

(0.3%). 

 

Table 4.10: Distribution of Experience of Violence During Pregnancy and the 

Perpetrators 

Characteristics Frequency % 

Husband pregnancy         
No 302 98.5 

Yes 5 1.5 

Former boyfriend pregnancy   
No 306 99.6 

Yes 1 0.4 

Employer pregnancy   
No 306 99.8 

Yes 1 0.2 

Others pregnancy   
No 306 99.8 

Yes 1 0.3 

Someone hurt during a pregnancy             
No 300 97.6 

Yes 7 2.4 

 

 

Prevalence of sexual violence  

It was determined whether the respondents have ever suffered sexual violence and 

whether they suffered sexual violence recently. The lifetime prevalence of sexual 

violence was 3.5% while the prevalence of current experience of SV was 2.6% as shown 

in Table 4.11. In Oyo south, 5.7% had ever suffered sexual violence compared with 

3.6% in the Central and none in the North. About 3.6% of the respondents experienced 

SV recently in Oyo Central compared with 3.5% and 0.0% in Oyo South and Oyo North 

respectively. On marital status and SV, 28.2% of the formerly married women 

compared with 2.7% among the currently married women had ever experienced SV.  
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Prevalence of SV was higher in urban areas than rural areas (3.8% vs 2.1%) and also 

recent experience (2.7% vs 2.1%).  

Across the age of the women, lifetime SV was 9.1% among women aged 15 to 24 

years, compared with 2.3% among those aged 25 to 34 years and 3.1% among those 

aged 35 to 49 years. The current experience was 9.1%, 2.3% and 1.3% among those 

aged 15 to 24, 25 to 34 and 35 to 49 years respectively. 

Overall, current experience of SV was higher among women whose husband get 

jealous when they are with other men than those who don’t (13.6% vs 0.0%), spouses 

who accuse wives of unfaithfulness than those who don’t (20.4% vs 0.1%), spouses who 

don’t permit wives to meet their female friends (7.8% vs 2.2%), spouse who limit their 

contact with their family (16.6% vs 1.5%), spouses who always insist on knowing where 

the respondents are (20.1% vs 0.0%) but similar among women whose spouses who 

drink alcohol and those who don’t (2.5% vs 2.6%) as shown in Table 4.12. 
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Table 4.11: Prevalence of Sexual Violence by Selected Women Characte 

Characteristics 

n Ever 

experienced 

SV 

Recently 

experienced 

SV 

Senatorial District    
Oyo North 78 0.0 0.0 
Oyo South 113 5.7 3.5 
Oyo Central 109 3.6 3.6 
Residence    
Urban 247 3.8 2.7 
Rural 53 2.1 2.1 
Marital Status    
Married 291 *2.7 2.7 
Formerly Married 9 28.2 0.0 
Age         
15-24 year 35 9.1 9.1 
25-34 year 124 2.3 2.3 
35-49 year 141 3.1 1.3 
Spousal Age difference     
Same Age 11 0.0 0.0 
Wife Younger 289 2.8 2.8 
Household Wealth Status    
Poorest 50 0.0 0.0 
Poorer 62 5.8 1.8 
Middle 65 1.1 1.1 
Richer 71 8.5 8.5 
Richest 52 0.0 0.0 
Ethnicity    
Yoruba 256 3.9 2.9 
Other 44 0.8 0.8 
Religion    
Christian 141 2.7 2.7 
Islam 158 4.3 2.7 
Highest Education         
None 42 0.0 0.0 
Primary 57 0.0 0.0 
Secondary 150 6.9 5.2 
Higher 51 0.0 0.0 
Spouse Highest Educational     
No Education 68 3.7 3.7 
Primary 43 0.0 0.0 
Secondary 123 4.4 4.4 
Higher 59 0.0 0.0 
Current employment status         
Employed 290 3.6 2.7 
Unemployed 10 0.0 0.0 
Spouse employment status     
Employed 289 2.7 2.7 
Unemployed 11 22.9 0.0 
Total 300 3.5 2.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 
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Table 4. 12: Prevalence of Sexual Violence by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Characteristics 

n Ever 

experienced 

SV 

Recently 

experienced 

SV 

Spouse jealous when with other men    
Yes 58 *17.9 *13.6 

No 242 0.1 0.1 

Spouse drinks alcohol    
Yes 42 *8.4 2.5 

No 258 2.6 2.6 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    
Yes 37 *27.1 *20.4 

No 263 0.1 0.1 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female 

friends    
Yes 23 *18.6 *7.8 

No 277 2.2 2.2 

Spouse limit contact with her family    
Yes 22 *28.2 *16.6 

No 278 1.5 1.5 

Spouse insist to know where respondent 

is all time    
Yes 39 *26.4 *20.1 

No 261 0.0 0.0 

Total 300 3.5 2.6 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 

 

4.5.1.5 Prevalence of any Type of Violence by Selected Women Characteristics 

and Husbands’ Violence Attitudes 

The study further assessed the occurrence of any of emotional, physical or 

financial violence among women. In all, 15.8% had ever experienced at least one of EV, 

PV and SV, 10.9% had recently experienced at least one of EV, PV and SV while 31.4% 

had recently experienced at least one of EV, PV, SV and FV as shown in Table 4.13.  

A recent experience of any form of violence was highest in Oyo central (35.7%), 

followed by Oyo South (34.2%) and least in Oyo North (21.5%). Recent experience of 

any form of violence was higher among urban women than in rural women (36.1% vs 

6.8%), higher among formerly married women than the currently married women (40.1 

vs 31.2%) and higher among women that were younger than their spouses than women 

of the same age as the spouse (32.0% vs 4.9%). Also, recent experience of any form of 
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violence was higher among younger women aged 15 to 24 years (45.0%) compared with 

the older women aged 35 to 49 years (32.4%). 

There is no distinct pattern in the experience of violence by household wealth 

quintiles. It was highest among women from households in the middle household wealth 

quintile (42.8%) and least among those from poorest (22.9%) and richest (22.0%) 

household wealth quintiles. Recent experience of any form of violence was higher 

among Yoruba women than other women (32.0% vs 28.1%) and higher among the 

Christians (33.7%) than among Muslims (29.4%). Also, recent experience of any form 

of violence was highest among women with secondary education (39.6%) and least 

among those with no formal education.  

Recent experience of any form of violence was higher among women that were 

currently unemployed (49.6%) than those that were currently employed (30.8%). 

Similarly, the prevalence of recent experience of any form of violence was higher 

among women whose spouses were currently unemployed (39.0%) than those whose 

spouses were currently employed (31.2%). 

Overall, the prevalence of any current form of violence was higher among women 

whose husband get jealous when they are with other men than those who don’t (67.8% 

vs 22.7%), spouses who drink alcohol than those who don’t (59.1% vs 26.9%), spouses 

who accuse wives of unfaithfulness than those who don’t (93.1% vs 22.8%), spouses 

who don’t permit their wives to meet their female friends (85.3% vs 26.9%), spouses 

who limit wives’ contact with their family (93.7% vs 26.6%), spouses who always insist 

on knowing where the respondents are (95.0% vs 21.9%) as shown in Table 4.14. 

  



61 

 

 

 

Table 4.13: Prevalence of Multiple Violence by Selected Respondents’ Characteristics 

Characteristics 

n Ever 

had PV, 

EV, or 

SV 

Recently 

had PV, 

EV, or 

SV  

Recently 

had PV, 

EV, SV 

or FV 

Senatorial District     
Oyo North 78 10.4 7.5 *21.5 
Oyo South 113 15.6 9.3 34.2 
Oyo Central 109 19.9 14.8 35.7 
Residence     
Urban 247 *18.4 *12.4 *36.1 
Rural 53 3.9 3.9 9.8 
Marital Status     
Married 291 *15.1 11.2 31.2 
Formerly Married 9 40.1 0.0 40.1 
Age          
15-24 year 35 13.7 9.1 45.0 
25-34 year 124 13.8 12.8 26.5 
35-49 year 141 18.2 9.5 32.4 
Spousal Age difference      
Same Age 11 0.0 0.0 4.9 
Wife Younger 289 15.6 11.5 32.0 
Household Wealth Status     
Poorest 50 15.6 12.3 22.9 
Poorer 62 14.5 9.3 28.0 
Middle 65 18.1 10.6 42.8 
Richer 71 20.3 17.3 36.9 
Richest 52 8.8 2.8 22.0 
Ethnicity     
Yoruba 256 *18.0 12.3 32.0 
Other 44 3.2 2.2 28.1 
Religion     
Christian 141 18.4 13.2 *33.7 
Islam 158 13.5 8.7 29.4 
Highest Education          
None 42 0.0 0.0 *9.3 
Primary 57 *22.4 *20.5 34.9 
Secondary 150 20.8 13.5 39.6 
Higher 51 7.0 1.4 22.1 
Spouse Highest Educational      
No Education 68 *12.3 *12.3 *15.2 
Primary 43 21.0 14.2 29.2 
Secondary 123 19.2 14.3 45.9 
Higher 59 5.4 1.2 20.5 
Current employment status          
Employed 290 16.0 10.9 *30.8 
Unemployed 10 10.7 10.7 49.6 
Spouse employment status      
Employed 289 15.2 11.3 31.2 
Unemployed 11 32.6 0.0 39.0 
Total 300 15.8 10.9 31.4 

*Significant at 5% Chi-square test of association 
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Table 4. 14: Prevalence of Multiple Violence by Selected Husbands’ Violence 

attitudes 

Characteristics 

n Ever 

had PV, 

EV, or 

SV 

Recently 

had PV, 

EV, or 

SV  

Recently 

had PV, 

EV, SV 

or FV 

Spouse jealous when with other men     
Yes 58 *65.8 *50.4 *67.8 

No 242 3.9 1.4 22.7 

Spouse drinks alcohol     
Yes 42 *53.0 *39.9 *59.1 

No 258 9.7 6.1 26.9 

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness     
Yes 37 *89.9 *70.2 *93.1 

No 263 5.4 2.5 22.8 

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends     
Yes 23 *74.4 *50.9 *85.3 

No 277 10.9 7.5 26.9 

Spouse limit contact with her family     
Yes 22 *88.4 *62.9 *93.7 

No 278 10.2 6.8 26.6 

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time     
Yes 39 *92.0 *74.0 *95.0 

No 261 4.4 1.4 21.9 

Total 300 15.8 10.9 31.4 

*Significant at 5% Chis square test 

 

 

4.5.2 Relationship Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against 

Women in Oyo State of Nigeria 

An attempt was made to unravel the factors that are associated with the occurrence 

of violence among women. The barriers that have hitherto contributed to the 

perpetuation of violence are investigated. According to the KII and the FGD, the 

husbands consider themselves as the head and therefore believes that their spouses 

should be subjected to their wills and dictates and that female partners can be punished 

or “disciplined” if necessary. The community has not helped either as participants said 

the community sees “wife-beating” and “wife battering” as normal or that the female 

partners should do the biddings of their male partners. A female KII participants claimed 

that  
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“the barrier to violence-free society is complex: the existing anti-violence 

laws are weak, community seem to support or at least indifferent to 

violence against women and the law enforcement is also weak, all 

this put together discourages women from reporting violence, so it 

(violence) continued”, (Female, 49, KII).  

Besides, the participants’ agreement that the existing laws on violence are weak, 

the police did not help the matter. A 29-year hold discussant in the FGD 2 stated that 

“For the reported cases, police will say this is a “family matter, go and 

settle it at home”, (Currently Married Woman, 43, FGD 2).  

The discussants in the two FGDs were unanimous in their agreement that there 

are anti-violence laws but that the laws are weak and were never enforced. Some stated 

that government body language to punishing violence perpetrators are weak.  

 “The government has existing laws to discourage violence against women 

but unfortunately, violence has continued. I think the government 

should do more. The community members to should be enlightened 

on need to stop violence”, (Male, 55, KII) 

“I don’t think there is any law in Oyo State to punish perpetrators of 

violence”, (Currently Married Woman, 23, FGD 2) 

“People are not punished here, even if they arrest them, they will be 

released second day”, (Formerly Married Woman, 38, FGD 2) 

“The other time when my husband beat me, and I moved out, my parents 

said I don’t have to move out, so the next time I stay there and we 

fight and settle it”, (Currently Married Woman, 26, FGD 2) 

“I don’t know of any anti-violence laws in this state”, (Currently Married 

Woman, 19, FGD 1) 

Yes, although I don’t have problem with my partner but our neighbour is 

always fighting with the husband, I belief there is violence in our 
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community, just that people don’t talk”, (Currently Married Woman, 

43, FGD 2) 

“My former husband just beat me, my brothers complained at the police 

station but nobody arrested and punished him. I don’t think there is 

any law to protect women”, (Formerly Married Woman, 42, FGD 1) 

The identified factors that promote and the barriers to ending violence during the 

KII and FGD include weak anti-violent laws, community nonchalant attitudes, 

connivance between police and perpetrators, lack of government political will,  These 

factors are further supported by the outcome of the bivariate and multiple regression 

analysis to identify significant factors that promote and the barriers to ending violence. 

The results of the analysis are presented in the following sub-sections. 

4.5.2.1 Factors associated with emotional violence 

 

i. Bivariate analysis of factors associated with emotional violence 

The odds of EV was 6 times higher in urban areas than in the rural areas (Odds 

ratio (OR) = 5.70, 95% Confidence interval (CI): 1.33-24.37, p=0.019) as shown in 

Table 4.15. Formerly married women were at higher odds of EV than currently married 

women (OR = 4.88, 95% CI: 1.11-21.37, p=0.036). The likelihood of EV was 352% 

higher among Yoruba women than those from other ethnic groups (OR = 4.52, 95% CI: 

1.05-19.41, p=0.042). The odds of EV was eight times higher (OR = 8.14, 95% CI: 

1.73-38.33, p=0.008) among women that had primary education five times higher (OR 

= 5.16, 95% CI: 1.17-22.77, p=0.030) among women that had secondary education than 

those that had higher education.  However, women whose husbands had primary and 

secondary education were 8 times (OR = 8.04, 95% CI: 1.57-41.23, p=0.012) and 5 

times (OR = 5.50, 95% CI: 1.24-24.43, p=0.025) respectively more likely to suffer EV 

than those whose husbands had higher education.  
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The odds of EV was significantly higher among women whose husband get 

jealous when they are with other men (OR =31.91, 95% CI: 13.31-76.52, p=0.000); 

spouses who drink alcohol (OR =14.55, 95% CI: 6.50-32.58, p=0.0); spouses who 

accuse wives of unfaithfulness (OR =55.29, 95% CI: 20.13-151.86, p=0.000); spouses 

who don’t permit their wives to meet their female friends (OR =18.96, 95% CI: 7.35-

48.95, p=0.000); spouses who limit wives’ contact with their family (OR =48.94, 95% 

CI: 14.84-161.35, p=0.000) and spouses who always insist on knowing where the 

women are (OR =124.70, 95% CI: 41.14-377.98, p=0.000) than those whose husbands 

do not (Table 4.16). 
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Table 4.15: Factors Associated with Emotional Violence from Bivariate Logistic 

Regression (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South 1.49 0.60 - 3.72 0.389 

Oyo Central 1.63 0.67 - 3.94 0.283 

Residence    

Urban *5.70 1.33 - 24.37 0.019 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married *4.88 1.11 - 21.37 0.036 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 4.31 0.55 - 33.65 0.163 

35-49 year 4.03 0.51 - 31.69 0.185 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 1.61 0.43 - 6.03 0.477 

Poorer 2.24 0.64 - 7.87 0.210 

Middle 2.19 0.62 - 7.71 0.221 

Richer 2.47 0.72 - 8.49 0.152 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba *4.52 1.05 - 19.41 0.042 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 0.98 0.48 - 1.99 0.962 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None 1.00 Reference  

Primary *8.14 1.73 - 38.33 0.008 

Secondary *5.16 1.17 - 22.77 0.030 

Higher    

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 1.94 0.34 - 10.96 0.454 

Primary *8.04 1.57 - 41.23 0.012 

Secondary *5.50 1.24 - 24.43 0.025 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 0.62 0.08 - 4.92 0.651 

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 3.46 0.85 - 14.03 0.083 

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% 
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Table 4. 16: Factors Associated with Emotional Violence from Bivariate Logistic 

Regression (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *31.91 13.31 - 76.52 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *14.55 6.5 - 32.58 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *55.29 20.13 - 151.86 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *18.96 7.35 - 48.95 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *48.94 14.84 - 161.35 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes *124.70 41.14 - 377.98 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% 

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of emotional violence 

among women from multiple logistic regression 

While controlling for other variables, the odds of emotional violence was 12% 

higher in urban areas than in the rural areas (adjusted Odds Ratio (aOR) = 1.12, 95% 

CI: 1.01-8.86, p=0.041) as shown in Table 4.17. The likelihood of emotional violence 

was 48 times higher among women that had primary education than those that had 

higher education (aOR = 48.81, 95% CI: 1.95-122.26, p=0.018).  The odds of emotional 

violence was significantly higher among women whose spouses who drink alcohol 

(aOR =9.52, 95% CI: 2.10-43.14, p=0.003; spouses who limit wives’ contact with their 

family (aOR =10.13, 95% CI: 1.30-78.80, p=0.000) and spouse always insist on 

knowing where the women are (aOR =47.89, 95% CI: 3.19-71.80, p=0.000) than those 

whose husbands do not. 
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Table 4.17: Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of emotional violence 

among women 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Residence    

Urban *1.12 1.01 - 8.86 0.041 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 1.79 0.11 - 28.94 0.682 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None omitted   

Primary 0.13 0.01 - 2.70 0.189 

Secondary 0.20 0.02 - 2.76 0.227 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 6.84 0.25 - 186.51 0.254 

Primary *48.81 1.95 - 122.26 0.018 

Secondary 8.43 0.68 - 105.22 0.098 

Higher    

Spouse employment status     

Employed omitted   

Unemployed    

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes 3.65 0.38 - 34.95 0.262 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *9.52 2.1 - 43.14 0.003 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes 3.50 0.35 - 35.48 0.289 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female 

friends 

   

Yes 0.16 0.01 - 1.09 0.057 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *10.13 1.31 - 78.8 0.027 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is 

all time 

   

Yes *47.89 3.19 - 71.80 0.005 

No 1.00 Reference  

 aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% Omitted due to 

insufficient responses in one of the categories 
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4.5.2.2 Factors associated with Physical Violence  

i. Factors associated with physical violence from bivariate logistic regression 

The odds of physical violence was 9 times higher in urban areas than in the rural 

areas (OR = 9.18, 95% CI: 1.22-68.8, p=0.031) as shown in Table 4.18 and Table 4.19. 

The odds of physical violence was significantly higher among women whose husband 

get jealous when they are with other men (OR =27.22, 95% CI: 10.60-69.91, p=0.000); 

spouses who drink alcohol (OR =9.88, 95% CI: 4.23-23.05, p=0.0); spouses who accuse 

wives of unfaithfulness (OR =36.67, 95% CI: 13.91-96.64, p=0.000); spouses who don’t 

permit their wives to meet their female friends (OR =11.07, 95% CI: 4.27-28.70, 

p=0.000); spouses who limit wives’ contact with their family (OR =9.49, 95% CI: 3.43-

26.27, p=0.000) and spouses who always insist on knowing where the women are (OR 

=54.17, 95% CI: 19.86-147.77, p=0.000) than those whose husbands do not. 
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Table 4. 18: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Physical Violence among 

Women from Bivariate Logistic Regression (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South 2.54 0.85 - 7.61 0.096 

Oyo Central 2.56 0.87 - 7.55 0.089 

Residence    

Urban *9.18 1.22 - 68.8 0.031 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married 3.41 0.65 - 17.76 0.145 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 1.44 0.31 - 6.76 0.641 

35-49 year 1.54 0.33 - 7.23 0.582 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 0.50 0.09 - 2.84 0.434 

Poorer 1.32 0.34 - 5.17 0.691 

Middle 2.19 0.62 - 7.71 0.221 

Richer 2.47 0.72 - 8.49 0.152 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 3.45 0.79 - 14.95 0.098 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 1.14 0.51 - 2.51 0.751 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None    

Primary 1.40 0.36 - 5.52 0.628 

Secondary 2.21 0.72 - 6.82 0.166 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 0.62 0.10 - 3.81 0.603 

Primary 3.51 0.78 - 15.68 0.101 

Secondary 2.96 0.83 - 10.55 0.095 

Higher    

Current employment status    

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 0.80 0.1 - 6.41 0.836 

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 2.54 0.51 - 12.59 0.254 

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% 
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Table 4. 19: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Physical Violence among 

Women from Bivariate Logistic Regression (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *27.22 10.6 - 69.91 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *9.88 4.23 - 23.05 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *36.67 13.91 - 96.64 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *11.07 4.27 - 28.7 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *9.49 3.43 - 26.27 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes *54.17 19.86 - 147.77 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of physical violence among 

women  from multiple logistic regression 

The odds of physical violence was significantly higher among women whose 

husbands get jealous when they are with other men (OR =7.48, 95% CI: 1.01-55.41, 

p=0.049); spouses who drink alcohol (OR =2.81, 95% CI: 1.62-12.72, p=0.039); 

spouses who don’t permit their wives to meet their female friends (OR =2.11, 95% CI: 

1.01-5.93, p=0.043); spouses who limit wives’ contact with their family (OR =10.05, 

95% CI: 2.35-22.17, p=0.027) and spouse always insist on knowing where the women 

are (OR =19.90, 95% CI: 4.22-36.41, p=0.000) than those whose husbands do not 

(Table 4.20). 
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Table 4.20: Adjusted Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Physical 

Violence among Women (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Residence    

Urban 29.89 0.91 - 86.86 0.057 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 0.99 0.15 - 6.6 0.994 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 0.33 0.90 - 1.17 0.061 

Primary 5.25 0.61 - 45.39 0.132 

Secondary 2.97 0.49 - 18.07 0.237 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *7.48 1.01 - 55.41 0.049 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *2.81 1.62 - 12.72 0.039 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes 2.32 0.28 - 19.35 0.438 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *2.11 1.01 - 5.93 0.043 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *10.05 2.35 - 22.17 0.027 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes *19.90 4.22 - 36.41 0.004 

No 1.00 Reference  

aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  
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4.5.2.3 Factors Associated with Financial Violence 

i. Factors associated with financial violence from bivariate logistic regression 

The odds of financial violence doubled among women in Oyo South (OR = 2.21, 

95% CI: 1.02-4.82, p=0.045) and Oyo Central (OR = 2.42, 95% CI: 1.14-5.15, p=0.022) 

senatorial districts than in Oyo North as shown in Table 4.21 and Table 4.22. Financial 

violence occurred 4 times more in urban areas than in the rural areas (OR = 4.23, 95% 

CI: 1.62-11.05, p=0.003). Women whose husbands had no formal education 80% (OR 

= 0.20, 95% CI: 0.05-0.74, p=0.016) less likely to suffer financial violence than those 

whose husbands had higher education. None of the spouses’ attitude was associated 

with the occurrence of financial violence. 
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Table 4.21: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Financial Violence among 

Women (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South *2.21 1.02 - 4.82 0.045 

Oyo Central *2.42 1.14 - 5.15 0.022 

Residence    

Urban *4.23 1.62 - 11.05 0.003 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married 1.11 0.31 - 2.07 0.648 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 1.23 0.35 - 2.55 0.909 

35-49 year 1.10 0.41 - 2.97 0.848 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 0.78 0.27 - 2.25 0.643 

Poorer 1.45 0.55 - 3.82 0.453 

Middle 2.35 0.95 - 5.82 0.065 

Richer 1.89 0.74 - 4.8 0.181 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 0.58 0.3 - 1.12 0.105 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 1.40 0.77 - 2.52 0.266 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None 0.68 0.23 - 2.06 0.503 

Primary 1.78 0.71 - 4.46 0.230 

Secondary 1.28 0.57 - 2.84 0.548 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education *0.20 0.05 - 0.74 0.016 

Primary 1.59 0.59 - 4.29 0.357 

Secondary 1.62 0.77 - 3.41 0.201 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 1.98 0.05 - 41.64 0.931 

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 3.98 0.25 - 64.64 0.331 

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% 
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Table 4. 22: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Financial Violence among 

Women (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes 0.69 0.29 - 1.63 0.393 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes 1.14 0.49 - 2.66 0.757 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes 1.51 0.6 - 3.78 0.380 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes 1.64 0.61 - 4.43 0.330 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes 1.70 0.57 - 5.03 0.339 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes 0.98 0.38 - 2.52 0.968 

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of financial violence 

among women from multiple logistic regression 

The adjusted odds of financial violence was three times and four times more likely 

among women in Oyo South (aOR = 2.97, 95% CI: 1.23-7.17, p=0.016) and Oyo 

Central (aOR = 3.70, 95% CI: 1.59-8.61, p=0.002) senatorial districts respectively than 

the women in Oyo North senatorial district after adjusting for other factors (Table 4.23). 

The adjusted odds of financial violence was seven times higher in urban areas than in 

rural areas (aOR = 6.89, 95% CI: 2.01-23.64, p=0.002). The adjusted likelihood of 

financial violence was five times higher among women from households in the poorest 

wealth quintile (aOR = 4.89, 95% CI: 1.05-22.86, p=0.044) and women from 

households in the middle wealth quintile (aOR = 5.12, 95% CI: 1.77-14.84, p=0.003) 

than among women from households in the richest wealth quintile. The adjusted odds 

of financial violence was 81% lower among Yoruba women than women from other 

ethnic groups (aOR = 0.19, 95% CI: 0.08-0.46, p=0.000). The adjusted odds of financial 
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violence was 91% lower among women with no formal education than those that had 

higher education (aOR = 0.09, 95% CI: 0.02-0.46, p=0.004).   

Table 4.23: Adjusted Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Financial 

Violence among Women 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North *2.97 1.23 – 7.17 0.016 

Oyo South *3.70 1.59 – 8.61 0.002 

Oyo Central 1.00 Reference  

Residence    

Urban *6.89 2.01 - 23.64 0.002 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest *4.89 1.05 - 22.86 0.044 

Poorer 2.63 0.79 - 8.72 0.115 

Middle *5.12 1.77 - 14.84 0.003 

Richer 2.00 0.71 - 5.60 0.190 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba *0.19 0.08 - 0.46 0.000 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 0.09 0.02 - 0.46 0.004 

Primary 0.90 0.27 - 3.05 0.867 

Secondary 1.35 0.57 - 3.18 0.498 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed 6.56 0.35 - 121.46 0.207 

Unemployed 1.00 Reference  

aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% 

4.5.2.4 Factors Associated with Sexual Violence 

i. Factors associated with sexual violence from bivariate logistic regression 

None of the women background characteristics was significantly associated with 

the experience of sexual violence. However, spouses’ attitudes were significantly 

associated with the occurrence of sexual violence. The odds of sexual violence was 

significantly higher among women whose husband get jealous when they are with other 

men (OR =7.17, 95% CI: 1.39-36.87, p=0.018); spouses who drink alcohol (OR =14.55, 

95% CI: 6.50-32.58, p=0.0); spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness (OR =58.91, 
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95% CI: 6.6-52.78, p=0.000); spouses who don’t permit their wives to meet their female 

friends (OR =13.70, 95% CI: 2.60-72.30, p=0.002); and spouses who limit wives’ 

contact with their family (OR =17.38, 95% CI: 3.25-93.02, p=0.001) than those whose 

husbands do not (Table 4.23 and Table 4.24). 

 

 

  



78 

 

 

 

Table 4.24: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Sexual Violence among 

Women (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South 2.22 0.40 - 12.41 0.364 

Oyo Central 1.12 0.40 - 9.31 0.969 

Residence    

Urban 1.53 0.18 - 13.35 0.699 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married 8.20 0.84 - 79.7 0.070 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 0.42 0.03 - 4.83 0.489 

35-49 year 0.68 0.07 - 6.77 0.742 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest omitted   

Poorer 0.68 0.11 - 4.21 0.677 

Middle 0.33 0.03 - 3.24 0.340 

Richer omitted   

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 1.23 0.14 - 10.72 0.852 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 1.04 0.21 - 5.26 0.959 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None Omitted   

Primary Omitted   

Secondary Omitted   

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 0.46 0.05 - 4.16 0.486 

Primary Omitted   

Secondary Omitted   

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed omitted   

Unemployed 1.00 Reference  

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 6.33 0.67 - 59.92 0.107 

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% Omitted due to insufficient 

responses in one of the categories 
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Table 4. 25: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Sexual Violence among 

Women (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes omitted   

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *7.17 1.39 - 36.87 0.018 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *58.91 6.6 - 52.78 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *13.70 2.6 - 72.3 0.002 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *17.38 3.25 - 93.02 0.001 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all 

time 

   

Yes omitted   

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% Omitted due to insufficient 

responses in one of the categories 

 

 

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of sexual violence among 

women from multiple logistic regression 

While controlling for other variables, the odds of sexual violence was only 

significant with spouses tendencies to accuse wives of been unfaithful. The adjusted 

odds of sexual violence was 39 times higher among women whose spouses accuse of 

unfaithfulness (aOR =39.20, 95% CI: 2.79-54.97, p=0.006) than those whose husbands 

do not (Table 4.26). 
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Table 4.26: Adjusted Factors Associated with the Occurrence of Sexual Violence 

among Women 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married 2.63 0.08 - 90.22 0.593 

Religion    

Christian 1.11 0.15 - 8.02 0.915 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes 2.02 0.24 - 17.24 0.519 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *39.20 2.79 - 54.97 0.006 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes 0.58 0.06 - 6.00 0.648 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes 2.47 0.24 - 25.03 0.444 

No 1.00 Reference  

aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  

 

4.5.2.5 Factors Associated with any of Emotional, physical or Sexual Violence 

i. Factors associated with any of Emotional, physical or sexual violence from 

bivariate logistic regression 

The odds of any emotional, physical or sexual violence (EPSV) was 6 times 

higher in urban areas than in the rural areas (OR = 6.73, 95% CI: 1.33-24.37, p=0.019) 

as shown in Table 4.27. Formerly married women were at higher odds of any of EPSV 

than currently married women (OR = 4.14, 95% CI: 1.05-18.037, p=0.049). The 

likelihood of having any of EPSV was three times higher among Yoruba women than 

those from other ethnic groups (OR = 3.39, 95% CI: 1.01-11.39, p=0.049). The odds of 

having any EPSV was four times higher among women that had primary education than 

those that had higher education (OR = 3.93, 95% CI: 1.18-13.05, p=0.026).  The women 

whose husbands had primary and secondary education were over 5 times (OR = 5.27, 

95% CI: 1.27-21.95, p=0.022) and 4 times (OR = 4.54, 95% CI: 1.31-15.75, p=0.017) 
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respectively more likely to suffer any of EPSV than those whose husbands had higher 

education.  

The odds of having any of EPSV was significantly higher among women whose 

husband get jealous when they are with other men (OR =33.44, 95% CI: 14.49-77.19, 

p=0.000); spouses who drink alcohol (OR =12.68, 95% CI: 5.84-27.56, p=0.000); 

spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness (OR =69.00, 95% CI: 23.32-204.12, 

p=0.000); spouses who don’t permit their wives to meet their female friends (OR 

=24.10, 95% CI: 9.03-64.32, p=0.000); spouses who limit wives’ contact with their 

family (OR =38.40, 95% CI: 11.84-124.58, p=0.000) and spouses who always insist on 

knowing where the women are (OR =149.33, 95% CI: 45.12-494.29, p=0.000) than 

those whose husbands do not (Table 4.28). 
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Table 4.27: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of Emotional, Physical 

and Sexual Violence among Women (Respondents’ Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South 1.79 0.73 - 4.34 0.201 

Oyo Central 2.04 0.86 - 4.82 0.103 

Residence    

Urban *6.73 1.58 - 28.65 0.010 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married *4.14 1.05 - 18.03 0.049 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 2.35 0.52 - 10.66 0.267 

35-49 year 2.23 0.49 - 10.18 0.301 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 1.27 0.37 - 4.40 0.709 

Poorer 1.76 0.54 - 5.72 0.349 

Middle 2.24 0.72 - 7.00 0.165 

Richer 2.46 0.80 - 7.58 0.116 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba *3.39 1.01 - 11.39 0.049 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 1.25 0.64 - 2.47 0.511 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None omitted   

Primary *3.93 1.18 - 13.05 0.026 

Secondary 2.92 0.97 - 8.83 0.058 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 1.27 0.27 - 5.91 0.760 

Primary *5.27 1.27 - 21.95 0.022 

Secondary *4.54 1.31 - 15.75 0.017 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 0.53 0.07 - 4.19 0.547 

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.00 Reference  

Unemployed 2.93 0.73 - 11.83 0.131 

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% Omitted due to insufficient 

responses in one of the categories 
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Table 4. 28: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of Emotional, 

Physical and Sexual Violence among Women (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *33.44 14.49 - 77.19 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *12.68 5.84 - 27.56 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *69.00 23.32 - 204.12 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *24.10 9.03 - 64.32 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *38.40 11.84 - 124.58 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes *149.33 45.12 - 494.29 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of any of emotional, 

physical or sexual violence among women from multiple logistic 

regression 

The adjusted odds of a woman experiencing any of emotional, physical or sexual 

violence was lower among women that had only primary education (aOR = 0.04, 95% 

CI: 0.02-0.51, p=0.013) and those that had only secondary education (aOR = 0.11, 95% 

CI: 0.02-0.84, p=0.033) than those that had higher education as shown in Table 4.19.  

The women whose husbands had up to primary education were 122 times more likely 

(aOR = 121.86, 95% CI: 6.27-236.69, p=0.002) and while those whose spouses had up 

to secondary education were about 24 times more likely (aOR = 24.22, 95% CI: 2.53-

231.694.24, p=0.006) to suffer any of emotional, physical or sexual violence than those 

whose husbands had higher education as shown in Table 4.29.  

The adjusted odds of having any of emotional, physical or sexual violence was 

significantly higher among women whose husbands get jealous when they are with other 
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men (aOR =8.40, 95% CI: 1.14-61.61, p=0.036); spouses who drink alcohol (aOR = 

6.84, 95% CI: 1.69-27.76, p=0.007); and spouses who always insist on knowing where 

the women are (aOR =51.36, 95% CI: 3.22-81.87, p=0.005) than those whose husbands 

do not. 
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Table 4.29: Adjusted Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of 

Emotional, Physical or Sexual Violence among Women 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Residence    

Urban 2.98 0.24 - 36.31 0.392 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 0.67 0.09 - 5.02 0.699 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None omitted   

Primary *0.04 0.02 - 0.51 0.013 

Secondary *0.11 0.02 - 0.84 0.033 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education 7.27 0.32 - 166.47 0.215 

Primary *121.86 6.27 - 236.69 0.002 

Secondary *24.22 2.53 - 231.69 0.006 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *8.40 1.14 - 61.61 0.036 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *6.84 1.69 - 27.76 0.007 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes 2.54 0.24 - 27.05 0.440 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes 0.14 0.01 - 3.04 0.211 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes 2.09 0.24 – 18.00 0.502 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all 

time 

   

Yes *51.36 3.22 – 81.87 0.005 

No 1.00 Reference  

aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5% Omitted due to 

insufficient responses in one of the categories 
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4.5.2.6 Factors Associated with any of Emotional, Physical, Sexual and Financial 

Violence 

i. Factors associated with any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial 

violence from bivariate logistic regression 

The odds of domestic violence (any form of emotional, physical, sexual and 

financial) nearly doubled among women in Oyo South (OR = 1.87, 95% CI: 1.08-3.56, 

p=0.047) and Oyo Central (OR = 1.99, 95% CI: 1.06-3.73, p=0.033) senatorial districts 

than in Oyo North (Table 4.30). The odds of domestic violence was nearly five times 

higher in urban areas than in the rural areas (OR = 4.80, 95% CI: 2.10-10.97, p=0.000). 

The likelihood of domestic violence was three times higher among women that primary 

education than those that had higher education (OR = 2.43, 95% CI: 1.07-5.53, 

p=0.034).  The women whose husbands had no education were 63% less likely (OR = 

0.37, 95% CI: 0.14-0.99, p=0.0482) and while those whose spouses had up to secondary 

education were about twice more likely (OR = 2.15, 95% CI: 1.09-4.24, p=0.027) to 

suffer any domestic violence than those whose husbands had higher education.  

The odds of domestic violence was significantly higher among women whose 

husbands get jealous when they are with other men (OR = 6.38, 95% CI: 3.29-12.37, 

p=0.000); spouses who drink alcohol (OR = 5.03, 95% CI: 2.49-10.17, p=0.000); 

spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness (OR = 28.23, 95% CI: 8.25-96.63, 

p=0.000); spouses who don’t permit their wives to meet their female friends (OR 

=14.60, 95% CI: 4.80-44.41, p=0.000); spouses who limit wives’ contact with their 

family (OR =25.62, 95% CI: 5.77-113.67, p=0.000) and spouses who always insist on 

knowing where the women are (OR =55.53, 95% CI: 12.88-239.32, p=0.000) than those 

whose husbands do not (Table 4.31). 
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Table 4.30: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of Emotional, 

Physical, Sexual and Financial Violence among Women (Respondents’ 

Characteristics) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South *1.87 1.08 - 3.56 0.047 

Oyo Central *1.99 1.06 - 3.73 0.033 

Residence    

Urban *4.80 2.10 - 10.97 0.000 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Marital Status    

Married 1.00 Reference  

Formerly Married 1.49 0.35 - 6.36 0.593 

Age    

15-24 year 1.00 Reference  

25-34 year 1.11 0.46 - 2.70 0.816 

35-49 year 1.17 0.48 - 2.84 0.736 

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 0.77 0.32 - 1.87 0.562 

Poorer 1.36 0.60 - 3.09 0.464 

Middle 2.09 0.95 - 4.61 0.069 

Richer 1.89 0.86 - 4.19 0.115 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Ethnicity    

Yoruba 0.91 0.49 - 1.70 0.776 

Other 1.00 Reference  

Religion    

Christian 1.19 0.72 - 1.96 0.503 

Islam 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None 0.48 0.17 - 1.38 0.175 

Primary *2.43 1.07 - 5.53 0.034 

Secondary 1.79 0.88 - 3.64 0.109 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education *0.37 0.14 - 0.99 0.048 

Primary 1.78 0.72 - 4.43 0.214 

Secondary 2.15 1.09 - 4.24 0.027 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Current employment status    

Employed 3.02 0.98 - 9.26 0.053 

Unemployed 1.00 Reference  

Spouse employment status     

Employed 1.66 0.46 - 6.04 0.440 

Unemployed 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  
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Table 4. 31: Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of Emotional, 

Physical, Sexual and Financial Violence among Women (Husbands’ Attitudes) 

Characteristics OR 95% CI p-value 

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes *6.38 3.29 - 12.37 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes *5.03 2.49 - 10.17 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *28.23 8.25 - 96.63 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes *14.60 4.8 - 44.41 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes *25.62 5.77 - 113.67 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all time    

Yes *55.53 12.88 - 239.32 0.000 

No 1.00 Reference  

OR Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  

 

ii. Adjusted factors associated with the occurrence of any of emotional, physical, 

sexual and financial violence among women from multiple logistic regression  

 

The adjusted odds of having any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial 

violence nearly doubled among women in Oyo Central (aOR = 2.17, 95% CI: 1.07-4.84, 

p=0.0457) senatorial district than in Oyo North senatorial district but was only 

insignificantly higher in Oyo South than in the North as shown in Table 4.32. The 

adjusted odds of any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial violence was five 

times higher in urban areas than in the rural areas (aOR = 4.95, 95% CI: 1.53-16.06, 

p=0.008).  

The adjusted likelihood of any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial 

violence was three times higher (aOR = 2.90, 95% CI: 1.05-8.01, p=0.004) among 

women from households in the middle wealth quintile than those from households in 

the richest wealth quintile.  The adjusted likelihood of any of emotional, physical, sexual 

and financial violence was 83% lower among women whose husbands had no education 
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than those whose spouses had up to higher education (aOR = 0.17, 95% CI: 0.03-0.93, 

p=0.042).   

The adjusted odds of any form of violence was significantly higher among women 

whose spouse accuse of unfaithfulness (OR = 3.49, 95% CI: 1.31-18.86, p=0.039) and 

spouses who always insist on knowing where the women are (aOR = 41.83, 95% CI: 

3.62-48.04, p=0.003) than those whose husbands do not. 
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Table 4.32: Adjusted Factors Associated with the Occurrence of any of 

Emotional, Physical, Sexual and Financial Violence among Women 

Characteristics aOR 95% CI p-value 

Senatorial District    

Oyo North 1.00 Reference  

Oyo South 2.03 0.87 - 4.74 0.101 

Oyo Central *2.17 1.07 - 4.84 0.045 

Residence    

Urban *4.95 1.53 - 16.06 0.008 

Rural 1.00 Reference  

Household Wealth Status    

Poorest 2.61 0.57 - 12.03 0.217 

Poorer 1.43 0.45 - 4.53 0.545 

Middle *2.90 1.05 - 8.01 0.040 

Richer 1.47 0.55 - 3.88 0.441 

Richest 1.00 Reference  

Highest Education    

None 1.92 0.35 - 10.66 0.455 

Primary 1.49 0.34 - 6.49 0.595 

Secondary 0.94 0.28 - 3.22 0.923 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse Highest Educational     

No Education *0.17 0.03 - 0.93 0.042 

Primary 0.79 0.17 - 3.78 0.768 

Secondary 1.45 0.44 - 4.85 0.542 

Higher 1.00 Reference  

Spouse employment status     

Employed 8.50 0.39 - 186.77 0.175 

Unemployed 1.00 Reference  

Spouse jealous when with other men    

Yes 0.33 0.05 - 2.07 0.236 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse drinks alcohol    

Yes 1.54 0.57 - 4.17 0.392 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse accuses her of unfaithfulness    

Yes *3.49 1.31 - 18.66 0.039 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet female friends    

Yes 0.54 0.07 - 4.06 0.549 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse limit contact with her family    

Yes 3.22 0.34 - 30.72 0.309 

No 1.00 Reference  

Spouse insist to know where respondent is all 

time 

   

Yes *41.83 3.62 - 48.04 0.003 

No 1.00 Reference  

aOR adjusted Odds Ratio CI Confidence Interval *Significant at 5%  
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4.5.2.7 Acceptability of “Wife-Beating” 

Most participants in the KII and FGD believed that VAW under any disguise is 

not acceptable but that it still happens.  A male KII participant stated that  

“No, no, violence against women, whichever form it takes, is not 

acceptable”, (Male, 55, KII) 

Also a nineteen-year-old currently married woman stated that 

 “I don’t think so, how can I accept that my husband should beat me? But 

I think it is acceptable to the general society”, (Currently Married 

Woman, 19, FGD 2). 

A forty-two-year-old currently married woman also agreed that VAW is not 

acceptable  

 “Violence against women is not acceptable but it is happening”, 

(Formerly Currently Married Woman, 42, FGD 1) 

These assertions were further corroborated by the participants in the quantitative 

data collection. Table 4.33 shows the prevalence of acceptability of husband beating by 

selected women characteristics and husband violent attitudes among the respondents. 

Across the senatorial district, the highest proportion of women in Oyo North (12.6%) 

reported that it is acceptable for a woman to be bitten if she goes out without telling 

their husband, 10.8% if she neglects her children, 12.4% if she argues with the husband, 

9.7% if she refuses sex with the husband, 6.4% if she burns food, compared with Oyo 

South (1.9%, 0.9%, 0.6%, 2.8%, and 2.8% respectively) and Oyo central (1.0%, 0.7%, 

0.0%, 0.7% and 0.0% respectively) as shown in Table 4.33.  

By the place of residence, higher proportions of women residing in a rural area 

compared with the urban women that it is acceptable for a woman to be bitten if she 

goes out without telling their husband (5.7% vs 3.9%), if she neglects her children (3.9% 
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vs 3.1%), if she argues with the husband (3.9% vs 3.3%), if she refuses sex with the 

husband (6.5% vs 3.1%) and if she burns food (4.0% vs 2.3%). 

Overall, 4.6% confirmed that it is acceptable for a woman to be bitten if she goes 

out without telling their husband, 3.3% if she neglects her children, 3.4% if she argues 

with the husband, 3.7% if she refuses sex with the husband, and 2.7% if she burns food 

(Figure 4.2). Across the board, 5.7% of the women accepted that a woman can be beaten 

if she goes out without telling their husband, or she neglects her children, or if she argues 

with the husband, or if she refuses sex with the husband, and or if she burns food as 

shown in Table 4.34. 
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Table 4.33: Acceptability of Husband Beating by Selected Respondents’ 

Characteristics 

Characteristics 

 It is acceptable to beat wife when she 

n Goes out 

without 

telling 

him (%) 

Neglects 

her 

child 

(%) 

Argues 

with 

husband 

(%) 

Refuses 

husband 

sex (%) 

Burns 

fund 

(%) 

At least 

1 of the 

reasons 

(%) 

Senatorial District        
Oyo North 78 12.6 10.8 12.4 9.7 6.4 15.1 
Oyo South 113 1.9 0.9 0.9 2.8 2.8 4.1 
Oyo Central 109 1.0 0.7 0.0 0.7 0.0 1.0 
Residence        
Urban 247 3.9 3.1 3.3 3.1 2.3 4.9 
Rural 53 5.7 3.9 3.9 6.5 4.0 9.2 
Marital Status        
Married 291 4.6 3.6 3.8 3.7 2.6 6.0 
Formerly Married 9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Age             
15-24 year 35 2.9 0.7 1.1 2.2 1.1 2.9 
25-34 year 124 5.6 4.5 4.0 4.4 2.8 7.4 
35-49 year 141 3.6 3.3 3.9 3.8 3.2 5.5 
Spousal Age difference         
Same Age 11 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Wife Younger 289 4.8 3.7 3.9 3.8 2.7 6.1 
Household Wealth Status        
Poorest 50 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 5.4 8.5 
Poorer 62 3.5 2.5 1.5 3.2 1.9 6.0 
Middle 65 8.2 6.7 4.9 5.5 4.3 8.2 
Richer 71 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 1.4 
Richest 52 4.2 1.6 5.8 5.0 0.8 5.8 
Ethnicity        
Yoruba 256 3.9 3.0 3.2 3.3 2.0 5.0 
Other 44 6.1 4.7 4.7 6.2 6.5 9.7 
Religion         
Christian 141 2.8 2.0 2.8 2.5 1.0 3.4 
Islam 158 4.0 3.6 3.1 3.6 2.2 5.3 
Highest Education             
None 42 7.2 6.0 6.0 2.9 1.7 7.2 
Primary 57 3.0 2.7 2.7 3.9 5.0 5.0 
Secondary 150 3.8 2.8 2.7 3.8 2.4 5.7 
Higher 51 4.5 3.3 4.6 3.8 1.7 5.4 
Spouse Highest 

Educational  

       
No Education 68 7.5 7.4 6.2 5.5 3.5 8.2 
Primary 43 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 
Secondary 123 4.3 2.5 3.0 3.5 2.6 7.0 
Higher 59 3.5 2.3 3.5 2.8 1.6 3.5 
Current employment 

status 

            
Employed 290 4.3 3.2 3.4 3.7 2.5 5.9 
Unemployed 10 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Spouse employment status         
Employed 289 4.7 3.6 3.8 3.7 2.7 6.0 
Unemployed 11 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Total 300 4.6 3.3 3.4 3.7 2.7 5.7 
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Table 4. 34: Acceptability of Husband Beating by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Characteristics n 

It is acceptable to beat wife when she 

Goes 

out 

without 

telling 

him (%) 

Neglects 

her child 

(%) 

Argues 

with 

husband 

(%) 

Refuses 

husband 

sex (%) 

Burns 

fund 

(%) 

At 

least 1 

of the 

reasons 

(%) 
Spouse jealous when with 

other men 

       
Yes 58 3.3 0.8 2.3 4.2 1.1 6.3 

No 242 4.8 4.1 4.0 3.4 2.9 5.6 

Spouse drinks alcohol        
Yes 42 4.0 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 4.0 

No 258 4.6 3.6 3.8 3.7 2.5 6.1 

Spouse accuses her of 

unfaithfulness        
Yes 37 3.9 0.0 2.4 5.4 1.7 8.7 

No 263 4.6 4.0 3.8 3.3 2.6 5.4 

Spouse doesn’t permit 

her to meet female 

friends 
       

Yes 23 6.3 0.0 3.7 8.5 2.8 13.8 

No 277 4.4 3.8 3.7 3.1 2.5 5.1 

Spouse limit contact with 

her family        
Yes 22 6.3 2.2 6.3 6.3 3.0 9.2 

No 278 4.4 3.6 3.5 3.3 2.5 5.5 

Spouse insist to know 

where respondent is all 

time 
       

Yes 39 6.5 2.8 5.0 7.8 4.4 10.9 

No 261 4.2 3.6 3.5 2.9 2.2 5.0 

Total 300 4.6 3.3 3.4 3.7 2.7 5.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



95 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.2: Acceptability of Wife-Beating by Selected Women Characteristics 

and Husbands’ Violence Attitudes 

 

4.5.2.8 Relationship Between “Wife-Beating” Acceptability and Haven had own 

Father Beat their own Mother 

 

The study sought to understand if an experience of own mother been beaten by 

their own father could influence the acceptability of husbands beaten by the women. Of 

all the women that stated that husband’s beating for any of the reasons is acceptable, 

none had her mother beaten by her father, but 1.22% of the women who disagreed that 

wife-beating are acceptable claimed that their fathers have once beaten their mothers as 

shown in Table 4.35. 
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Table 4.35: Relationship Between Beating Acceptability and Haven had own 

Father Beat own Mother by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Husband beating wife is 

acceptable if she… 

n Own Father 

have beaten 

their own 

mother 

Own Father 

never beat 

their own 

mother 

Goes out without telling him 300 1.20 98.80 

    

Neglects her child  300 1.19 98.81 

    

Argues with husband  300 1.19 98.81 

    

Refuses husband sex  300 1.19 98.81 

    

Burns food 300 1.18 98.82 

    

Any of above 300 1.22 98.78 

 

 

 
4.5.2.9 Frequency at Which Women get Afraid of Husband/Spouse  

Fearing one's husband can either stimulate violence or be as a result of violence. 

The respondents were asked how often they are afraid of their husbands or spouses. 

Overall, 1.3% of the women were always afraid of their husbands, 22.8% sometimes 

and 75.9% were never afraid of their husbands (Table 4.36). It is striking that women 

10.2% of the women whose spouses accuses of unfaithfulness and 9.6% of those whose 

spouses insist on knowing their whereabouts were always afraid of their husbands. As 

shown in Table 4.36, 19.4% of the women in Oyo North, Oyo South (17.7%) and Oyo 

central (30.5%) were sometimes afraid of their husbands. About 24.5% of respondents 

in the urban areas and 15.0% in rural areas were sometimes afraid of their husbands. 

The proportion of women that sometimes get afraid of their husband among those that 

were currently married (23.4%) and none among the formerly married. The proportion 

was 44.5% among those aged 15 to 24 years,  25 to 34 years (20.4%), and 19.5% among 

those aged  35 to 49 years.  
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Among the women younger than the husbands, 24.3% were sometimes afraid of 

husbands compared with 0.0% among women of the same age with their husbands. On 

women educational attainment, 14.9% of those with no education sometimes get afraid 

of their spouses,  primary (21.6%), secondary (25.4%) and higher education (23.0%). 

Whereas, for the spouses, educational attainment, 15.4% of women whose husbands 

had no education, primary (13.8%), secondary (32.8%) and higher education (20.6%) 

were sometimes afraid of their spouses (Table 4.37).  
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Table 4.36:  Distribution of Frequency at which Women get Afraid of 

Husband/Spouse by Selected Respondents’ Characteristics 

Characteristics n Never Sometimes Always 
Senatorial District     
Oyo North 78 79.7 19.4 0.9 
Oyo South 113 80.1 17.7 2.2 
Oyo Central 109 69.0 30.5 0.5 
Residence     

Urban 247 74.0 24.5 1.5 
Rural 53 85.0 15.0 0.0 
Marital Status     

Married 291 75.5 23.4 1.1 
Formerly Married 9 92.0 0.0          

0.0 

8.0 
Age          

15-24 year 35 55.5 44.5 0.0 
25-34 year 124 76.6 20.4 3.0 
35-49 year 141 80.5 19.5 0.0 
Spousal Age difference      

Same Age 11 100.0 0.0 0.0 
Wife Younger 289 74.7 24.3 1.1 
Household Wealth Status     

Poorest 50 86.1 13.9 0.0 
Poorer 62 83.1 15.8 1.1 
Middle 65 70.7 29.4 0.0 
Richer 71 66.2 29.5 4.3 
Richest 52 77.7 22.3 0.0 
Ethnicity     

Yoruba 256 75.2 23.3 1.5 
Other 44 80.0 20.0 0.0 
Religion     

Christian 141 73.7 24.4 1.9 
Islam 158 77.5 22.5 0.0 
Highest Education          

None 42 85.1 14.9 0.0 
Primary 57 77.2 21.6 1.2 
Secondary 150 72.5 25.4 2.0 
Higher 51 77.1 23.0 0.0 
Spouse Highest Educational      

No Education 68 81.0 15.4 3.7 
Primary 43 86.2 13.8 0.0 
Secondary 123 66.8 32.8 0.5 
Higher 59 79.4 20.6 0.0 
Current employment status          

Employed 290 76.4 22.3 1.3 
Unemployed 10 62.8 37.2 0.0 
Spouse employment status      

Employed 289 75.3 23.7 1.1 
Unemployed 11 93.5 0.0 6.5 
Total 300 75.9 22.8 1.3 
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Table 4. 37: Distribution of Frequency at Which Women get Afraid of 

Husband/Spouse by Selected Husbands’ Attitudes 

Characteristics n Never Sometimes Always 
Spouse jealous when with other 

men 

    

Yes 58 54.5 39.0 6.5 
No 242 81.1 18.9 0.0 
Spouse drinks alcohol     

Yes 42 68.9 29.5 1.7 
No 258 77.1 21.7 1.2 
Spouse accuses her of 

unfaithfulness 

    
Yes 37 45.7 44.1 10.2 
No 263 80.2 19.8 0.0 
Spouse doesn’t permit her to meet 

female friends 

    

Yes 23 50.1 46.9 3.0 
No 277 78.1 20.8 1.1 
Spouse limit contact with her 

family 

    

Yes 22 31.4 62.8 5.8 
No 278 79.4 19.7 0.9 
Spouse insist to know where 

respondent is all time 

    

Yes 39 41.0 49.4 9.6 
No 261 81.2 18.8 0.0 
Total 300 75.9 22.8 1.3 

 

4.5.3 Societal Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women in 

Oyo State of Nigeria 

4.5.3.1 Reporting and Help-Seeking Behaviour Among Victims of Violence 

The participants and discussants have similar opinions that violence among 

couples are never reported. This was ascribed to the fact that the society, the 

government, the laws and the law enforcement agents did not encourage reporting of 

violence. A 29-year hold discussant in FGD 2 stated that  

“For the reported cases, police will say this is a “family matter, go and 

settle it at home”, (Currently Married Woman, 43, FGD 2).  

Others cited family pressure as reasons why they don’t report violence 

“The other time when my husband beat me, and I moved out, my parents 

said I don’t have to move out, so the next time I stay there and we 

fight and settle it”, (Currently Married Woman, 26, FGD 2) 
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A formerly married woman claimed that the way reported cases were often 

handled is discouraging.  

 “My former husband just beat me, my brothers complained at the police 

station but nobody arrested and punished him. I don’t think there is 

any law to protect women. This is very discouraging”, (Formerly 

Married Woman, 42, FGD 1) 

Table 4.38 shows the distribution of health-seeking behaviour of victims of 

violence. Multiple response questions were used. Among the 51 respondents who 

claimed to have suffered violence, 6.8% usually seek help from own family, 9.8% 

usually seek help from husband, 2.7% usually seek help from religious leaders, 4.3% 

usually seek help from their lawyers, 19.0% usually seek help from anyone else. 

Whereas none of the victims sought help from former husband, current husband, 

neighbour, others, social services, friends, police, and doctors. In all, only 22.2% of the 

51 women who ever experienced violence sought help from somebody (Table 4.38). 

Table 4.38:  Distribution of Help-Seeking Behaviour among Victims of Violence 

From whom help was sought No Yes 

Own family 48(93.2) 3(6.8) 

Husband family 46(90.2) 5(9.8) 

Religious leader 50(97.3) 1(2.7) 

Lawyer 49(95.7) 2(4.3) 

Former husband 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Current husband 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Neighbour 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Others 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Social services 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Friends 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Police 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Doctors 51(100.0) 0(0.0) 

Anyone else 32(81.0) 7(19.0) 

Help from anyone 40(77.8) 11(22.2) 
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4.5.3.2 Perpetrators of Violence (EV, PV and SV) 

The commonest perpetrators of violence were identified as the partners and their 

husbands. The participants claimed that except for violent acts before marriage, nearly 

all violence acts during marital life are carried out by the husbands. The two KII from 

the Ministry of Women Affairs in Oyo State claimed that, except for few cases of rape 

by outsiders, nearly all known cases among women in marriage or partnership are 

carried out by the male partners. 

“Most violence among ever-partnered women are from their partners” 

(Male, 55, KII) 

“Except for few cases of rape by outsiders, nearly all known cases of 

violence among women in partnerships were by their male 

partners”, (Female, 49, KII) 

The discussants in the two FGDs agreed that partners and husbands are the 

perpetrators of violence. A formerly married woman affirmed that his former husband 

uses to force him to have sexual intercourse together when she doesn’t want, especially 

after they have finished fighting.  

“My former husband use to beat me and force me for sex, I pack and left 

his house when it became unbearable”, (Formerly Currently 

Married Woman, 42, FGD 1) 

However, a currently married woman reported affirmed that he was once 

assaulted sexually by strangers. 

“Yes, I was once touched by some strangers while walking home in a dark 

street, only God saved me”, (Currently Married Woman, 43, FGD2) 
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Also, a currently married woman affirmed that no one else besides her husband 

beat her except emotional violence caused by her in-laws whenever she had issues with 

the husband.  

“Na only my husband o, I no dey fight with another person except some 

quarrels with my in-laws when they support my husband”, 

(Currently Married Woman, 26, FGD 2) 

These findings are supported by quantitative analysis. This section detailed the 

distribution of people who have ever perpetrated VAW. The Table 4.39 shows that the 

husbands/spouses (15.8%) are the commonest perpetrators of VAW, mothers (5.0%), 

fathers (1.9%), brothers (0.3%), boyfriends (0.4%), teachers (1.2%), and others (0.3%).  

The analysis of the multiple responses on who has ever perpetrated violence 

against the 51 respondents are shown in Figure 4.3. The husbands/spouses committed 

63% of all VAW, 20% by mothers, 8% by fathers, 5% by teachers and the remaining 

4% shared among other people. 
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Table 4.39: Distribution of Perpetrators of Violence against Women 

Perpetrator Frequency % 

Husband   
No 253 84.2 

Yes 47 15.8 

Mother     
No 284 94.7 

Yes 16 5.3 

Father   

No 295 98.3 

Yes 5 1.7 

Brother/Sister   

No 299 99.7 

Yes 1 0.3 

Former Boyfriend   

No 300 100.0 

Yes 0 0.0 

Teacher   

No 297 99.0 

Yes 3 1.0 

Others   

No 299 99.7 

Yes 1 0.3 

Total  300 100.0 

Multiple responses 

 

 
Figure 4.3: Distribution of Perpetrators of VAW   

Husbands/Sp
ouses
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Mothers
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Fathers
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

5.1 Introduction 

This Chapter contains a summary of the findings of this study, discussions, 

conclusions and recommendations arising from this study. Firstly the findings were 

discussed, then the key findings followed by the conclusions and the some 

recommendations to reduce the burden of VAW. 

5.2 Discussions  

The prevalence and grave consequences of VAW propelled the United Nations in 

2015 to make gender equality the SDG 5 and empowerment of all women and girls a 

cardinal target pf the goal through “the elimination of all forms of VAW” (United 

Nations, 2015). The United Nations further recommended a periodical review of how 

close regions and nations are towards achieving these goals. These motivated the current 

study. Over the years, VAW is one of the most dastard act against the womanhood, but 

it is unarguably one of the most unrecognized and unreported human right abuse. VAW 

has been reported to be influenced norms and socio-cultural context of where women 

live varies among countries (Sivaram et al., 2011).  

5.2.1 Influence of Socio-Demographic Characteristics on Elimination of all forms 

of Violence against Women in Oyo State of Nigeria  

About one eight of women had ever suffered physical violence while one in every 

thirteen women have experienced one form of physical violence recently. Prevalence of 

physical violence found in the current study is lower than the global estimate of one 

third (Deering et al., 2014). Nonetheless, physical violence remains a major public 

health challenge in the study area. Emotional violence and financial violence constitute 
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a cornerstone of domestic violence, but they are both very difficult to assess, 

substantiate and quantified. In the current study, it was found that both emotional 

violence and financial violence are very prevalent among the studied population with 

higher reports of financial violence. A recent report stated that “gender inequality in the 

home can result in economic violence, whereby a male partner restrains a woman’s 

ability to access economic resources as a form of intimidation and coercion” (Tavares 

& Wodon, 2018). Economic violence results in the deprivation of a woman of the 

economic means that are necessary to leave a normal life. 

Our finding was further corroborated by the reports of Fagbamigbe et al. that the 

“prevalence of domestic violence is high and there are cultural diversities in the pattern, 

prevalence and factors associated with spousal violence” in Nigeria, Kenya, and 

Mozambique (Fagbamigbe et al., 2020). Similar assertions were made elsewhere in 

SSA (Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 2014; Goo & Harlow, 2017; Roman & Frantz, 2013).  

Sexual violence is the least common type of violence reported by the respondents 

in the quantitative study at 2.6%. This is supported by the findings of the qualitative 

study. Sexual violence is expected to be lower within married people. The lower sexual 

violence prevalence found in this study could be attributed to the fact that the studied 

population are mostly married. Blondeel et al. had reported that the prevalence of 

coerced and forced sexual acts among girls younger than 16 years to be about 15 to 20% 

in most developed countries (Blondeel et al., 2018).  

Semahegn et al. have estimated lifetime history of sexual coercion among the US 

and Germany women to be 13% (Semahegn & Mengistie, 2015) while Ogunbode et al. 

found the prevalence of coerced sex ranged from 14% in rural Uganda to 32% in urban 

South Africa (Ogunbode et al., 2014). In Ghana, 25% of females in a recent study 
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reported that their first sexual intercourse had been forced (Wrigley-asante et al., 2016). 

Reports have however shown that sexual violence is highest among sex workers. 

Sivaram et el. Found that two-thirds of sex workers in Chennai, India have reported 

forced sexual act within three months preceding the data collection (Sivaram et al., 

2011). The participants in the key informant interviews and the focus group discussions 

agreed with the empirical evidences that different types of violence occur in the study 

area.  

5.2.2 Relationship Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against 

Women in Oyo State of Nigeria 

The analysis in the current study showed variations in the occurrence of domestic 

violence by the age of the women, although this was not statistically significant. A 

WHO multi-regional study in 2013 showed that domestic violence was more prevalent 

among ever-married women aged 15-19 years, but the lifetime experience increases as 

the women grow older(World Health Organization, 2013). Similarly, Fagbamigbe et al. 

found the risk of domestic violence to be higher among younger, ever-married women 

than the older women across in Nigeria, Kenya, and Mozambique (Fagbamigbe et al., 

2020). Other earlier reports are in tandem with this (Adebowale, 2018; Akpanta et al., 

2017; Eldoseri & Sharps, 2017; Heise, 2016; Izugbara, 2018; Volpe et al., 2013). Unlike 

a report by Wrigley-Asante et al. that found young women to be at higher risk of 

sexually-related violence than older women (Wrigley-asante et al., 2016), the current 

study did not find any significant relationship between women age and risk of sexual 

violence. 

Although previous studies such as Mathau et al. reported that “ethnicity, culture, 

race, ethnicity, language, socio-economic or class and religion” could influence the 

occurrence of violence in Africa (Mashau, Kone, & Mutshaeni, 2015), religion was not 
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significant to violence in the current study. However, the relationship between ethnic 

divides and violence among the respondents should be taken with caution as the study 

was conducted in a Yoruba land and most respondents were Yorubas. Notwithstanding, 

the lower preponderance of violence among the Yoruba women aligned with reports of 

Fagbamigbe et al. that found variability in the risk of violence viz-a-viz religion and 

ethnicity among married women in Nigeria, Kenya and Mozambique (Fagbamigbe et 

al., 2019). Other studies took similar positions on this (Adebowale, 2018; Bamiwuye & 

Odimegwu, 2014; Izugbara, 2018; Women Safety Services, 2019).  

The current study found a higher preponderance of domestic violence among the 

formerly married women than among the currently married women. Although similar 

findings were reported in earlier studies (Anderberg et al., 2018; Edwards, 2015; Wong 

et al., 2016), it remains unclear if the higher likelihood of violence among this women 

was associated to why they quitted their marriage or their new status exposed them more 

to violence. Nonetheless, the formerly married women had higher tendencies of recent 

domestic violence. Nawa et al. suggested that incessant violence in marriages could 

have ignited breakdown of marriages in a recent study (Nawa, 2019). 

In this study, the association between recent experience of domestic violence and 

respondents’ employment status as well as the employment status of their spouses were 

insignificant. One would have expected the currently unemployed women to be at 

higher odds of violence. This is at variance with findings of Semahegn et al. that found 

a significant association between women employment and the risk of domestic violence 

(Semahegn & Mengistie, 2015). Although the currently employed spouses have a higher 

likelihood of violating their spouses than the currently unemployed women, the 

likelihood was insignificant.  
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While women educational attainment was not associated with experience of any 

of the violence, spouses’ educational attainment was associated with odds of domestic 

violence. Women with up to primary or secondary education in the study area had 

higher risks of domestic violence than those with higher education. Existing literature 

was in agreement with this finding  that association exists between violence and women 

education (Eldoseri & Sharps, 2017; Leite et al., 2017; Thomson et al., 2015; Umubyeyi 

et al., 2014).  

The pattern of prevalence of violence by women education is worth noting. There 

are similarities in the risk of violence between those that had no education and those 

that had up to higher education and also between the women that had primary or 

secondary education. There may be a need for further study to explore why experience 

among women who have tertiary education or no education are similar. However, the 

adjusted likelihood of any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial violence was 

much lower among women whose husbands had no education than those whose spouses 

had up to higher education.  

Also, the outcome of the current study is at variance with some earlier findings 

that posited poverty, socioeconomic status, and educational attainment as risk factors of 

physical and sexual violence. For instance Decker et al., Deering et al. and Ngonga et 

al. found that less educated and poorer women are at higher odds of sexual violence 

(Decker et al., 2017; Deering et al., 2014; Ngonga, 2016).  

The senatorial district where the women lived was associated with their 

experience of violence. Higher likelihoods of violence were found among women in 

Oyo Central senatorial district than in the two other senatorial districts. The likelihood 

was significantly higher than in Oyo North senatorial district but was only 
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insignificantly higher in Oyo South. The Oyo Central senatorial district is largely urban 

with a close resemblance with the settlement settings in Oyo South senatorial district 

while Oyo North senatorial district is largely rural with most residents doing peasant 

works. Also, being a rural resident appeared to have lowered the prevalence and risk of 

any type of violence among ever-married women in Nigeria. The risk of violence in 

urban areas was five times higher than in rural areas.  

There might be a need for further study to understand the peculiar characteristics 

which propel men in urban areas to be more violent than those in rural areas. The finding 

in this study is at variance with outcomes of an India study which reported a higher 

prevalence of violence in rural areas than in urban areas (George et al., 2016). Whereas 

some other studies found no significant differences in the risk of violence among rural 

women and urban women (Adebowale, 2018; Edwards, 2015; Strand & Storey, 2019). 

The findings in the current study suggest that violence is related to geographical, 

regional and rural-urban differences in where people live.  

Women in households in the middle wealth quintile had the highest risk of 

violence in the studied areas than those from households in the poorest and richest 

wealth quintiles. Nonetheless, these differences were generally insignificant. This 

finding is at variance with the findings of a multi-country study from the SSA region 

which reported a higher likelihood of violence among women in the household in richer 

wealth quintiles (Bamiwuye & Odimegwu, 2014; Izugbara, Obiyan, Degfie, & Bhatti, 

2020). The findings in the current study suggest that economic empowerment targeted 

at increasing women capacity for better livelihood will not necessarily curb violence, 

rather a wholesome approach targeted at behavioural changes and strong law with 

enforcement are necessary to combat the menace of VAW. 
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Acceptability of physical violence among women 

Most respondents in the FGD and the KII unanimously agreed that culture has 

more or less supported VAW. Overall, 1 in 20 women who participated in the 

quantitative data collection confirmed that it is acceptable that a woman should be bitten 

by her husband if she goes out without telling their husband, 3% if she neglects her 

children, 3% if she argues with the husband, 4% if she refuses sex with the husband, 

and 3% if she burns food. Across the board, 5.7% of the women accepted that a woman 

can be beaten if she goes out without telling their husband, or she neglects her children, 

or if she argues with the husband, or if she refuses sex with the husband, and or if she 

burns food. Ordinarily, women need not fear husbands or spouses, but 23% of the 

respondents were afraid of their husbands and spouses sometimes while 1.3% were 

always afraid of their husbands. This is similar to the conclusions of Tran et al. that 

acceptability of ‘wife-beating’ was most common in Africa and South Asia than in other 

low- and middle-income countries (Tran, Nguyen, & Fisher, 2016). The authors 

affirmed that the acceptability is commoner among the most disadvantaged people – 

such as uneducated or less educated individuals, living in rural areas and the lowest part 

of the economic ladder (Tran et al., 2016).  

The widespread justification of “wife-beating” in low- and middle-income 

countries (Sardinha & Catalán, 2018) is totally against the United Nation that no beating 

of women under any disguise is acceptable. The culture, norms and social landscape in 

the study area have relegated the women to the background and positioned the husbands 

as having domineering power and control over the women. Also, the fact that men earn 

more than women has put the women at the receiving end and has probably encouraged 

men to perpetrate VAW.  
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5.2.3 Societal Factors and Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women in 

Oyo State of Nigeria 

5.2.3.1 Reporting of Violence 

The outcomes of the KII and the FGD showed that VAW is rarely reported in the 

study area. A similar pattern was found in the quantitative data. Among the 51 

respondents who claimed to have suffered violence, only 22.2% ever sought help from 

anyone. A lowly 7% reported and sought help from their own family, 10% reported and 

sought help from the husbands, 3% reported and sought help from religious leaders and 

4% from their lawyers. None of the victims of violence sought help from a former 

husband, current husband, neighbour, doctors, social services, friends, and police.  

The weak legislation on violence could have discouraged women from reporting 

experience of violence (Tavares & Wodon, 2018). The respondents ascribed the poor 

reporting of violence to the norms and practices of the society towards the act. That is, 

the society sees VAW as not “unusual” to be given due punishment. Most African 

societies accept that men can punish their wives if the wife misbehaved.  

Violence is grossly underreported in most parts of the world, so the available 

statistics may not reflect the true burden of violence. This may be ascribed to “shame, 

fear of not being believed and closeness to the perpetrators” (Akinyemi, Fagbamigbe, 

Omoluabi, Agunbiade, & Adebayo, 2018; Fagbamigbe et al., 2019, 2020). Studies have 

shown that cultural, religious, ethnicity, norms and values can influence how women 

experience violence and how their immediate communities respond to it (Alesina, 

Brioschi, & La Ferrara, 2016; Women Safety Services, 2019).  

5.2.3.4 Gender-related and anti-violence laws, punishments for violence 

The participants in the KII and the FGD confirmed that people are never punished 

for violent behaviours against women in the study area. Although these participants 
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affirmed that there are existing laws that forbid both domestic violence and other violent 

acts, such laws are weak and are poorly enforced by law enforcement agents. These 

assertions were supported by the quantitative data wherein none of the 51 women who 

claimed to have been violated against reported to the police. The KII and the FGD 

participants confirmed that it is a “waste of time” to report to the police. They claimed 

that only a few cases reported to the police were usually treated with hand gloves to the 

advantage of the perpetrators. Participants claimed that the police usually release such 

husbands and advise couples to go home and settle without been charged to court to 

face justice.  Although the existing laws are not strict enough, they are not enforced.  

Literature is in agreement that more has to be done regarding laws on violence 

and its enforcements in Africa (Gibbs, Dunkle, & Jewkes, 2018; Izugbara et al., 2020; 

Tavares & Wodon, 2018). Legal protection remains weak for sexual violence as a form 

of domestic violence (Tavares & Wodon, 2018). Tran et al. affirmed that the “patriarchy 

and the ideologies of male dominance have effects on laws, policy, criminal justice 

systems, and education that provide supportive conditions for the development and 

maintenance of attitudes justifying VAW” (Tran et al., 2016), and this has weakened 

efforts to erode VAW in most African countries. 

The analysis showed that the majority of violence perpetrated against women 

were by the women’s spouses or husbands. Only 6.2% of the women claimed that 

someone else who is not their spouse had ever hurt the women in any way. The in-depth 

analysis of the women that have ever been violated showed that two of every three 

violence were by the husbands/spouses, 20% by the mothers of the women, 8% by their 

fathers, 5% by teachers and the remaining 4% shared among other people. This finding 

is in agreement with the reports of Shanko et al. that 70.3% of the perpetrators of IPV 

in were husbands (Shanko et al., 2013). 
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Generally, the characteristics of the spouses appeared to have influenced the 

occurrence of violence than the socio-demographic characteristics of the women. All 

the 6 characteristics of spouses considered in the current study were associated with a 

high risk of violence. For instance, spouses who get jealous when they see their wife 

with other men, spouses who drink alcohol, spouses who accuse wives of 

unfaithfulness, spouses who don’t permit the wife to meet her female friends, spouses 

who limit wife’s contact with her family and spouse who always insist on knowing 

where the whereabouts of the wife always are more violent.  

Two of these husbands’ characteristics stood out in the adjusted model. Spouses 

who accuse their wives of unfaithfulness and spouses who always insist on knowing 

where their wives are were three times and 42 times more likely to be violent than those 

whose husbands do not. The findings of Fagbamigbe et al. corroborated these findings. 

Fagbamigbe et al. found that the risks of violence were double likely for a woman whose 

partner consumes alcohol and/or whose husband gets jealous when she talks with 

another man to suffer domestic violence earlier than other women (Fagbamigbe et al., 

2019). Some earlier studies in different climes aligned with this position (Abramsky et 

al., 2011; Oxfam International, 2018; Quit Alcohol, 2019). The studies associated 

jealousy, alcohol consumption, frequent anger and annoyance, volatility, hostility, and 

aggression to violent behaviours.  

Also, Ogunbode et al. and a 2013 UN report on women agreed that women’s age, 

alcohol consumption by spouses, previous experience of sexual violence put women at 

a higher likelihood of physical violence (Ogunbode et al., 2014; United Nations 

Women, 2013). The findings that odds of sexual violence was 39 times higher among 

women whose spouses accuse of unfaithfulness than those whose husbands do not is 
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also a source of concern. It is not understood how spouses who accuse their partners of 

unfaithfulness would perpetuate sexual violence against such women.  

5.3 Summary of Major Findings  

The overall prevalence of emotional violence, physical violence, sexual violence 

and financial violence was 13.8%, 12.2%, 3.5% and 20.5% respectively. The prevalence 

of recent emotional violence, physical violence, sexual violence and financial violence 

was 10.6%, 7.6%, 2.6% and 20.5% respectively. Nearly one-fifth of the respondents’ 

spouses get jealous when they see their wife with other men, 14.1% of the spouses 

drinking alcohol, 12.3% of the spouses accuse the wives of unfaithfulness, 7.7% of the 

spouses don’t permit the wives to meet their female friends, 7.2% of the spouse limit 

wife’s contact with her family and about 13.1% of the spouse always insist on knowing 

where the respondents are. In all 15.8% had ever experienced at least one of emotional 

violence, physical violence, and sexual violence while 10.9% had recently experienced 

at least one of emotional violence, physical violence, sexual violence and financial 

violence and 31.4% had recently experienced an episode of violence.  

The prevalence of violence was generally higher among women who are from 

Oyo South and Oyo Central senatorial districts, who live in the urban area, who were 

formerly married, aged 15 to 24 years, women who are younger than spouses, women 

from households in middle wealth quintile, whose husbands have either primary or 

secondary education, among currently unemployed women and those whose spouses 

were currently unemployed, women whose husband get jealous when they are with 

other men than those who don’t, whose spouses who drink alcohol than those who don’t, 

spouses who accuse wives of unfaithfulness than those who don’t, spouses who don’t 

permit them to meet their female friends, spouses who limit wives’ contact with their 

family and spouse who always insist on knowing where the respondents are. 
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The adjusted odds of having any of emotional, physical, sexual and financial 

violence was significantly higher among women in Oyo Central senatorial district than 

in Oyo North senatorial district but was only insignificantly higher in Oyo South than 

in the North, higher in urban areas than in the rural areas, higher among women from 

households in the middle wealth quintile than those from households in the richest 

wealth quintile, higher among women whose husbands had no education than those 

whose spouses had up to higher education, higher among women whose spouse accuse 

of unfaithfulness and among women whose spouse always insist on knowing where the 

women are than those whose husbands do not. 

The husbands/spouses are the commonest perpetrators of VAW as they accounted 

for two-thirds of all violence. The qualitative interview showed that although there are 

laws to curb the menace of VAW, such laws are not enforced. More so, women are 

regarded as second class citizens culturally and this has made some women regard wife-

beating by husbands as acceptable. This has also limited the tendencies of women to 

report violence.  

5.4 Conclusions  

Emotional violence, physical violence, and financial violence are very prevalent 

among the studied women but sexual violence was less prevalent. Nigeria, Oyo State, 

in particular, is very far from attaining the SDG goal on eradication of all forms of 

VAW. The observed level of violence among women in this study indicates that the 

responses to several interventions and campaigns to halt VAW is poor in the study area. 

While sexual violence is the least common form of violence, financial violence topped 

the list.  
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Violence was significantly higher among women in Oyo Central senatorial district 

than in Oyo North senatorial district but was only insignificantly higher in Oyo South 

than in the North, higher in urban areas than in the rural areas, higher among women 

from households in the middle wealth quintile than those from households in the richest 

wealth quintile, higher among women whose husbands had no education than those 

whose spouses had up to higher education, higher among women whose spouse accuse 

of unfaithfulness and among women whose spouse always insist on knowing where the 

women are than those whose husbands do not. The existing laws that were supposed to 

halt VAW were as weak as their implementation. The cultural practices and norms that 

have made women more or less a slave to their husbands have been a major barrier to 

eradication of VAW. There is a need for community reorientation on the needs to stop 

VAW. Besides, the existing laws on VAW should be strengthened and enforced. 

This study has contributed to knowledge by revealing that some women in the 

study area support “wife-beating” when such wives erred. This find should be a serious 

source of concern to all stakeholders. The study also contributed to the body of 

knowledge on the weakness of anti-violence laws in Nigeria, both in terms of 

formulation and implementation.  

5.5 Recommendations 

For the sustainable development goals on the eradication of all forms of VAW to 

be eradicated, quick and decisive steps must be taken. The followings are 

recommended: 

i. The government and the stakeholders should review and strengthen the 

existing laws on violence against women so as to discourage the act of 

violence against women. This should include stiffer punishment for the 

perpetrators of violence against women;  
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ii. The law interpreters and enforcement agents should be orientated by 

appropriate government agency on the needs to and how to enforce laws on 

violence against women;  

iii. The government, community based organizations, non-governmental 

organization and other stakeholders should organize educational programs 

targeted at behavioural change among the entire population to discourage 

acceptability of wife-beating to halt violence against women. The 

community, religious and political leaders should be involved for the 

programs to be effective; 

iv. The government, community based organizations, non-governmental 

organization and other stakeholders should educate and encourage women 

on the need to report violence perpetrated against them to appropriate 

authorities. 

v. Policymakers should design evidence-based, community-feasible and 

community-suitable interventions to halt the perpetuation of violence 

against women in Nigeria.  

 

5.6 Areas for Further Studies 

There might need to study why some women considered wife-beating under any 

disguise as acceptable. Also, the association between acceptability of wife-beating and 

experience of violence may be a way to understand why violence has persisted. There 

might be a need for further study to understand the peculiar characteristics which propel 

men in urban areas to be more violent than those in rural areas. 
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APPENDICES  

APPENDIX 1: Questionnaire/Data collecting Instruments 

Forms to be completed before the discussions and interview starts 

PARTICIPANTS’ INFORMATION SHEET 

Good Morning/Afternoon. 

My name is xyz. We are part of a team from xxxx conducting research on the issues 

surrounding abuse and violence among women of reproductive age (15-49 years).  

What are we asking of you 

As part of this study, we are talking to a number women in order to elicit views, 

experiences, and beliefs related to these issues and how they are and can be managed. 

What are the potential benefits of participating? 

The outcome of this discussion/interview were collated and use to make 

recommendations to women health programmers on how the plights of women can be 

alleviated and reduce occurrences of violation against women and girls 

What happens if I don’t want to participate?  

 

Participation is voluntary and there are no consequences for refusing to participate. 

Before making a decision about participation, please feel free to ask any questions about 

what we have just said. 

 

If you agree to participate, we will ask you to sign this form to show that the study has 

been explained to you and that you agree to be part of it. You may decide to end your 

participation in the discussion at any time if you don’t feel comfortable with continuing.  

If you wish to have further information or if you have questions you wish to ask after 

the interview, please contact: xyz, phone and email address 

Instruction to Interviewer: Ask respondent the following: ‘Are you willing to 

participate in an interview to discuss the issues that I’ve just mentioned? Please 

remember that you do not have to participate if you do not want to.’  

Yes ………………………       No ……………………… 

Interviewer’s Declaration 

I, …………………………………… hereby declare that I have explained clearly to the 

participant the aims and objectives of  this study.  I have received the participant’s 

consent.  

“I have been given an opportunity to ask any questions I may have, and all such 

questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I have been informed orally and 

in writing of who to contact in case I have questions. I hereby give my consent to 

participate in this study.” 
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Respondent’s Name: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Signature: -------------------------------------------- Date: ----------------------------------- 

Theme 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of Respondents 

 

Ice Breaker:  

Perhaps we should begin by allowing each person to introduce herself/himself by 

her/his nick name and what they do 

1) Please tell me your age as at last birthday? 

2) May I know your level of education? 

Probe to know the actual class or grade completed 

3) Please give me information on your current job or on any other activity you 

engage in that earn you income  

Probe for more information on the occupation, primary/secondary or both 

4) Please tell me your religious affiliation………… 

5) May I know your ethnicity? 

6) Please tell me the name of the community where you live 

7) Are you currently married? 

Probe to know respondents type of family (monogamy/polygamy/extended) 

 

Theme 2: Violence against women  

For the FGD 

8) Have you ever experienced physical, psychological/emotional, sexual violence 

perpetrated by sexual partners within the last 12 months 

9) Have you ever experienced physical, psychological/emotional, sexual violence 

perpetrated by any other person other than sexual partners  

a. Age at which the violence first occurred 

b. Who was the perpetrator? 

10) For victims, was help ever sought? 

c. Where was the help sought 

d. Did they receive support 

e. If not, did they tell anybody? Who was told? 

11) Have the victims ever beat or harm another person without the other starting the 

fight? 

12) For widows, which treatments were received after husband’s death 

13) Do currently married women who earn cash make independent decisions on how 

to spend their earnings? 

14) Do currently married women participate in decisions pertaining to their own 

health care, major household purchases, and visits to their family or relatives. 

 

A family in one community has one son and three daughters. The husband usually 

beat his wife in the presence of the children. In most cases after every episode of 

beating, the wife usually apologize to the husband. Also the husband says he is 

showing love and correcting the wife by beating her. 

 

15) Do you think this right or wrong? 

16) What is right or wrong in the above family? 
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In this community  

17) Is it right for husbands to beat their wives? 

18) Does your religion support wife beating? 

19) Does your extended family support wife beating? 

20) Who has the right to decide on how women earnings are spent? 

21) Can women be punished for refusing sexual intercourse against the husbands’ 

wishes? 

22) What are the disposition of government to violence against women in this 

country? 

23) Are there laws in place to punish perpetrators of violence? 

24) Are the laws against perpetrators enforced in this country? 

 

For the KII 

A family in one community has one son and three daughters. The husband usually 

beat his wife in the presence of the children. In most cases after every episode of 

beating, the wife usually apologize to the husband. Also the husband says he is 

showing love and correcting the wife by beating her. 

1) Do you think this right or wrong? 

2) What is right or wrong in the above family? 

 

In this community  

3) Is it right for husbands to beat their wives? 

4) Does your religion support wife beating? 

5) Does your extended family support wife beating? 

6) Who has the right to decide on how women earnings are spent? 

7) Can women be punished for refusing sexual intercourse against the husbands’ 

wishes? 

8) What are the disposition of government to violence against women in this 

country? 

9) Are there laws in place to punish perpetrators of violence? 

10) Are the laws against perpetrators enforced in this country? 

 

Conclusion 

We are getting to the end of this discussion. Do you have any final thoughts or 

comments? We thank all of you for your time and for your willingness to share your 

thoughts with us. Hopefully, what you have shared today will help young people to start 

having sex, get married and have children at appropriate ages. 

Closure of Group 

(Bring together patterns, consensus and any conflicts that emerged during the group 

discussion) 

Note notable quotes (highlight them if possible) 

Present a short summary of discussion back to the group and note affirmation and/or 

rejection of earlier opinions. 
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APPENDIX 4: Map of study site 

 

  

 

 


